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   Welcome to Encounter! 

Speak his name. See his face. Look into his eyes. Hear his story.   

As I write this, it is the first anniversary of George Floyd’s death. We need to speak his name, see his 

face, look into his eyes, hear his story. It is also a few days after Pentecost when the Holy Spirit 

“possessed” – in the best sense of the word – the disciples. We need to speak their names, see their 

faces, look into their eyes, and hear their story. Missionaries speak, see, and hear. Scott Wright’s story 

chronicles a lifetime of speaking, seeing, hearing with a passion for the poor and a deep longing for 

reconciliation. Don McCrabb’s reflection – really a homily or an exhortation – speaks the new for vac-

cine acceptance, for the equitable distribution of the vaccine to all peoples, and a deep pondering – a 

deep seeing – of what God is saying to humanity through this virus.   

Speak. See. Look. Hear. This is what we do as missionaries, as witnesses to God’s love, today, with and 

for the people God has sent us to, that God wants us to love. 

Scott Wright was 18 the year that Martin Luther King Jr. and 
Robert Kennedy were assassinated. A student at the time at 
Duke University in North Carolina, he says MLK’s death, in 
particular, had a formative impact on his life.   

“It was the beginning of a concern for racial justice and con-
scientious objection to war,” recalls the director for the last 
eight years of the Columban Center for Advocacy & Out-
reach in Washington, D.C.   

That journey led him, after college, to the nation’s capital, 
where he lived in the Community for Creative Nonvio-
lence, a Catholic Worker community, and later became part 
of Tabor House, a mixed community of religious and 
lay people with “different vocations, but a shared vision,” 

says Scott. It was there that he met the late Carmelite Fr. Pe-
ter Hinde and Sister of Mercy Betty Campbell, who would 
become his lifelong friends.  

“That was an important part of my faith journey,” Scott re-
calls, “which led me to working in El Salvador in the 1980s. 
It was the spirit moving in our lives, and the search and hun-
ger for community.”  

It was a period of enormous unrest in which American-
backed militaries in El Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua, and 
Guatemala were slaughtering civilians and people of faith, 
including, ultimately, Archbishop and now St. Oscar Romero 
of San Salvador. 

Scott worked on the border of El Salvador and Honduras 
in U.N. refugee camps and then with displaced communities 
in areas of conflict in El Salvador, in what Romero 
called “the pastoral ministry of accompaniment,” he says.   

 

A Faith Journey to the Heart of  the Border   
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It was in El Salvador that Scott found his passion, in more 
ways than one. He also met his wife of 30 years, Jean Stokan, 
who accompanied delegations from the SHARE Foundation 
to El Salvador.   

The two have collaborated both personally—they have a 
daughter, Maura, named after one of the four churchwomen, 
Maryknoll Sister Maura Clarke, martyred in El Salvador in 
1980—and in their professional lives.   

Jean is the justice coordinator for immigra-
tion and nonviolence for the Sisters of Mercy of the Ameri-
cas in Silver Spring, Maryland.   

“The Sisters of Mercy have collaborated with Scott on im-
mersion delegations to the El Paso-Juarez border and advo-
cacy work for justice in Washington D.C., bringing the bor-
der reality to policymakers, for which the Columbans have 
played an important role,” she says. “His experiential 
knowledge of the root causes of migration, his hope in the 
poor and in the power of nonviolence, and his deep convic-
tion that martyrs ‘have a claim’ on our lives, continue to in-
spire me, and many.”  

In this pandemic time, parts of the Columbans’ work 

have been curtailed. Their mission center on the U.S.-Mexico 
border, which typically receives 12 to 18 immersion trips each 
year, has temporarily closed its doors, even as the numbers of 
Central American migrant families receiving services at 
the Corpus Christi parish they pastor in Juarez have swelled 
exponentially.   

In D.C., Scott says their work has been more regular, alt-
hough they’ve had to postpone the leadership programs 
that bring young adults from border communities or immi-
grant parishes, mostly in California, to Washington. They’re 
rebuilding the program now with a virtual component.   

