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For those who have never been there or don’t know any better, 
Brazil is a world apart from the everyday—sun-baked, exotic, a year-
round Carnival. But it is so much more, not just for Brazilians, but 
for those who have experienced the beauty of the country and its 
people by taking part in a mission trip.  

With the four values of missionary formation, spirit of 
evangelization, service, and sustainability, Mission Brazil works 
with young Brazilians, in-country partner organizations (for 
instance, schools and parishes in poor or distant areas), and young 
guests from abroad who form a “triangle” of sustainable projects.  

Its website calls it “a program of multiple experiences of learning, 
service, commitment, and adventure.” 

“It’s formation in action,” says coordinator Júlio Egrejas, who 
founded Mission Brazil in 2015. “It’s not only about reading 
books and having lectures, but also about going into the field and 
doing evangelization.” 

As a member of the Christian Life Movement (CLM), which he 
joined more than 25 years ago, after discerning a missionary 
vocation at age 18, Júlio lived and served in community with men 
and women religious for almost 20 years in Peru, Colombia, and 
Italy before returning to Brazil in 2012. That was shortly before 
World Youth Day 2013, when Pope Francis visited Brazil and 
Julio saw firsthand his impact on youth.  

“That was a big light for me, because I saw how young people 
reacted to serving,” said Júlio, who also has degrees in theology 
and canon law and leads the group’s youth formation work. “That 
struck me very intensely.”  

Two years later, Mission Brazil was born. Two years after that, 
Júlio met Andrea Drewanz and invited her to be one of the 
group’s coordinators; the third is Cankin Ma, from Ecuador, who 
is in formation to become a priest. The group also has two 
interns, young Brazilians who are taking part in the mission 
formation program.  
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A native of Brazil, Andrea has a background in tourism 
and communications.  

“My experience and background were not with mission. I 
speak English and can guide people,” says Andrea, who 
had a conversion experience with CLM in 2015. That, in 
turn, helps her to see what might await participants who 
engage with Mission Brazil. 

“We are a service that people can come and do their best 
in volunteer activities, learn how to be in solidarity, and 
how to be more human. You establish so many 
relationships with people, I think it’s a good way to show 
how they can see God every day in their lives,” she says. 
“And it’s also something that changes them. People go 
back to their homes saying how different they are, how it 
changed their lives, their perspective, their vision.” 

What participants get out of their experience depends, at 
least in part, on what they’re looking for to begin with, 
says Júlio.  

“For every group, for every guest that is willing to come, 
we will go through a process of defining the partner we’re 
going to visit and the program,” he says. “We can have a 
medical mission trip, a work improvement mission trip, an 
English teaching mission trip, one dedicated to catechesis/
praying/Mass, and one to put people in touch with 
creation.” 

The catchphrase, “We have the right mission trip for you,” is accurate, says Júlio. 

Like the rest of the world, Mission Brazil’s plans have been upended repeatedly by the global pandemic, 
causing them to cancel most of their trips in 2020 and 2021. In response, they organized a monthly program 
to collect food and personal hygiene products for those in need. 

The group did lead a three-day medical mission trip in July 2021, with Brazilian medical students. Other 
groups—from England, Italy, and the United States—cancelled, either because of concerns about Covid or, 
more recently, because foreign participants did not meet strict vaccine requirements to enter the country.  

In the year ahead, Mission Brazil has trips planned for March and July. One trip in July will be to the interior 
Amazon region, to work with Fr. Alex, a local priest who pastors more than a dozen small churches and is 
one of their Brazilian partners. There will also be a variety of components to the trip, including catechesis 
and work improvement. 

“Even if they did not make anything to get improved, but they establish relationships with the community, 
with each other, I think this is one of the most important things we can offer for them,” says Andrea. “They 
spend time together, they face realities different from their lives. This is a way they can grow in their faiths, in 
their lives, in maturity.” 

For more information about Mission Brazil, visit their website at www.mission-brazil.org.  
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Missionaries are sent. We are sent to make disciples “of all nations” (Matt 28:19). Where, O Lord, are you send-
ing us in this New Year?  

