
Fratelli Tutti



Prayer

• Come, Holy Spirit, 

• Show us your beauty, 

• So that we may discover anew

• That all are important

• And all are necessary, 

• Different faces of the one 

• Humanity

• That God so loves. Amen. 



Welcome and 
Introductions

Welcome! 

Mute yourself if you have background noise. 

Use the chat room to raise questions, share 
resources, share a perspective. 

We will be going into small groups of four twice 
during the session. If someone can capture the 
conversation and put it into the chat room.



Goals for Four 
Part Series

Begin the process of appropriation by understanding 
what Pope Francis wants us to consider as constitutive of 
Catholic Social Teachings. 

Begin

Explore the issues Fratelli Tutti raises for mission. Explore

Ponder and integrate the insights – and challenges – of 
Fratelli Tutti into our mission and ministry. 

Ponder 
and 

integrate

Discern the implications of Fratelli Tutti for our 
communities and organizations. Discern



Process

• Overview of the text.

• Key Points

• Small Group Discussion

• What resonated? 

• What challenged?

• Observations

• Discernment

• Big Questions?

• Take Aways? 



Introduction (1-2)

• Inspired by Saint Francis

• Fratelli Tutti – “all brothers.”

• Brother to sun and sea BUT

• Even more – “to those of his 
own flesh.”



Without Borders (3-4) 

• Sultan Malik-et-Kamil

• Be who you are. 

• No arguments or disputes. 

• Subject to every human creature for 
God’s sake. 

• No war of words. 

• Spread the love of God.



Without Borders (5-7)

• A concern for Pope Francis. 

• A contribution to the social teachings of 
the Church. 

• A desire to stimulate a new vision of 
fraternity and social friendship that will 
go beyond mere words. 

• The pandemic exposed flaws.

• Dream – one family, same flesh.



Dark Clouds 
Over a Closed World

Chapter One



Shattered Dreams (10-12)

• Since the World Wars there was a 
movement towards international 
integration. 

• Today, signs of regression. 

• Extreme nationalism.

• New forms of selfishness.

• A loss of a social sense. 

• Globalization is about economics

• It has made us neighbors, not 
brothers. 



… The End of Historical Consciousness (13-14)

• We have lost a sense of history

• A distorted sense of human freedom 
creates everything beginning at “0.” 

• This is a new form of colonization. 

• Empty words of their meaning

• Flatten words to manipulate them. 



Lacking a Plan for Everyone (15-28)

• Politics is unhealthy, efforts 
toward the common good is 
seen as madness. 

• We throw away people.

• Some live in opulence; others 
discarded. 

• War as piecemeal & 
perpetual.

• Contradiction – peace by fear 
and mistrust? 



Globalization and Progress 
without Roadmap

• Positive advances in science and 
technology. 

• Moral deterioration. 

• We are becoming more isolated and 
withdrawn.

• We feel “forced” to live together.

• But without the bonds of a shared common 
life. 



Pandemics and Other Calamities of History

• We were reminded of our global 
community. 

• It can open our eyes so we can 
“rethink.” 

• The world itself is crying out. 

• Will we plunge back into 
“feverish consumerism.” 

• Consumerism is unsustainable.

• It leads to violence. 



An Absence of Human 
Dignity on the Borders

• Migrants.

• Sisters and brothers fleeing war, persecution, 
natural catastrophes. 

• Sisters and brothers seeking a better life for 
their families. 

• The right NOT to migrate. 

• Migration is part of our future. 

• It triggers self-defense; transcend. 



The Illusion of Communication

• Everything in the open but we 
are distant.

• Digital connectivity is not 
enough. 

• Social aggression has expanded.

• Fake news. Religious fanaticism.

• Information without wisdom.

• Truth emerges through 
encounter; dialogue, 
conversation and even debate. 



Forms of Subjection 
and Self-Contempt

• Countries dislike themselves. 

• Compare self to others. 

• Distinct development. 

• Countries need a sense of belonging, create 
bonds of integration between generations. 



Hope

• God plants seeds of goodness. 

• Essential workers …

• Renew hope.



