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June 2021 

Welcome to Encounter! 

“Your heart is just broken open wide.” That is the gift, and the pain, and the freedom, of mission. How does this 
happen? Read Jeanne’s story about the Migrant Ministry of Holy Trinity Parish.  

In June, every year, we celebrate the Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus on Friday a couple of weeks after          
Pentecost. The human heart can be broken, split apart by pain, loss, sadness, or it can become stone-like forged 
out of fear, bitterness, or control. In Jesus, a new way opens for us – a heart that is not defeated by pain and     
suffering but expansive and accepting of the “hopes and joys, the griefs and anxieties” of others. Like any muscle 
the human heart is strengthened by being “broken” and nourished.  

Don McCrabb’s reflection on Saint Joseph points to how he opened his heart – in many ways embodying the 
Prophet Ezekiel (36:26) – “I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. I will remove the 
heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.” Jesus reminds us that it is what flows from the hu-
man heart that makes us impure. In a similar way, what flows from our heart – grief, hunger for righteousness, 
meekness, etc. – is what makes us “blessed.”   

The work of the Migrant Team at Holy Trinity, a Jesuit 
parish in Washington, D.C., is rooted in Catholic Social 
Teaching and founded on the principles of accompani-
ment and solidarity. The group was founded only five 
years ago, in response to then-President Trump’s    
Muslim travel ban, and continues to nurture a faith-
filled commitment to their migrant brothers and sisters.  
 

The parish has been sponsoring immersion trips –  so 
parishioners might gain some sense of what it’s like to 
walk in the shoes of migrants – in partnership with 
Catholic Charities of the Rio Grande Valley, which   
operates the Humanitarian Respite Center in McAllen, 
Texas; the Kino Border Initiative, a Jesuit program in 
Nogales, Arizona; and the Jesuit Encuentro Project, in 
El Paso, Texas.  
 

After taking part in one of those immersion trips in 
2018, Jeanne Rossomme – who with her husband Bruce 
Cohen has been a parishioner at Holy Trinity for about 
eight years – found herself wondering what came next. 

Immigration Work Mixes Justice and Empathy 

https://uscatholicmission.org/encounter
https://www.catholiccharitiesrgv.org/Home.aspx
https://www.kinoborderinitiative.org/
https://www.jesuitscentralsouthern.org/stories/the-encuentro-project-encountering-the-other-on-the-el-paso-juarez-border/
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“We have a lot of immigrants in the community who 
need our help. Is there more that we could be doing?” 
Jeanne, now the Migrant Team’s lead parishioner, recalls 
asking herself. She was profoundly affected by the     
immersion trip. “You know, your heart is just broken 
wide open.” 
 

As luck – or the Holy Spirit – would have it, they didn’t 
have to wait long to find out. The couple received a call 
the night they returned to Washington asking if they 
would be willing to mentor – be the lead contact – for 
Mario, a 39-year-old asylum seeker from Nicaragua, who 
needed a place to stay and some help getting settled. 
Two parishioners are always asked to serve in this   
mentor role for any new migrant the parish engages 
with. 

Mario, who has a tech background and was already an 
English speaker, ended up living with Jeanne and Bruce 
and other parishioners for a few months before settling 
into an independent rental. He has quickly become an 
integral member of the Migrant Team. While he awaits 
his asylum hearing in 2024 (the wheels of justice turn 
slowly in immigration work), Mario joins all team    
planning calls and meets with every new arrival, sharing 
tips and information to help smooth the transition to 
their new lives.    
 

Members of the team might be called upon to help a 
migrant find housing, apply for an ID card, set up   
English classes, or get to doctor’s visits. In addition to 
connecting migrants to resources, the parish may also 
provide financial support through donations – asylum 
seekers, for example, cannot legally work for at least six 
months after filing for asylum.  
 

An advocacy component to the team’s mission includes 
working for structural change to immigration laws and 
the condition of detention centers and addressing the 
root causes that lead to migration. Partners in that work 
include the Ignatian Solidarity Network, Washington 
Interfaith Network, Jesuit Refugee Service, and the   
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops.  
 

Contrary to popular perception, those coming across the 
U.S.-Mexico border are not all from Latin America; 

many are from Africa and have made an arduous, 
months-long journey in search of a better life. For all of 
the migrants, the life they envision is one free from the 
threat of civil war, extreme gang violence, narcoterror-
ism, political persecution and other life-threatening   
situations – the “root causes” of migration.  

Mary Gibbons joined the team after the 2016 election. 
“I saw in a new light how fragile some of our civic    
assumptions were,” she said, and went on a border trip 
to Nogales. “That’s how I got started.”  
 

For more than a year, Mary has been mentoring        
Bernadette, a migrant from Gabon who came to the 
U.S. with her now six-year-old daughter in 2018. With 
representation by the Georgetown Law’s Center for  
Applied Legal Studies, Bernadette won her asylum case 
in August 2020 and can apply for her Green Card 
(permanent resident card) this coming August.  
 