“We continue to advocate for and with migrants and refu-
gees, as well as care for creation, as an essential part of our 
mission,” he says. “In as much as the pandemic has impact-
ed everything, we have advocated increasingly around issues 

of racial equity and economic justice as well. COVID and the 
pandemic have revealed the deep inequalities 
that have always been with us. They’ve become much more 
visible.”  

And he and Jean continue to ask each other what more they 
can do, particularly as the economic fallout of the pandemic 
hits hardest those who can least afford it. Their parish, St. 
Camillus—which is rich in multiple cultures, languages, and 
traditions—is part of the Congregational Action Network, an 
interfaith food distribution network in the area, which is, he 
says, “a very simple, humble but important way to connect 
with immigrant families who are hurting.”   

The work of the Columbans is also a prime example of some-
thing Ruben Garcia, director of Annunciation House, which 
serves migrants in the El Paso-Juarez community, says and 
which Scott believes is true. “He tells people, the border is 
everywhere. It’s in every state, every community.” But the 
crucial question, Scott adds, “is are we really our brother’s 
and our sister’s keeper?”   

The Columban Missionaries were founded in 1918 and have a special 
commitment to marginalized communities and to care for creation. Today 
they serve in 15 countries, accompanying exploited workers, safeguarding 
the natural world, defending migrant rights, and calling for peace 
and nonviolence. The Columban Center in Washington D.C. was 
founded in 1985 and is the national advocacy office for the Missionary 
Society of St. Columban in the United States. To learn more, vis-
it https://columbancenter.org/.   
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Sisters and brothers in the Lord! Jesus is Risen! The 
tomb is empty. We have seen him. We touched his 
wounds. We ate with him. He blessed us with an abun-
dant catch. He cooked us breakfast. He feeds us and 
calls us to feed others. He welcomes us in peace and 
sends us to the ends of the earth. He is with us, always.   
  
Alleluia! He is Risen. Death, where is your sting? Sinner, 
rejoice, for he has washed us, he has sanitized us, and 
we are made whole. Satan, be gone!  
  
Sisters and brothers, today we face a deadly virus. If we 
get it, we become sick, some very sick, and some of us 
die. We have watched our loved ones writher in pain. 
We have buried our dead without being with them as 
they died. Some of us have fully recovered and we give 
thanks. Some of us have not; we live with a wound that 
may never heal.   
  
God has given us the power to understand this virus, to 
know how it works, and to protect ourselves against it. 
And we learn more and more every day. Through the 
work of doctors and scientists, God has made a vaccine 
available to us. It teaches our bodies how to protect it-
self against the virus. If we do not get the virus, we are 
less likely to spread it.   
  
Where is Jesus 
in this pan-
demic? Is he 
above us, 
Lord of all 
creation? Yes! 
Is he beyond 
us, calling us 
to salvation? 
Yes! And he is 
with us, today, alive and guiding us in all truth.   
 
Jesus is in those who are suffering this painful virus. He 
is in the doctors and nurses caring for those who are 

sick. He is with us in our pain and grief. And he is in the 
intelligence, the passion, the dedication of all those who 
developed, tested, and produced the vaccines.   
  
Jesus is the way, the life, and the truth! He puts before 
us a choice between life and death. Choose life. He suf-
fers with others. Care for him. He is vulnerable. Protect 
him. He dwells among us - all of us - the good and the 
bad. See him. Jesus is Lord, not the vaccine, but the vac-
cine is a gift.  
  
Sisters and brothers, we are called to be resurrection 
people. Getting the vaccine is an act of charity and soli-
darity. But that is not enough. We are called to give this 
vaccine - to be sure it is available and distributed to eve-
ryone who will benefit from it. We do that through our 
witness, our charity, and our advocacy. And there is still 
more. We need to ponder this moment to see what God 
is doing in the world, the sin he is revealing through it, 
and the peace he is calling us to.   
  
Then the king will say to those on his right, “Come, you 
who are blessed by my Father. Inherit the kingdom pre-
pared for you from the foundation of the world. For I 
was hungry, and you gave me food, I was thirsty and 
you gave me drink, a stranger and you welcomed 
me, naked and you clothed me, ill and you cared for me, 
in prison and you visited me.” (Matthew 25:34-36)   
 

A Note from the Author 
Preaching Vaccine Acceptance 

 

This is an exhortation. It is a type of preaching that is 
designed to encourage the faithful to think about a cur-
rent situation through the lens of the Gospel and to act 
accordingly.  
 