Hope “speaks to us of  something deeply rooted in every human 

heart, independently of  our circumstances and historical 

conditioning. Hope speaks to us of  a thirst, an aspiration, a longing 

for a life of  fulfillment, a desire to achieve great things, things that 

fill our heart and lift our spirit to lofty realities like truth, goodness 

and beauty, justice and love… Hope is bold; it can look beyond 

personal convenience, the petty securities and compensations which 

limit our horizon, and it can open us up to grand ideals that make 

life more beautiful and worthwhile”. (55)

Hope



A Stranger on the Road
Chapter 2 – A meditation of the parable of the Good Samaritan



Context (57-62) 

• Where is your brother (Genesis)

• Compassion … for all (Sir 18:13) 

• Merciful as your Father is … 

• St. Paul … love one another and 
for all.

• Sr. John … welcome the stranger



Abandoned on the Wayside 
(63-68)

• One person stopped, cared, gave time. 

• Who do we identify with? 

• We have no time to waste on those who suffer. 

• This is a sign of an unhealthy society, 

• An impotent citizenship

• The path of the Good Samaritan is our only path as 
Christians. 



Let us look to the example of  the Good Samaritan. Jesus’ parable 

summons us to rediscover our vocation as citizens of  our respective 

nations and of  the entire world, builders of  a new social bond. This 

summons is ever new, yet it is grounded in a fundamental law of  our 

being: we are called to direct society to the pursuit of  the common 

good and, with this purpose in mind, to persevere in consolidating 

its political and social order, its fabric of  relations, its human goals. 

By his actions, the Good Samaritan showed that “the existence of  

each and every individual is deeply tied to that of  others: life is not 

simply time that passes; life is a time for interactions”.[57] (66) 

Citizen



A Story Constantly Retold (69-71) 

• Each day we need to decide
• Good Samaritan?
• Or indifferent bystander?

• There are really on two 
types of people 
• Those who care for the 

suffering
• Or those that pass by

“Jesus trusts 
in the best of the human 
spirit; with his parable, he 
encourages us to 
persevere in love, to 
restore dignity to the 
suffering and to build a 
society worthy of the 
name.” (71) 



The Characters 
of the Story (72-
76) 

• Robbers by their results.

• Two passer bys

• Both religious

• St. John Chrysostom

• Allies –robbers and passer bys.

• The injured man …

• Do we see the suffering?

• Do we touch it? 

• Do we give our time and care? 



Starting Anew (77-79) 

• Each day is a new opportunity.

• A simple desire to include, integrate and lift up the fallen. 

• Start from below. 

• We will feel overwhelmed; it is okay. 

• Respond together. 

• A clean heart – compassion for the other not recognition 
for self.



Neighbors without 
Borders (80-83) 

• The real question – am I a neighbor to 
those who suffer?

• Draw near with no questions asked. 

• Impure, detestable, dangerous.

• Samaritan & Jew – provocative

• No room for ideological manipulations.

• Challenges us to expand our frontiers



The Pleas of the Stranger (84-86) 

• Matthew 25 connection

• Jesus identifies with the stranger

• No one is beyond the scope of 
God’s universal love.

• Lamentation – Why so long to 
condemn slavery? Racism?

• Faith affirms humanism. 

• A critique of violent nationalism, 
xenophobia, contempt. 



Key Points
Fratelli Tutti and Mission



Signs of Regression 



The End of 
Historical 
Consciousness



Strange Contradiction

we are trapped in a strange 
contradiction: we believe that we can 
“ensure stability and peace through a 
false sense of security sustained by a 
mentality of fear and mistrust.”



Globalization



Migration



The Illusion of 
Communication



The Vocation of 
Citizenship



Saint John Chrysostom

“Do you wish to honor the body of body 
of the Savior? Do not despise it when it is 
naked. Do not honor it in the church with 
silk vestments while outside it is naked 
and numb with cold.”



The Inn 
Keeper



The Question



Discussion

What resonated? 

What challenged? 



Observations



Musings
Big Questions

New Insights



Pause – The End of Session 1

• The conversation has just begun.

• Next Session – Chapters 3 & 4 – Sr. Mary McGlone, CSJ. 

• Volunteers for Chapters 5 & 6?

• Volunteers for Chapters 7 & 8?

• Share resources.

• If you are able, donate to USCMA. Giving Tuesday and I give 
Catholic. 


