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July 2021 

Welcome to Encounter! 

Periphery. The feature article shares the journey of four remarkable young adult women as they serve in the        
St. Ann’s Indian Mission on the “periphery” of the U.S.A. near the Canadian border. Don McCrabb’s reflection on 
fearing “no evil” talks about the clarity of perspective that comes from being on the periphery. These journeys 
along the periphery, in the “ordinary time” of the Church year, is what is extraordinary about mission. The  
missionary just sees the world differently – never outside looking in but rather, from the edge, looking back, and 
around, and from within. It is in and through mission that the Church embraces the world with the love of God.  

Tiny Belcourt, North Dakota, lies near the Canadian 
border, in the Turtle Mountain Indian Reservation. 
Home to about 2,000 residents, it’s the site of St. Ann’s 
Indian Mission, which has served the Turtle Mountain 
Band of Chippewa and Metis Indians since 1885.  

 

It’s also the home of missionary volunteers from the 
Society of Our Lady of the Most Holy Trinity (SOLT), 
which staffs three parishes in the Belcourt area, as well 
as missions throughout the Americas and Asia-Pacific.  

 

USCMA caught up with four SOLT missionary         
volunteers en route to Corpus Christi, Texas, to the   

annual SOLT assembly, a gathering of laity, priests,   
sisters, and brothers the week of their Foundation Day, 
July 16. It’s a 1,600-mile drive that took them several 
days and included at least one speeding ticket! 

 

Hannah Weinewuth is starting her second year at        
St. Ann’s Elementary School. A graduate of Benedictine 
College, she studied art therapy and arrived in August 
2020 to teach art but was assigned instead to the first 
grade. 

 

“I didn’t come in anticipating that,” she said with a  

laugh. “They needed more help, but it ended up being a 
big blessing.” 

 

The volunteers were immediately quarantined, leading 
to another blessing.  
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“You’re going on mission, and your idea is that you’re 
here to serve. But we were quarantined and almost  
helpless,” said  Hannah, recalling how the community 
welcomed them. “To receive like that – if you’re going 
to give, you have to be able to receive first. The people 
have really adopted us and taken care of us.” 

 

With a year of teaching under her belt, Hannah feels she 
was led to the place where she was meant to be.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“I was very much out of my comfort zone and relying 
on prayer and Jesus. How do I deal with four little 
souls?” she remembers asking herself. “It was jumping 
in and being willing to be led.” 

 

Which is really what brought her and the other volun-
teers – nine in Belcourt last year, six of whom are     
staying for a second year – to mission in the first place.  

 

Hannah, 24, a native of Naperville, Illinois, grew up 
Catholic but wasn’t especially engaged in her faith until 
her junior year of college. That’s when the Holy Spirit 
“lit my heart with a desire to grow,” she said. But that 
led to some difficult choices: How did she want to live? 
Whom did she want to surround herself with?  

 

“I had to say no to a lot of things that I had previously 
said yes to,” she said. “To seek God and to seek the 
goodness – I had almost a desperate desire for this, and 
that is when I sought out the mission. I knew I was   
being called to grow deeper through him.” 

 

Abbey Roberts, 20, from St. Louis, Missouri, also      
attended Benedictine. She went on a mission trip the fall 
of her freshman year to serve the poor in her 
hometown, and it was there that it hit her: the desire to 
do more.  

“I just felt so on fire and knew this was what I wanted 
to do. That was a surprise,” said Abbey. “It was, okay, 
Lord, I don’t know what you’re doing. But now that I’m 
here, I feel like this is what I’m made for.” 

 

Clarissa Fierro, 26, was joining the others for retreat. 
She’d served as a SOLT missionary in Belize from 2017 
to 2019, then entered the convent in Seattle for 18 
months – throughout the pandemic – discerning a voca-
tion to religious life. She is still discerning whether she is 
called to become a sister. “I experienced many, many of 
God’s graces and blessings, for sure,” said Clarissa of 
the time in Seattle. “It was a unique experience.”  

 

Clarissa will return home to Kansas City next to begin 
teaching Spanish at a Catholic grade school in suburban 
Olathe, Kansas. 

