
 

Saint Anthony of Padua 

Feast Day: June 13th  

 

Today, we celebrate the feast of St. Anthony of Padua, a Franciscan friar 

and Doctor of the Church.  

Born Fernando Martins de Bulhões in 1195, he had early exposure to the faith because his family was wealthy and 

involved in the church. Anthony became a priest around 1210 and joined the Franciscan order in 1120. Originally, 

he planned to be a missionary disciple to the Saracens – a term from the Middles Ages to refer to all Muslims – 

despite the danger involved. Following his missionary impulse, he set out to evangelize but then fell ill; instead of 

returning home to Lisbon, Portugal, he landed in Sicily.  

There he spent time in a hermitage, devoted to prayer and studying Scripture. Living with a missionary spirit, 

Anthony crossed borders to teach theology in spite of his poor health. Anthony answered the call to mission, not as 

he imagined but how God sought to use him as an instrument to educate and evangelize to those around him. Truly 

humble and obedient, Anthony fulfilled the request that “each person, as responsible to God, should remain in the 

situation they were in when God called them.” (1 Corinthians 7:24) 

He is the patron saint of the poor, travelers and lost items. “Anthony should be the patron of those who find their 

lives completely uprooted and set in a new and unexpected direction. Like all saints, he is a perfect example of 

turning one’s life completely over to Christ. God did with Anthony as God pleased—and what God pleased was a 

life of spiritual power and brilliance,” according to Franciscan Media.  

He died en route to Padua, a city in northern Italy, where he is buried. Today, there is a 13th century Basilica in 

honor of St. Anthony. Anthony was a true missionary, a beloved follower of St. Francis of Assisi, with a reputation 

as a miracle worker. Inhabiting the place God called him to, befriending the people of people of Sicily, 

accompanying them in their journeys of faith, and freely sharing his gifts, he did everything for the Glory of God. 

Pope Pius XII proclaimed him to be a Doctor of the Church in 1946.  

St. Anthony of Padua, pray for us. 

 

https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-anthony-of-padua/