A particular concern of the Catholic Cares Coalition, 
that is promoting vaccine acceptance, is vaccine hesitan-
cy. Research conducted by PRRI in March 2020 indi-
cates that 34% of Hispanic Catholics, and 24% of White 
Catholics, are vaccine hesitant. The numbers are much 
higher for white, evangelical, men.  

I was ill and you cared for me!  
Where is Jesus in this pandemic?   

By Dr. Donald R. McCrabb  

Engaging The  

Tradition 
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USCMA Happenings 
• 06.10.2021 The Logic Model -  Tool for Mission and Parish Renewal, a USCMA Webinar| Featuring 

Jack Jezreel, founder of Just Faith and author of A New Way to Be Church – Parish Renewal from the Outside In, 
published by Orbis Books. Begins at 2pm EST. Please REGISTER. 

 
• 06.17.2021 Global Mission for Vaccine Acceptance and Equity. |An organizing session for all missionary 

organizations participating in #CatholicCares—the coalition to advance vaccine acceptance and equity— to 
strategize on how to best promote vaccine acceptance and equity around the world, especially in those places 
most at risk. The meeting begins at 2pm EST. Please REGISTER.   

 
• 06.24.2021 Accompaniment & Solidarity| A monthly gathering of missionaries to discuss the challenges 

and opportunities for mission. We will be focusing specifically on the preparation and formation activities 
groups use for short-term mission trips—from the first immersion trips for young people or 
young adults to the more frequent trips done by parish twinning program. The gathering begins 
at 2:00 pm EST. Please REGISTER.  

 
• Books for Review | USCMA receives complimentary books about missiology, theology, and 

spirituality for review. Our feature book for December is  Dancing in God's Earthquake: 
The Coming Transformation of Religion by Rabbi Arthur Ocean Waskow For this book 
or a current listing, email Nichole Petty, USCMA Office Manager.  

The United States Catholic Mission Association is a national alliance of individuals and organizations committed to the mission Jesus 
entrusted to his Church. Through its members and services USCMA animates missionaries, prepares them for mission, accompanies 
them through mission, and form them for leadership. ENCOUNTER is made possible in part, by a grant from Catholic Communication 
Campaign. You build bridges of global solidarity by supporting USCMA. Donate at uscatholicmission.org. Copyright 2020.  

United States Catholic Mission Association 
7300 Hanover Drive, Suite 304, Greenbelt, MD, 20770 

202-832-3112 
www.uscatholicmission.org 

Is there a message we can put out there – into the Cath-
olic community but also into the wider Christian com-
munity – that promotes vaccine acceptance? This exhor-
tation is an example of what that message might look 
like.  
 
Please accept this as a personal invitation for you to 
draft your own “exhortation” about vaccine acceptance 
and make it available (through the written word, at litur-
gy, on video) to the people who know you. In your cir-
cle of family, friends, and influence, do you know who is 
vaccine hesitant? Hesitancy can take so many forms – 
people are busy, it is a hassle to schedule an appoint-
ment, fear of side effects, questions about its safety, 
questions about its morality. We want to honor those 
concerns and “exhort” people – pastorally, gently, per-
sistently – to accept the vaccine.  
 
Then, once a person accepts the vaccine, they need to 
encourage others to accept the vaccine and work to 
make it available to everyone who can safely accept it – 
both within our neighborhoods but also across the 
country and around the world.  

USCMA is working on global vaccine acceptance and 
equity. If you are interested in knowing more, please 
email me at dmccrabb@uscatholicmission.org. Current 
projection is that the vaccine will not be available to 
some peoples until 2023. That is much too late.  
 
Also, many countries do not have the distribution infra-
structure in place so people can get the shot. Maybe our 
in the field missionaries have some insights on how to 
address that problem. Finally, there are supply issues 
about the manufacturing of the vaccine but also the 
availability of other virus related medical needs such as 
tests and ventilators.  
 
 
Dr. Donald R. McCrabb is the 
Executive Director of USCMA.  
 
USCMA is a founding member 
of the Catholic Cares Coalition 
(www.CatholicCares.org).   
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