 

The last of the driving foursome was Mary Kain, from 
McCook, Nebraska. At only 22, she’s taken part in   
Missionaries of Charity summer camps in New Mexico 
and Hope of the Poor in Mexico City. While traveling in 
Ireland, Mary met a woman who had been a SOLT   
missionary in Belize, “and said it was the best year of 
her life,” she recalled, adding, “Just working a job wasn’t 
fulfilling. I knew there was something more.”  

 

Mary was originally set to minister in Belize but was sent 
to Belcourt, instead, and like the others, believes that’s 
where she was meant to be all along.  

 

“I found a lot more peace,” she said. “When you first 
get on mission, you’re not used to it, but I learned how 
mission can be part of your everyday life, because we are 
living with Christ and with the sacraments.”  

Article by Julie Bourbon, ENCOUNTER Editor  
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Fear No Evil: A Missionary Response to Polarization 

Dr. Donald McCrabb  

In Northern Virginia, parents have come to school 
board meetings to protest “critical race theory” as a part 
of the curriculum.  
 
A group of social workers developed some anti-racism 
resources and would like USCMA to put them on our 
website. 
 
Our Sunday Visitor published an editorial on “wokeism” 
and concluded: “When Catholics approach society 
through a proper understanding of Catholic social teach-
ing, any ideological call to ‘stay woke’ pales in compari-
son.” The editors go on to observe, “as our society and 
Church have become more polarized, the phrases 
‘Catholic social teaching’ and ‘social justice’ themselves 
have become politicized and fallen prey to ideology.”  
 
Jesus sends us “to the ends of the earth,” instructs us to 
make disciples of all nations, to baptize, to teach       
baptized disciples to “observe all that I have            
commanded of you,” and promises that he will be with 
us, “always, until the end of the age.”  
 
The missionary is a missionary disciple sent by the 
Church, to a people, to do the missionary work of the 
Church. The missionary work of the Church is to serve, 
proclaim, and witness God’s reign of love, salvation, and 
justice. Missionaries are first and foremost with and for 
others – in their context, for their well-being – so that 
they, in the fullness of their own dignity and freedom as 
one created in the image and likeness of God, will be 
with and for Jesus.  
 
Polarization in U.S. culture is an evil we need not fear. 
Missionaries embrace reality no matter how horrible. 
They embrace, rather than fear it, because they believe 
in the reconciling power of God. 
 
USCMA grieves with our Precious Blood brothers and 
sisters as they mourn the death of their brother, Roger 
Schreiter. We also remember and celebrate his life and 
service as a missionary. One of his many contributions 
to mission was in reconciliation. His book, The Ministry 
of Reconciliation: Spirituality and Strategies (Orbis 
Books, 1998) was the basis of USCMA’s theme of     
reconciliation in 2019. Missionaries long for peace, and 

work for justice, but when justice fails, they seek        
reconciliation.  
 
Bob’s colleagues, Robert Schroeder, and Steve Bevans, 
in their book Constants in Context, capture his belief in 
reconciliation: “In the midst of unspeakable violence, 
unbearable pain and indelible scars on people’s memory, 
the church as God’s minister of reconciliation proclaims 
that in Christ and in his community, healing is possible.” 
 
Reconciliation is the final service, proclamation, and  
witness of the missionary. The missionary, in the name 
of the Church, gathers victims, wrongdoers, survivors, 
bystanders, neighbors, God, the dead, and future      
generations in a safe place with prayer and faith in the 
mercy of God.  
 
Critical race theory is not evil. It is a tool to help people 
in the United States – because context is so important to 
this issue – to see injustice and racism woven into the 
fabric of our laws and public institutions. As a tool it is 
limited. It can diagnose; it cannot prescribe. It can reveal 
the truth, but it cannot, of itself, reconcile. The mission-
ary honors the truth and, with prayer and faith in the 
mercy of God, invites and evokes reconciliation.       
Missionaries applaud any effort to reveal the roots of 
racism in our society, always keeping Jesus and his     
redemptive model – to save the world rather than     
condemn it – at the forefront.  
 
