
Today we celebrate the feast of St. Francis Xavier. He was born on April 7, 1506 into a noble family 
in the kingdom of Navarre (part of present-day Spain). In 1525, Francis went to study at the 
University of Paris where he encountered Ignatius of Loyola, who had experienced a religious 
conversion while recovering from a war wound.  

On August 15, 1534, Francis and Ignatius along with five others pledged themselves to vows of 
celibacy and poverty. Their order became the Society of Jesus, also known as the Jesuits, a Roman 
Catholic missionary organization. Jesuit missionaries played a leading role in the Counter-
Reformation and converted hundreds of thousands to Catholicism. The order grew and extended its 
influence through its roles in education, scholarship, and missionary activities. 

The order – under the leadership of military-man Ignatius – received a request from the Pope to 
travel East on mission. Therefore, the Jesuits formed a small mission team to journey east, but one 
of the priests became ill and Francis took his place. Francis, ultimately, went from Rome to 
Portugal, around Africa to arrive in southeast Asia. He began this mission in March 1540, just six 
years after the founding of the Society of Jesus, three years after his ordination and months before 
the Society of Jesus was officially recognized as a religious order by Pope Paul III on September 27, 
1540. As a missionary, Francis encountered the people of India, Goa, present-day Thailand, off-
shore China and Japan. He died as he was waiting to arrive on China’s mainland.  

Francis was canonized on Mary 12, 1622, along with Ignatius of Loyola, Teresa of Avila, and Philip 
Neri. He and Saint Thérèse of Lisieux were declared co-patrons of mission in 1925. 

St. Francis Xavier, pray for us. 

Missionary Saints is a service to the Church by the United States Catholic Mission Association (USCMA). 
The faithful have been baptized and sent on mission.

USCMA forms the next generations of missionaries—lay, religious, ordained.
Journey with us; feed the missionary impulse within you.
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