Now, Bernadette, like Mario and the eight other families 
the Migrant Team is accompanying, has found not just 
assistance but community – the solidarity piece. Families 
and volunteers gather to celebrate birthdays, weddings, 
and other occasions, and the French-speaking African 
families have a group text chain that sprang up organi-
cally, without anyone from the team’s intervention.  
 

“It’s helped me understand that while you can’t walk in 
somebody else’s shoes, you can slow down your pace 
and walk alongside, share their field of vision and      
stories,” said Mary of the experience. “Worrying about 
larger issues in the world is always going to be there, but 
in the long run, justice is always downstream from     
empathy.” 
 

For more information or to contact a       
member of the Migrant Team, visit 
Holy Trinity’s webpage here.  

Article by Julie Bourbon, ENCOUNTER Editor  

“ We have a lot of  immigrants in the       

community who need our help.                     

Is there more that we could be doing?” 

“It’s helped me understand that while 

you can’t walk in somebody else’s shoes, 

you can slow down your pace              

and walk alongside,                           

share their field of  vision and stories.” 

https://ignatiansolidarity.net/
https://www.windc-iaf.org/
https://www.windc-iaf.org/
https://www.jrsusa.org/
https://www.usccb.org/committees/migration/immigration
https://trinity.org/social-justice/migrants-refugees
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Pope Francis declared 2021 the “year of St. Joseph.” In 
his apostolic letter, Patris Corde (With a Father’s Heart), 
the Holy Father recognizes the 150th anniversary of 
Blessed Pope Pius IX’s declaration of St. Joseph as the 
patron of the Catholic Church, the reflections other 
popes have offered on St. Joseph, the devotion this   
beloved saint has evoked in the faithful, and humanity’s 
need for “the father’s heart,” especially during the trying 
days of the Covid-19 pandemic.  
 
In this brief reflection, I want to explore the “mission” 
of St. Joseph so that all missionaries – from those who 
give a handful of hours to mission through their parish 
to the women and men who dedicate years, even their 
whole lives, to mission – will see in St. Joseph inspira-
tion, support, and accompaniment for mission.  
 
A missionary is a missionary-disciple who is sent by 
God, through the Church, to do the missionary work of 
the Church. While we usually think of a missionary as 
going off to a foreign land, missionaries serve in our 
neighborhoods, cities, and across the country, as well as 
around the world. The mission of St. Joseph can be seen 
through four places that this “minister of salvation” 
went to serve “the person and mission of Jesus directly 
through the exercise of his fatherhood.”  

The story of Joseph – and I refer to him by his given 
name to encounter first the man who becomes the saint 
– begins in Bethlehem where he lives (the Gospel of St. 
Matthew) or where he travels to in compliance with the 
Roman census (the Gospel of St. Luke). Bethlehem is 
the place of dreams, of discernment, of wrestling with 
God’s will while suffering the oppression of Rome. 
Bethlehem is the place of birth, it is where Joseph be-
comes a father, where he welcomes the three wisemen, 
where he rises to “take the child and his mother” and 
flees to Egypt to protect them from the evil of Herod.  

Joseph’s mission takes him from his native country to 
provide for the well-being of Jesus and Mary. He is   
decisive and courageous leaving “by night.” Obedient to 
the will of the Father, Joseph “stayed there until the 
death of Herod, that what the Lord had said through the 
prophet might be fulfilled, ‘Out of Egypt I called my 
son.’” (Matthew 2:15). Joseph dwelt in the land of Egypt 
to establish his young family in safety and to fulfill the 
scripture.  
 
According to the Gospel of St. Luke, Joseph goes to 
Jerusalem multiple times. After Jesus is born, circum-
cised, and named, Joseph and Mary “took him up to  
Jerusalem to present him to the Lord.” Joseph and Mary 
are clearly partners in the unfolding of Jesus’ mission to 
Jerusalem. Together, they heard the witness of Simeon 
and received his blessing. They would take Jesus “each 
year” to Jerusalem for the feast of Passover. Then, when 
Jesus was 12, they could not find him “among their   
relatives and acquaintances,” so they traveled back to 
Jerusalem and, after three days, found him in the     
Temple “sitting in the midst of the teachers.”  
 
All who heard Jesus were 
“astonished at his under-
standing and his answers.” 
Similarly, Joseph and Mary 
“were astonished.” Joseph 
witnessed Jesus embrace 
his mission, to “be in my 
Father’s house,” and to 
teach the teachers of the 
temple. The obedience of 
Jesus to Joseph and Mary 
in Nazareth points to the 
formation they provided 
him so he could “advance 
in wisdom and age and favor before God and man.”  
 
Finally, there is Nazareth. According to St. Matthew, 
Joseph was warned in a dream not to go back to Judea 
but decides to go to “the region of Galilee.” Joseph 
chooses Nazareth as the town where he will care for the 
“child and his mother.” In making that decision, Joseph 
fulfills what was spoken through the prophets, “He shall 
be called a Nazorean.” Nazareth is the place of the 
“hidden years” of Jesus’ life but clearly the place where 
he would grow into adulthood. Nazareth is the “longest 
mile” of Joseph’s mission. It is a time of work – not just 
labor but craftsmanship, perhaps even artistry. It is a 
time when Joseph, presumably, taught Jesus how to be a 
carpenter as well as the religious traditions of his people.  

