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“Our audience is everybody.” 

Marilyn Santos, associate director of the 
USCCB’s Secretariat of Evangelization & 
Catechesis and a member of USCMA’s board, 
was describing the work of the Eucharistic 
Revival but could just as easily have been 
describing her view of mission, something 
that has animated most of her adult life.  

A self-described “cradle Catholic,” the native 
New Yorker and bilingual daughter of a 
Colombian mother and Puerto Rican father 
says her youth was “pretty typical,” until an 
encounter at Syracuse University with a group of born again Christians 
led her to seek more from her spiritual life. She became a lector and 
Eucharistic minister at her parish, joined the justice and RCIA teams, and 
had what she calls a “reconversion.” 

“God works in mysterious ways,” Marilyn says with a laugh. She began 
teaching at a private school, earned a master’s degree in elementary 
education, and took a teaching job at a Salesian school. “That was the 
fork in the road, that I had this vocation,” she recalls. “I really wanted to 
work for the Catholic institution.” 

Teaching led to work in youth ministry in Brooklyn and Atlanta, and 
then a year in Ecuador with the Salesian Sisters of the Missionary, after 
which she returned to New York for a period of discernment.  

A conversation with Oblate Fr. Andrew Small, then the national director 
of the Pontifical Mission Societies in the United States, led to a position 
with them as national director of mission education. A master’s degree in 
theology from Fordham University and the presidency of La RED - the 
National Catholic Network de Pastoral Juvenil Hispana soon followed.  

It all was preparatory experience for what seems to be the key work of 
Marilyn’s life — so far — at the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, 
where she landed four years ago, just in time to focus on the Eucharistic 
Revival.  

“A Pew study a few years ago showed that the majority of practicing 
Catholics do not know the Eucharistic is the true presence,” she says. 
“Clearly that’s an issue, because that’s who we are.”  

The Covid experience made this clear to Marilyn, laying bare the fact that 
for many Catholics, attending Mass online was sufficient. The actual 
experience of receiving the Eucharist — or the lack thereof — wasn’t  
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that big a deal to many Catholics. 

“Do people understand when we say we are a 

Eucharistic people, what that means?” she asks 

rhetorically. “It’s not just that we’re getting 
communion, there’s the social dimension of the 
Eucharistic.”  

Marilyn describes that social dimension as 
encompassing both the adoration and reception of the 
Eucharist and the going forth and doing justice in the 
world afterward.  

“It’s non-negotiable. It’s not one or the other,” she says. 
“By mandate of our baptism, we need to attend to both 
issues. When we receive the Lord in the form of 
Eucharist, the mandate is to go and be the Lord for 
others. The Eucharist is mission.” 

Which brings us back to the Eucharistic Revival and the 
USCCB’s plans through 2025 to reach all Catholics in 
the pews (as well as those not in the pews) that began 
this year on the Feast of Corpus Christi. 2022 is a 
diocesan year, of forming teams and providing them the 
resources they’ll need for 2023, the parish year.  

Through grassroots, small groups, and parish-led efforts 
that respect the culture of the individual diocese and 
movements in the apostolate, Marilyn said the hope is 
to “spark personal conversions and to elevate the 
truth,” a goal that is clearly in line with USCMA’s work 
“to create a culture of mission at every level of the 
Church.”  

A milestone event, the 2024 National Eucharistic 
Congress in Indianapolis, aims to gather 80,000 to 
100,000 Catholics of all ages and cultures from across 
the country for an experience of “holy chaos,” says 
Marilyn, akin to a World Youth Day event.  Article by Julie Bourbon,  ENCOUNTER Editor 

 

 

 

Save the date! 

October 28-30
2022 USCMA  

National Convention 

Milwaukee, WI 

A Grace  Filled  Future: 
10 Years of Animating the 
Joy of the Gospel 
USCMA believes Joy of the Gospel is Pope Francis’ 

seminal work and all subsequent works – such as 

Fratelli Tutti and Laudato Si’ – need to be read 

with it.  

In preparation for the document’s tenth 

anniversary in 2024, the convention will engage 

attendees with its core ideas and consider its 

implications for networking, formation, and 

advocacy – all in service to God’s mission. 

