
 

Saint Peter, the Apostle 
Feast Day: June 29th 

 

St. Peter, affectionately known as the model apostle for his journey of 

faith, was born in the first century as Simon. Jesus called him to be a 

disciple at the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry and gave him the 

name Peter. Like James and John, Simon was a fisherman alongside his 

brother, Andrew. They were on the Sea of Galilee when Jesus called 

them to be disciples of Christ. (St. Andrew was previously a disciple of 

John the Baptist). It was Andrew who introduced Peter to Jesus as the 

Messiah, according to the Gospel of John. Throughout the New 

Testament, the bond between Peter and Jesus is undeniable. Peter 

frequently is the apostle who asks Jesus questions about his teachings, 

his ministry and his journey. He is depicted as a leader, even among the 

other apostles, which is fitting because he is the first pope, in the Roman 

Catholic tradition.  

Peter is an incredible model of missionary discipleship – not despite, but because of his scandalous denial of 

Jesus three times after the Last Supper. Peter, unlike Judas, did betray Jesus. But it is in his betrayal that we, as 

disciples on mission, in the face of great evil and persecution can find hope and refuge because Peter did turn 

back to God and received the mercy of God. This infamous act of betrayal should not be taken as a detraction 

from Peter’s discipleship, because it empowers us to encounter our own vulnerability and embrace the mercy 

of God. We are called to be merciful as God is merciful. Peter is the rock upon which the Catholic Church was 

established, following the Resurrection and Ascension.  

In John 21:15-19, Jesus asks Peter a question three times – a parallel to Peter’s three denials – asking, “Do you 

love me?” Three times Peter says yes. “Tend my sheep,” Jesus says. Though, at the time, Peter does not quite 

understand the request, Peter does exactly that as a missionary disciple, fearlessly spreading the Gospel to all 

people after the Ascension.  

We celebrate Peter today as a missionary disciple, who radically impacted the Church and exemplified the 

mercy of God.  

St. Peter, pray for us! 

 
Reflection Question: How have you denied Christ? How have you, like Peter, experience God’s mercy? 

 