“Joseph was a missionary. He heard and 

obeyed God’s word, he went where he was 

sent and “dwelt” where he was planted, and 

above all else, he loved Mary and Jesus.” 

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/papa-francesco-lettera-ap_20201208_patris-corde.html
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USCMA Happenings 
• 07.08.2021 USCMA Board of Director’s Meeting | Please remember the board in your prayers. All 

USCMA members can request the board to take up issues or concerns. Please address any such concerns to 
Don McCrabb.  

 
• 07.11.2021 Don McCrabb is doing a Mission Appeal in the Archdiocese of Cincinnati. Don is available for 

talks, missions, and consultation. You can connect with Don at dmccrabb@uscatholicmission.org. 
 
• 07.15.2021 Migration - the Current State | This webinar will be a panel discussion at 2:00 pm EST on what 

Church leaders - and hopefully a representative of the Biden Administration - see happening with migration. 
REGISTRATION is required.  

 
• 07.29.2021 Accompaniment and Solidarity | This is the last meeting of Accompaniment 

& Solidarity before the August break. It will be a "cenacle" moment - of seeing, hearing, 
praying, and discerning. It is free but REGISTRATION is required.  

 
• 08.06.2021 and 08.07.21 Educators on Mission | Maryknoll hosts a program for          

educators and catechists on social justice, global solidarity, and building community. Click 
here to register and for more information.  

 
• Books for Review | USCMA receives complimentary books about missiology, theology, 

and spirituality for review. Our feature book for June is Seeds of Justice - Organizing 
Your Church to Transform the World by Alex Tindal Wisendanger. For this book or  
a current listing, email Nichole Petty, USCMA Office Manager. 

The United States Catholic Mission Association is a national alliance of individuals and organizations committed to the mission Jesus 
entrusted to his Church. Through its members and services USCMA animates missionaries, prepares them for mission, accompanies 
them through mission, and form them for leadership. ENCOUNTER is made possible in part, by a grant from Catholic Communication 
Campaign. You build bridges of global solidarity by supporting USCMA. Donate at uscatholicmission.org. Copyright 2020.  

United States Catholic Mission Association 
7300 Hanover Drive, Suite 304, Greenbelt, MD, 20770 

202-832-3112 
www.uscatholicmission.org 

We know that Jesus could read and write – something 
that Joseph and Mary must have taught him.  
 
Nazareth is also the place, we presume, where Joseph 
died. We know very little about the transition for Jesus –  
when he left home to find John the Baptist at the      
Jordan. We do not know if Joseph died before or after   
Jesus left. All four gospels attest to Jesus as a Nazorean 
and that he was the “son of a carpenter.” We do know 
that when Jesus begins his mission, only Mary accompa-
nies him through those years to his death on the cross, 
his resurrection, his ascension, and the outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit.  
  
Joseph was a missionary. He heard and obeyed God’s 
word, he went where he was sent and “dwelt” where he 
was planted, and above all else, he loved Mary and Jesus. 
The mission of Joseph, as for every missionary, is to 
bring Jesus to the world. Through Joseph’s betrothal to 
Mary, his obedience to a God who reveals himself in 
dreams, his courage, his craftsmanship, and his father-
hood, Jesus could “save his people from their sins.”  
 

Saint John Paul II said, “Saint Joseph was called by God 
to serve the person and mission of Jesus directly 
through the exercise of his fatherhood” and that in this 
way, “he cooperated in the fullness of time in the great 
mystery of salvation and is truly a minister of salva-
tion” (as quoted in Patris Corde, page 6 )  
 
In a recent address to seminarians (June 10, 2021), Pope 
Francis addressed their formators. “May they learn more 
from your life than from your words, as happened in the 
house of Nazareth, where Jesus was formed at the 
school of Joseph’s ‘creative courage.’” 
 
Saint Joseph, minister of salvation, spouse of Mary,   
father to Jesus, Patron of the Church, Patron of    
Workers, Guardian of the Redeemer, Creative Courage, 
Shadow of the Father, pray for us. 

 
 

Donald R. McCrabb, D. Min., is the    
Executive Director of the United States 
Catholic Mission Association. 

mailto:dmccrabb@uscatholicmission.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwpduGhqz0qH9clJjU3vrWGrOGqtLllxqXY
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUpcuuoqzssHtZO2oIBIEQfP369j9bDR7UZ
https://mission.maryknoll.us/formation-for-catholic-educators?utm_campaign=2021%20Summer%20TCO%20MDFP&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=131469833&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--9AJRguRqg4AdhzFVqsMJ5975MBNUWFx6zu2jDJ648CYCuOyFOBKT6f1mfK5Ecc7UiYGM-TtvF-wLh2bTAOeoBQJCUxfbNsPMrVitBug7T
mailto:associate@uscatholicmission.org
http://www.usccb.org/catholic-giving/opportunities-for-giving/catholic-communication-campaign/index.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/catholic-giving/opportunities-for-giving/catholic-communication-campaign/index.cfm
https://uscatholicmission.org/

