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A Grace Filled Future 
USCMA Town Hall Notes 

October 6, 2022 
 
Start: This was a special evening Town Hall Meeting to provide an opportunity for those who have 
difficulty attending the afternoon sessions.   
 
Dr. Megan Mio and Wesley Cocozello convened the meeting. They reviewed the work of the 
board, the changes in mission, the value of USCMA, the new mission statement, and restructuring.  
 
USCMA is a community of faith leaders engaged in networking, formation, and advocacy for God’s mission.  
 
The focus of this Town Hall was on two questions: 1) How can we encounter and accompany each 
other in and for God’s mission? 2) What do you need to strengthen your ministry spirituality and 
professionally? The full reports are in the appendix to this summary.  
 
Group 1 
 
This group noted that some mission groups that apply for the Mission Cooperative Program in a 
diocese are not connected with USCMA. Mission appeals are one way to do mission education. One 
person found the Catholic Development Council supportive. In Texas, many of the MCP speakers 
are local mission leaders. There is clearly a need for more formation among parish leaders, including 
pastors, so they better understand the importance of the mission appeal. Also, there have been some 
challenges – such as collected donations not being sent to the mission.  
  
As for spiritual and professional development, this group noted that networking is helpful and that 
every group they are involved with – USCMA, Texas Mission Council, Pontifical Mission Societies, 
and CRS – are going through the same type of re-organization process. When leaders meet, they 
need to share what they are doing and what is working. We need good speakers who can unify us 
and inspire us. Webinars are also good. In person, of course, is better, and perhaps a member could 
host a local meeting. Are there spiritual directors who understand mission? Would it be possible to 
help us communicate mission?  
 
Group 2  
 
Young people take short term mission trips. They are not getting connected with regional or 
national groups. We need to connect with them and the people who are facilitating those trips. 
Missionary congregations have a difficult future ahead of them. They are struggling to discern how 
lay people can carry on their charism. They need support to keep going both spiritually and 
professionally. The efforts of the Member Engagement Task Group can facilitate an encounter 
among mission leaders. The Program and Services Task Group could provide spiritual and 
professional programming that will support mission leaders as they deal with these tough challenges.  
 
Conclusion 
 
Megan Mio concluded the session with a passionate appeal for the convention. The convention is an 
opportunity to put the new mission statement into practice, explore the four areas of member 
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engagement, programs and services, development and finance, and governance, and to listen deeply 
to where the Spirit is leading us.  
 
Attached are the notes from Group 1. Group 2 notes will be included once they are available.  
 
Don McCrabb 
October 18, 2022 
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USCMA Townhall October 6 at 7:00 pm Central – Group 1 

How can we encounter and accompany each other in and for God’s mission?  

Possible companions in mission are those who apply for the MCP appeals in the dioceses. Not all of 
them are members of USCMA, and many of them are local or young organizations/charities. Some are 
founded by priests who are from other areas of the world and they seek to accomplish a project in their 
home community.  

The mission appeals are more about mission education than anything. It doesn’t matter if I, as a mission 
appeal speaker, break even financially. People need to hear about mission, that is the real purpose of 
the appeals.  

Tobias shared that he gathers with the mission procurators of his congregation as well as the Catholic 
Development Council, in a sub-group that focuses on religious procurators like himself. This group meets 
and supports one another in their work. 

In a Texas diocese, the MCP participants are selected by a mission council. And many of the speakers are 
local mission leaders.  

So many people need more mission formation, including the priests and pastors. They don’t see a 
missionary speaker as important. There have been some bad experiences where the collected donations 
for the missionaries were not sent to them afterwards, for example.  

What do you need to strengthen you and your ministry spiritually and professionally?  

Networking is very helpful, meetings of mission leaders virtually or in person. I am a member of USCMA, 
Texas Mission Council, Pontifical Mission Societies and Catholic Relief Services. And it seems like they 
are all in re-organization processes. It would be helpful if everyone was talking to one another and 
somehow, we were supporting one another’s work.  

Meetings of leaders are good to ask what are you doing? What is working?  

It would be helpful to identify good speakers and presenters who can unify us and inspire us in our 
ministries. Webinars could be helpful; they allow us to talk and connect like we are now.  

Meeting in person is of course better. Neil said he would even be willing to host a gathering, even an 
overnight one, as he knows a place where members could stay.  

Perhaps a spiritual director who understands mission would be helpful, this is a rarity. The religious 
brothers provide that for some people already.  

And of course, education is important. Helping us know how to communicate about mission, perhaps an 
orientation to mission for those who are new. What are our goals, objectives, and tasks in mission? A 
presentation on how to communicate mission could be valuable. 