A missionary Church needs to be with and for others – 
first the victim and the survivor but also the wrongdoer, 
the bystander, the dead, and the future generations. A 
missionary Church affirms anything that is good, true, or 
beautiful and completes it with the truth of the Gospel. 
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USCMA Happenings 
• 07.24.2021 USCMA Office Break begins | USCMA will have a “skeleton staff” for the rest of July and 

most of August. We will be back to “full strength” August 23rd.  

• 08.06.2021 and 08.07.21 Educators on Mission | Maryknoll hosts a program for educators and catechists 
on social justice, global solidarity, and building community. Click HERE to register and for more information.  

• 08.26.2021 Accompaniment & Solidarity | 2 pm ET. An opportunity for missionaries to come back      
together after a summer break and prepare for the Fall. REGISTRATION is required.  

• 09.01.2021 USCMA 40th Anniversary Celebration and Virtual Happy Hour | 5 pm ET.                    
REGISTRATION is required. Come and tell stories of our journey together over the last 40 years.  

• 09.21.2021 USCMA Membership Meeting | 2 pm ET. A celebration of USCMA’s 40th Anniversary with 
Sr. Madge Karecki as our keynote speaker. REGISTRATION is required.  

• 10.25.2021 Save the date! Angels Unaware – Mission with People on the Move will meet from October 25 – 29. 
The USCMA conference for 2021 will be a virtual gathering, using the pastoral circle (see, judge, act) to foster 
a dialogue in the missionary community and the U.S. Church about its mission to the immigrant, the migrant, 
the refugee, the asylum seeker. Cost is still being determined. USCMA welcomes sponsors for the gathering.  

• Books for Review | USCMA receives complimentary books about missiology, theology, and    
spirituality for review. Our feature book for July is Voice of the Voiceless by St. Oscar Romero. 
This is his four pastoral letters, and other material, with reflections by Jon Sobrino and Ignacio 
Martin-Baro. For this book or a current listing, email Nichole Petty, USCMA Office Manager. 

The United States Catholic Mission Association is a national alliance of individuals and organizations committed to the mission Jesus 
entrusted to his Church. Through its members and services USCMA animates missionaries, prepares them for mission, accompanies 
them through  mission, and form them for leadership. ENCOUNTER is made possible in part, by a grant from Catholic Communication Campaign. 
You build bridges of global solidarity by supporting USCMA. Donate at uscatholicmission.org. Copyright 2020.  

United States Catholic Mission Association 
7300 Hanover Drive, Suite 304, Greenbelt, MD, 20770 

202-832-3112 
www.uscatholicmission.org 

Pope Francis, in his reflection on the parable of the 
Good Samaritan in Fratelli Tutti, underscores the      
spirituality of the missionary. “Jesus trusts in the best of 
the human spirit; with his parable, he encourages us to 
persevere in love, to restore dignity to the suffering and 
to build a society worthy of the name.” (71)  
 
Bob knew that reconciliation was the ultimate service of 
the missionary and as such, it takes the missionary to the 
periphery of every society. Even our own. The mission-
ary does not seek to condemn but to engage. We can see 
in “wokeism” an opportunity for encounter and conver-
sation. With critical race theory, it can be an invitation 
to dialogue and the possibility of common cause. If the 
Church is to be a field hospital, then it needs to be “in 
the field” where the women and men of this age wrestle 
with their hopes and dreams, their grieves and anxieties.  
 
The new frontier for the missionary Church may not be 
a distant land but the peripheries of our own society – 
from the devastation and deprivation of the streets to 
the isolation and privilege of corporate America.      

Missionaries seek to restore the dignity of the victim and 
the conscience of the wrong doer and bring them      
together in peace.  
 
This means, of course, that a missionary Church       
confesses its own participation in evil through its    
commitment to truth and its belief in the mercy of God. 
Yes, we have sinned. We have been asleep as racism has 
woven itself into the fabric of our social systems. We 
have circled the wagons when we should be out in the 
streets standing with and for the victims of injustice. 
Too often we are obsessed with the purity of our dogma 
and pass by the smelly mess of human suffering.  
 
Yet, we fear no evil and rise with a prayer and faith in 
the mercy of God to serve, proclaim, and witness to his 
reign of love, salvation, and justice.  
 

Donald R. McCrabb, D. Min., is the     

Executive Director of the United States 

Catholic Mission Association. 
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