Even as we consider this question, the chaos of our current context, at the very least, disrupts our discernment. 
What is chaos after all? A state of confusion. Unpredictability. The abyss. We thought, with the vaccines arriving 
early in 2021, that we had defeated the pandemic. Then came the Delta variant (remember it?) and now unprece-
dented spikes due to the Omicron variant. Add to this the ongoing political discord, the competing stories of 
what REALLY happened on January 6, 2021, the uncertainties about our economy, and we find ourselves spin-
ning our wheels. The center eludes us. What can hold our call to mission? Where are we sent?  

When the center fails to hold, go to the margins. We can only see the true center – however bruised and broken 
– from the margins. Blessed are the poor …

I found it helpful to go back and reread Matthew 28:19 – “go therefore and make disciples of all nations,” also 
known as the Great Commission. What is meant by nations? Matthew uses the word, nations, three other times 
in his Gospel (and the singular, nation, twice).  

The disciples of Jesus will be hated by all nations (Matt 24:9).  

The Gospel is to be preached throughout the world as a “witness to all nations” (Matt 24:14).  

“All nations will be assembled before him” at the final judgement (Matt 25:32).  

According to Strong’s Concordance, the word used for nations is “ethnos,” meaning tribe and, more significantly, a 
tribe that is foreign to the Jewish people. When we read the Great Commission, we should think of being sent 
“to all tribes.” This makes sense given the history of Israel – the coming together of 12 tribes for form one 
Kingdom.  

Consider the United States of America. How many “nations” or “tribes” are in this country? According to the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs, there are 574 federally recognized tribes. These tribes – these nations – are the indige-
nous peoples who inhabited this land before European settlers came, after Christopher Columbus “discovered” 
America in 1492. Political commentators have noted the rise of “tribalism’ in the United States. Tribalism is seen 
today in a more negative light, as strong group loyalty that exalts the tribe above other groups and that, at times, 
leads to bigotry and even war. The wait staff at a nearby restaurant has “tribe” written on the back of their t-
shirts.  

Perhaps the rise of tribalism in the United States is not necessarily a bad thing if the tribe is honorable, clear 
about its values, and works to form “a more perfect union” among “we the people.” The word “people” is used 
in Matthew’s Gospel 24 times. In Matthew 1:21, in St. Joseph’s dream, the angel says that Mary will bear a son, 
that he is to name him Jesus, “for he shall save his people.” The word in Greek is transliterated as “laos,” from 
which we get the word laity.  

Pope Francis, in Fratelli Tutti, says “To be part of a people is to be part of a shared identity arising from social 
and cultural bonds. And that is not something automatic, but rather a slow, difficult process … of advancing to-
wards a common project.” (Paragraph 158).  

How do we form these “cultural bonds,” or in the words of Saint John Henry Newman, be “a link in a chain, a 
bond of connection between persons?” Pope Francis addresses this challenge, as well, in Fratelli Tutti. “To speak 
of a “culture of encounter” means that we, as a people, should be passionate about meeting others, seeking 
points of contact, building bridges, planning a project that includes everyone. This becomes an aspiration and a 
style of life.” (Paragraph 216) 

Where is the Lord sending us in 2022? Everywhere but, perhaps, to the neighbor who lives across the street that 
we have never met. In his World Mission Sunday message for 2022, given on January 6, 2022, Solemnity of the 

Nations, Tribes and People 

Where is the Lord Sending Us in 2022? 
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 01.29-02.1.2022 Catholic Social Ministry Gathering – Justice at the Margins. CSMG22 registration is
open until January 26, 2022. Don’t miss this transformative annual gathering for leaders in Catholic social
ministry and advocacy! The entire program will be offered bilingually (English and Spanish) and sign
interpretation will be available. Act now to be part of our special initiative for young leaders in Catholic
social ministry and learn more about our Diversity Outreach Initiative.

 02.16.2022 | USCMA Board of Directors Virtual Meeting. Any member can raise concerns for the Board
of Directors to consider. Please submit your concerns to Don McCrabb – dmccrabb@uscatholicmission.org
and your email will be acknowledged and sent to Sr. Nancy Schramm, OSF, President of the Board, for
consideration.

