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February 2021 

 

Welcome to Encounter! 

Our feature article is about Pattye Pece, a contemplative by disposition, whose life was changed by an encounter leading her      

into mission through Fair Trade and taking her to Africa and India. Encounter is also part of the missionary-discipleship model of 

Pope Francis as Bill Gregory outlines in his article Disciples of Christ, the Peacemaker. As we move into Lent, with its           

traditions of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving, Pattye’s story reminds us that contemplation leads us into mission – even through the 

marketplace – in our efforts to advance the common good and Bill’s article gives an excellent summary of Pope Francis’s vision for 

mission as encounter fueled by dialogue. Speaking of Lent be sure to consider No Greater Love, USCMA’s “meditations” on 

the stations of the cross. It can be downloaded from our webpage.  

It’s hard to imagine that there was a time, not that long 
ago, when American consumers didn’t know what the 
term “Fair Trade” meant. In the early 
2000s, Pattye Pece was one of those people. Always 
more of a contemplative Catholic, Pattye had no idea 
what Fair Trade was, or how it was about to change her 
life.   

“Missionary work and Fair Trade were the furthest 
things from my mind in those early days,” 
said Pattye with a laugh. She laughs often when she 
speaks. “I was a person on the journey of mysticism and 
monasticism. My husband and I are like monks. We love 

prayer, we love the quiet, we love reading.                
Contemplative prayer was my direction.”  

But it seems that God had other plans, as became  ap-
parent when Pattye met the late Fr. Patrick Fitzgerald, 
an English priest with the Missionaries of Africa who 
spoke at her parish in Long Island about his missionary 
work. This was around the year 2000, and Pattye, who 
worked in parishes as a music       director or at Catholic 
schools as a music teacher, was about to move to Eng-
land for five years while her husband worked on 
his doctoral degree.   

What Fr. Fitzgerald shared with the congregation—and 
later with Pattye and her prayer group at her home—
about Fair Trade, the debt cancellation movement, and 
poverty in           sub-Saharan Africa, was a revelation to 
her.   

“This was like another planet for a person like me! It 
was new, it was exciting, it was invigorating,” she said. 
She began asking herself, “How come my priests never 
talk about poverty and the distribution of goods? That 
20 percent of the world’s people are using 80 percent of 
its resources?”  

In England, Pattye discovered the Oxfam “charity 
shop,” as they’re called there: part thrift shop, part Fair 
Trade. And she started to think that maybe there should 
be a Fair-Trade store back home. When she returned to 
Long Island, she broached the idea with her prayer 
group, called Sobornost. They liked the idea, 
but Pattye still wasn’t sure whether it was too much of a 
stretch. After all, she’d never operated a business       
before.   

Keeping Mission Alive through Fair Trade   

“But it seems that God had other plans,” 
“And she started to think that maybe there should 

be a Fair-Trade store back home.” 
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Then, driving home from noon Mass one day, she heard what 
she describes as “a little voice in my heart” telling her to do it, and 
to call it Sobornost, which she defines as meaning “unity of heart, 
mind and soul of a group working for the common good.”  

Things happened pretty quickly then. Fr. Fitzgerald    
returned to Long Island, Pattye opened up the World 
Village Fair Trade Market storefront, and, in 2003, 
founded a nonprofit called Sobornost for the World 
Foundation. Its mission was two-fold: to provide     
handcrafted Fair-Trade products from artisans in 30    
developing world countries and to provide support to 
orphans in Zambia and Kenya in the form of school fees, 
shoes, books, and bookbags, and to build schools,   
kitchens, bathrooms, and provide goats and chickens.   

Although the brick and mortar store closed in 2014—the 
victim of a changing economy, Pattye said—their        
products are still sold online and at churches. The group 
is currently working with a missionary priest in South  
Sudan and another in Tanzania, as well as a Mennonite 
group in Haiti that runs three medical clinics.   

Fr. Augustine “Gus” Fernando, a priest who came to 
their diocese from India, now serves on the board, 
and Pattye traveled to his home country with him in 
2014. The woman who was once terrified of flying has 
now been to Zambia for a firsthand look at the          
ministries Sobornost is supporting.    

Sara Ray first became involved with the ministry in 2009 
and worked at the store for years along with her     
daughters.   

“We wanted to live our faith,” Sara said, and have their 
eyes opened to suffering around the world and even here 
at home in the States. “It is also gratifying to see the    
generosity of parishioners and others who respond to our 
message and support our                                             
organization by purchasing our Fair-Trade products with 
such enthusiasm.”  

