
 
Saint Eugene De Mazenod 

Feast Day: May 21st  

  

Born Charles Joseph Eugene de Mazenod on August 1, 1782 into a wealthy 

family in the south of France, his life was quickly transformed by the French 

Revolution. At the age of 8, he fled France with his family to Italy as political 

refugees. Following an eleven-year exile, Mazenod returned to France when 

he was 20 years old; it was a whole new world. Distressed by the state of the 

Church in France, Mazenod felt called to the priesthood; he was ordained 

December 21, 1811 in Amiens, a city in northern France. Eventually, he 

returned to his hometown, Aix-end-Provence.  

He focused his ministry on the less fortunate – such as prisoners, youth, servants, workers, and country villagers. 

His preaching in the local language, rather than French, led to some local opposition by other members of the 

church. He engaged in an “intense community life of prayer, study and fellowship” along with a group of other 

“equally zealous priests,” according to the Vatican. These men, once called the Missionaries of Provence, became 

known as the Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate in 1826 with Pope Leo XII’s approval.  

When he founded the Oblates of Mary Immaculate, the congregation primarily served the “spiritually needy” on the 

French countryside but eventually expanded their ministry to Switzerland, England and Ireland, at first, and then to 

Canada, USA and parts of Africa. This missionary order spread throughout the world – living out their motto, “He 

has sent me to evangelize the poor,” by establishing a deep spiritual foundation, close community life and a visible, 

unfettered love for the less fortunate.  

Mazenod led the Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate, also known as the OMI’s, from its inception until his 

death on May 21, 1861. He also served as the Bishop of Marseilles. The diocese had been reestablished after it’s 

suppression during the war, and as vicar general Mazenod was responsible for the grunt work of rebuilding the 

diocese, the Church, and its people.  

St. Eugene de Mazenod had a “zeal for the kingdom of God” that was infectious. As bishop he increased the 

number of parishes and religious associations, strengthened the seminary training in the diocese, encouraged the 

founding of new religious families, and established special programs for youth, workers, immigrants and the needy. 

According to the OMI’s, his final testament was “practice well among yourselves charity, charity, charity, and 

outside, zeal for the salvation of souls.”  

Now, about 5,000 OMI’s in more than 60 countries focus on befriending the poor, abandoned, and marginalized in 

collaboration with lay leaders and other religious communities. In 2016, the order celebrated its 200th anniversary.  

St. Eugene de Mazenod, pray for us.  

 
Missionary Saints is a service to the Church by the United States Catholic Mission 

Association (USCMA). The faithful have been baptized and sent on mission. 

USCMA accompanies all missionary-disciples – lay, religious, and ordained. 

Journey with us; feed the missionary impulse within you. 

www.uscatholicmission.org 

415 Michigan Avenue NE – Suite 102, Washington, DC 20017. 202-832-3112 

Offered with love, faith, and hope 
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