 02.24.2022 | Mission in Brazil – We have the right mission for you! In this webinar, Andrea Drewanz
and Julio Egrejas from Mission MVC Brazil, will share their model of welcoming "missionary groups" from
other countries for a meaningful missionary experience in Brazil. REGISTRATION is required for this
webinar.

 04.07.2022 Intercultural Living – The How and the Who | Time: 2 pm ET (1 pm CT, noon MT, and 11 
am PT. Fr. Anthony “Tony” Gittins, CSSp, is Professor Emeritus from Chicago Theological Union, held the 
Bishop Ford Chair of Mission Theology (1999-2008), is the author of Living Mission Interculturally – Faith, 
Culture, and the Renewal of Praxis, published by Liturgical Press, 2015. This is the companion webinar to Tony 
Gittins’ first webinar on Intercultural Living - the What and the Why. REGISTRATION is required. Spaces 
are limited so please register soon. In person attendance is encouraged for purposes of discussion. The 
webinar will be recorded.

 Resource | The Pentecost Vigil Project is a clearinghouse for resources to enable
dioceses, parishes, and other organizations to participate in the Synod.  Door #1 on
their website, www.pentecostvigilproject.org is the compilation of resources. Door #2 is
for those who are not connected to Church structures or who want to speak up/speak
out without entering into conversation or joining a group.  There is also a Facebook
page/private group where those without another place to be heard may share their
hopes, joys and sorrows, as well as their imaginations of what the Church could be like.

 Books for Review | USCMA receives complimentary books about missiology,
theology, and spirituality for review. Our current feature book is Freeing Congregational
Mission – A Practical Vison for Companionship, Cultural Humility, and Co-Development by B.
Hunter Farrell and S. Balajiedlang Khyllep published by Intervarsity Press (2022).
Hunter is a member of the USCMA Board of Directors. For this book or a current
listing, email Nichole Petty, USCMA Office Manager.

Epiphany of the Lord, Pope Francis encourages the Church to go forth, since “no human reality is foreign to the 
concern of the disciples of Jesus in their mission. Christ’s Church will continue to “go forth” towards new geo-
graphical, social and existential horizons, towards ‘borderline’ places and human situations, in order to bear wit-
ness to Christ and his love to men and women of every people, culture and social status.” (Paragraph 2) 

We begin by learning their names and listening to their stories. What are their hopes and dreams? As our trust 
deepens, we can listen for and reverence their griefs and anxieties. Then, when we see them and they see us, we 
can speak tenderly of the inexhaustible mercy of God.  

Perhaps we are called to even more. Perhaps we are called to 
enter into their tribe, to give witness to all that is good and 
beautiful, to speak the hard truth when the tribe is blind to its 
own injustice, and to seek reconciliation when the tribe injures 
others or its own.  

Mary, Mother of Mission, pray for us.  

Donald R. McCrabb, D. Min., is the     
Executive Director of the United States 
Catholic Mission Association.  
He may be reached at 
dmccrabb@uscatholicmission.org. 

mailto:dmccrabb@uscatholicmission.org
mailto:dmccrabb@uscatholicmission.org
http://www.pentecostvigilproject.org
http://www.uscatholicmission.org
mailto:dmccrabb@uscatholicmission.org
https://web.cvent.com/event/cf67da4e-97ce-46ab-945e-8e38fcb03447/summary
https://web.cvent.com/event/cf67da4e-97ce-46ab-945e-8e38fcb03447/summary?locale=es
https://www.usccb.org/offices/justice-peace-human-development/young-leaders-initiative
https://www.usccb.org/offices/justice-peace-human-development/csmg-diversity-outreach-initiative
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIuf-CrrDMoEt32jxGYZY6CNvJjUuwfwgX-
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAlcuCrpj8jH9Ke3Phc6yafTAbgxARNgoaX
mailto:associate@uscatholicmission.org
https://www.usccb.org/committees/catholic-communication-campaign
https://www.uscatholicmission.org/donate