For Pattye, all of this work is another means of living out 
our missionary call as Catholics, albeit in a way she never 
expected.   

“The missionary call has changed dramatically, from   
going and building schools and buildings and large      
development projects to maintaining relationships and 
encounters with people,” she said. “Our work supports 
people on the ground, but it helps me encounter and 
build relationship here around the concept of mission. It 
keeps the missionary need alive.”  

Click here to watch a short                                         
video interview of Pattye Pece talking 
about the Sobornost for the World Founda-
tion on the Catholic Faith Network.   

Article by Julie Bourbon, ENCOUNTER Editor 

“Its mission was two-fold: to provide                  

handcrafted Fair-Trade products from artisans in 30 

developing world countries and to provide support 

to orphans in Zambia and Kenya” 

“The missionary call has changed dramatically,”  

“We wanted to live our faith,” Sara said,” 

https://vimeo.com/475988934
https://www.sobornostfoundation.org/
https://www.sobornostfoundation.org/
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Disciples of Christ the Peacemaker  
William P. Gregory  

“In many families, in many communities, in parishes too, there 
is war!”  
~ Pope Francis, Angelus, January 4, 2015  
  
Jesus passes on to his followers his mission of reconciliation. He 
calls us all to be peacemakers (Mt 5:9), a leaven of unity in 
our fractured world. At this time, as conflicts of many 
kinds rend our nation, divide our Church, and strain many 
of our relationships, how can we respond with generosity to 
Jesus’ call?  
  
This is a question Pope Francis has reflected upon deeply. He 
observes that “all the wars, all the strife, all the unsolved       
problems over which we clash are due to a lack of                  
dialogue” (Address, August 21, 2013). If we want peace,     
therefore, we must draw near to those with whom we           
differ and seek to speak with them.  

  
How do we do this as Christians? According to Pope Francis, 
we first have to recognize “the sacred grandeur of our        
neighbor” (Evangelii Gaudium 92). The person with whom we 
differ is one whom God never fails to gaze at with infinite      
tenderness. To all God’s beloved children, regardless of how 
they have lived or what they believe, God says: “Come to my 
house, enter my heart. My heart welcomes you. It wants to hear 
you” (Address, August 17, 2014). We must strive 
to view all others in that same light.  
 
Second, engaging in dialogue means standing ready to            
receive something valuable from the other person. God “places 
in everyone a seed of his goodness” (Jubilee                             
Audience, October 22, 2016) and so “whenever we encounter 
another person in love, we learn something new about 
God” (Evangelii Gaudium 272). We therefore need to 
make room for others in our hearts 
with meekness, openness, and a firm commitment to listen. This 
does not mean setting aside our convictions 
but rather being humble enough to be challenged by them in 

ways we may not anticipate. Doing this fosters peace, for “the 
root of peace lies in the capacity to listen” (Angelus, July 17, 
2016).  
  
Third, in speaking with others, we must not argue 
but rather seek to persuade with gentleness. Our words and tone 
must be nonviolent. This is not easy, particularly when others’ 
words are crude, confrontational, or express positions 
that trouble us deeply. But “to be true followers of Jesus today 
also includes embracing his teaching about                              
nonviolence” (Message, January 1, 2017). Without giving up 
our convictions, we have to show that the other person is 
worth more to us than our own authentic                                
certitudes (Address, November 10, 2015). Gentleness is 
the key to this.  
  
Since it is natural for us to want to avoid conflicts as well 
as those who appear very different from ourselves,                 
doing all of this requires courage and trust in God. We need to 
trust that God’s plan of unity for the human 
race is far greater and more powerful than all of our fears and 
divisions (Evangelii Gaudium 226–230). The fact is, we are all 
children of the same God and so there is always common 
ground to be uncovered with another person. More than 
that, there is growth and enrichment to be found in learning to 
step beyond ourselves.  

 Since it is natural for us to want to avoid conflicts as well 
as those who appear very different from ourselves,                      
doing all of this requires courage and trust in God. We need to 
trust that God’s plan of unity for the human 
race is far greater and more powerful than all of our fears and 
divisions (Evangelii Gaudium 226–230). The fact is, we are all 
children of the same God and so there is always common 
ground to be uncovered with another person. More than 
that, there is growth and enrichment to be found in learning to 
step beyond ourselves.  

