
The Mission of 
Saint Joseph

A Meditation on Patris Corde – A Father’s Heart

March 19, 2021 – 12 noon Eastern Time



Agenda

• Introductions

• Introduce Yourself to the 
Group

• Favorite St. Joseph Story

• A summary of Patris Corde

• The Missions of St. Joseph

• Joseph’s Song

• Small Group Reflection

• Large Group Sharing

• Closing Prayer



Patris Corde – An Overview

Pope Francis, December 8, 2020



Introductory 
Comments

• We know little. 

• Yet, we know enough to appreciate “the 
mission” entrusted to him by God. 

• Carpenter, betrothed to Mary, a “just 
man,” sent by God, witnessed the birth 
of Jesus, gave him his name, welcomed 
shepherds and Magi, asylum seeker, 
protector, provider, guardian, and father. 

• Patron of the Church (Pius IX), Workers 
(Pius XII), Guardian of the Redeemer 
(Saint John Paul II). 



Beloved Father
• Spouse of Mary and father of Jesus. 

• Sacrificial service to the mystery of the 
incarnation and its redemptive purpose 
(Saint Paul VI). 

• Joseph devoted himself completely to “the 
child and his mother.” 

• Many Christians, throughout the ages, 
have found in St. Joseph an advocate and 
intercessor. 

• St. Teresa of Avila venerated St. Joseph. 



Tender Father

• Joseph was a tender father. 

• In was formed in tenderness from the 
scriptures that, as a righteous man, he 
knew. 

• Compassion over all he made (Psalm 
145:9) 

• Tenderness was his response to Mary 
when he learned of her pregnancy. 

• He is tender even with his own fears and 
weaknesses. 

• Was he the first person to “hold” Jesus?



Obedient Father

• Accepted Mary into his home as his wife. 

• Rise, take the child and his mother

• Went to the land of Israel. 

• Made his home in a town called Nazareth. 



Accepting Father

• Protected Mary’s name. 

• Accepted the unexpected course 
of events. 

• A spiritual path that accepts 
rather than explains. 

• Embodiment of Fortiude.

• Son of David, do not be afraid. 
Joseph said yes through his 
obedience and his actions. 

• No short cuts; confront reality 
with open eyes and accept 
personal responsibility for it. 



Courageous Father 
Creative Father
• In the face of difficulty, we can either 

give up, fight, or engage. 

• Joseph engaged reality. He risked his 
reputation, even his sanity. 

• Joseph turned a problem into a 
possibility – fulfilling scripture. “He shall 
be called a Nazarene.” 

• Love and care for the child AND his 
mother –

• Care AND Responsibility

• Sacraments AND Charity

• The Church AND the poor. 



Working Father
• The value, dignity, and joy of work. He was 

a laborer, a craftsman. Perhaps an artist. 

• Labor participates in the work of salvation:
• Serves the coming of the Kingdom

• Develops our talents and abilities. 

• Serves society

• Serves fraternal communion. 

• Serves our own well-being and the well-being of 
our families. 

• Labor is a language of love. 



Abba’s Shadow

• Fathers are made when they take 
responsibility for the “care” of a child. 

• The Church needs fathers. 

• “chaste father” – freedom from 
possessiveness.

• Trust and patience; Not Tyrants that 
dominate. 

• Authority, not authoritarianism

• Service not servility

• All true fatherhood points to “Our 
Father, who art in heaven …” 



The Missions of Saint Joseph

Reflections



The Missions of St. Joseph -
Bethlehem

• Bethlehem – Matthew’s 
Gospel

• A place of dreams. 

• The “yes” of St. Joseph. 

• The “yes” to Mary and to 
Jesus. 

• The “yes” to the Magi

• Bethlehem – Luke’s Gospel

• Ancestors; an oppressed 
people

• Poverty – no room in the 
inn

• The “yes” to shepherds. 

• St. Joseph – a “migrant” in 
both Gospels.



The Missions of St. 
Joseph - Egypt

• Courageous and decisive. 

• Asylum seeker; . 

• Protector of “the child and his mother.” 

• A stranger in a strange land. 

• Joseph takes back to Egypt the true 
liberator of Israel. 

• Out of Egypt I have called my son. 



The Missions of St. Joseph -
Jerusalem

• Luke’s Infancy Narrative 
begins in the Temple and 
ends in the Temple. 

• Sacrifice according to what is 
stated in the law. 

• Amazed at Simeon.

• To Jerusalem for Passover.

• Astonished at his teaching. 
Joseph heard Jesus preach. 

• Your father and I were 
searching for you in great 
anxiety. 

• He was obedient to them. 



The Missions of St. 
Joseph - Nazareth
• Nazareth is the “home” for the Holy Family in all 

four Gospels. 

• Nazareth is where Joseph worked as a carpenter, 
raised Jesus to adulthood, formed Jesus into the 
religious traditions of his people. 

• The Spirit of the Lord…

• Joseph’s son … 



Joseph’s Song





Large Group 
Conversation



A Prayer to St. 
Joseph
Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer,
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

To you God entrusted his only Son;
in you Mary placed her trust;
with you Christ became man.

Blessed Joseph, to us too,
show yourself a father
and guide us in the path of life.

Obtain for us grace, mercy and courage,
and defend us from every evil. Amen.

Pope Francis, December 8, 2020