“How do we do this as Christians? According to Pope 

Francis, we first have to recognize “the sacred grandeur 

of our  neighbor” (Evangelii Gaudium 92).” 

“Since it is natural for us to want to avoid conflicts as well 

as those who appear very different from ourselves,                      

doing all of this requires courage and trust in God.” 
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USCMA Happenings 
 
• No Greater Love | Meditations on the Stations of the Cross. Here is the link to our website with more information.   
 
• 03.11.2021 Webinar on Social Analysis| This webinar will be at 2 pm ET, Matt Dulka, from Maryknoll, will lead this 90 

minute webinar on basics of social analysis – the see, judge, act process – and consider its implications for mission. Social   
analysis is the process USCMA is using for its 2021 Conference on Mission and Migration. REGISTRATION is required.   

 
• 03.19.2021 St. Joseph and Mission | St. Joseph and Mission is an hour of prayer, a reflection, a meditation, a conversation 

on St. Joseph and Mission on his Feast Day. It begins at 12:00 pm ET. REGISTRATION is required.    
 
• 03.25.2021 Accompaniment and Solidarity| This webinar will be at 2pm Et. 2021 World Mission Sunday 

Message. Gather with other missionaries to support each other through Lent. There will be a brief presentation 
on Pope Francis’s Message for World Mission Sunday 2021. REGISTRATION is required.   

 
• Books for Review | USCMA receives complimentary books about missiology, theology, and spirituality for 

review. Our feature book for February is Re-Enchanting the Earth: Why AI Needs Religion by Ilia Delio 
For this book or a current listing, email Airianna Beitler, USCMA Communication and Publication Associate.  

The United States Catholic Mission Association is a national alliance of individuals and organizations committed to the mission Jesus 
entrusted to his Church. Through its members and services USCMA animates missionaries, prepares them for mission, accompanies 
them through mission, and form them for leadership. ENCOUNTER is made possible in part, by a grant from Catholic Communication 
Campaign. You build bridges of global solidarity by supporting USCMA. Donate at uscatholicmission.org. Copyright 2021.  

United States Catholic Mission Association 
7300 Hanover Drive, Suite 304, Greenbelt, MD, 20770 

202-832-3112 
www.uscatholicmission.org 

 Dialogue in practice never looks perfect, of course, for we are 
human. But with God’s help, every genuine effort can form a 
link in a chain of mutual understanding that gradually grows 
stronger over time. “By trying to understand the thinking of 
others, their experiences, their hopes, we can see more clearly 
our shared aspirations” (Address, July 11, 
2015). And those shared aspirations will hold us together and 
form the basis of peace. “Are there differences? They remain to 
one side, to be looked at again later. But on those things that we 
are agreed, we are committed and we defend them. This is one 
step forward. This is the culture of encounter” (Address, July 11, 
2015).  
 
Unfortunately, there are some who are not inclined                
toward dialogue, peace, or the mutual respect that that is        
necessary to sustain just and harmonious relationships. In such 
instances, it may only be wordless or unexpected acts of 
care that can get through those defenses.   

But we should never presume that dialogue would be            
fruitless. Likely, our own pride, anger, fear, or resistance to 

change present more immediate obstacles. But God, again, is 
greater than all these and gently encourages us to find our 
strength in God and to consider how we each   
may reflect God’s light outward in some small way. “God is 
peace” (Urbi et Orbi, December 25, 2013) and God is near.  
   
Pope Francis reminds us that  dialogue tears down walls of                  
division and builds bridges of understanding. 
It creates fraternity and friendship and makes all people       
members of a single family. “For this reason, it is vital that it 
grow and expand between people of every condition and belief, 
like a net of peace that protects the world and especially protects 
the weakest members” (Address, September 30, 2013). Let 
us listen, therefore, to how the Lord may be calling us to sow 
greater peace in our families, our workplaces, our churches, and 
in society at large.  

  
William P. Gregory is Associate  Professor of 
Religious Studies at Clarke University and edi-
tor of Go Forth: Toward a Community of  Mission-
ary Disciples (Orbis, 2019), a collection of Pope 
Francis’s teachings on mission.  

“Likely, our own pride, anger, fear, or resistance to 

change present more immediate obstacles. ” 

https://uscatholicmission.org/lent-2021
file:///C:/Users/AiriannaBeitler/Documents/Custom Office Templates
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