For more information, or to volunteer as a 

panelist, contact Don McCrabb, USCMA 

Executive Director or visit 

www.uscatholicmission.org/convention 
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All this planning has made Marilyn realize that there 
were times, even before the pandemic, when she took 
the Eucharist for granted. 

“I’ve had to be humble and realize that I, too, needed a 
Eucharistic revival. This has really allowed me to focus 
my own heart and my own vision,” she says. 
“Sometimes I even cry now when I receive the 
Eucharist, because I’m so aware of what’s happening. 
And if that can happen for more people, I think the 
possibilities are endless.” 

She adds, with real hope in her voice, “We can see a 
real renewal in the U.S. if we can accomplish even a 
third of what we want to do, because I know it’s 
happened for me already.” 

To learn more about the National Eucharistic Revival, visit 
www.eucharisticrevival.org.  

Above: Marilyn led a delegation young people associated with the Pontifical 

Mission Societies of the Americas to World Youth Day 2013 in Rio. 
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By Janice England 
 Program Director, Lay Mission-Helpers Association 
After nearly three years of no international travel due to the Covid 
pandemic, I was finally able to visit our Lay Mission-Helpers in 
Honduras and Ghana this past spring. With my face mask on and hand 
sanitizer in my bag, I boarded the crowded plane departing from Los 

Angeles and prayed that I’d test negative a few weeks later when it was 
time to return to the U.S. 

I traveled to Juticalpa, Honduras, where our LMH family, Jacob and 
Nancy Pederson and their children Santi and Soli, are serving. Honduras 
is the 37th country in which LMH has served over the past 67 years, and 
this was my first visit. We are partnering with the Olancho Aid 
Foundation (OAF) to provide longterm volunteers/missionaries to their 
existing programs. Jacob is serving as a psychologist at Escualita 
Nazareth, a school for developmentally challenged students. Nancy is 
teaching ESL at Instituto Cardenal Rodriguez to 7th, 8th, and 9th 
graders. 

I was warmly greeted at the airport by OAF staff before making the 4-
hour drive to Juticalpa. Despite my limited Spanish, I was made to feel 
welcomed by everyone I met. I am always amazed at how verbal 

communication isn’t necessary to make someone feel accepted and 
comfortable! 

Adjusting to life in a new country is never easy, but the staff of OAF and 
the two schools are doing their best to help the Pederson family get 
settled. For their part, the Pedersons have found their experience so far 
to be beyond their expectations. Neighbors, co-workers, shopkeepers 
and many others have been kind, open, and willing to lend a helping 
hand. Their two young children are door openers in all settings, whether 
with children or adults. In my short time in Juticalpa, I witnessed the 
beauty of real community. 

After a brief stop back in the U.S., I flew to Ghana to visit our LMH 
Karen Hunka and Josie Cruz, who are serving in the Diocese of 
Damongo. I have visited Damongo in the past, so it was nice to 

reconnect with people I hadn’t seen in three years. Having myself served 
in Sierra Leone for four years, whenever I visit a country in West Africa, 
it feels a bit like coming home. 

Karen is in her fourth year of service as an accountant. For the first 
several years, she worked in the diocesan secretariat, but is currently 
working as the bursar at St. Ann Girls Secondary School, where she has 
lived for the past three-plus years. It is evident that Karen is appreciated 
by the staff and loved by the students, who affectionately call her 

“granny.” While visiting a cultural center in a town two hours away from 
Damongo, someone called out Karen’s name — a former student who 
was moved to tears by her happiness in seeing her teacher! It was a 

beautiful testament on how we can touch others’ lives just by being 
present to them. 

While Josie had only arrived in Ghana a few months prior to my visit, it 
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Top: The Pedersons, Jacob, Nancy, Santi & Soli in 

Juticalpa, Honduras 

Middle: Karen Hunka with her former student in 

Damongo, Ghana. 

Bottom: Josie Cruz working in the diocesan finance 

office, also in Damongo, Ghana. 
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became apparent that she was already 
building relationships. She serves as an 
accountant at the diocesan secretariat and 
will also assist with financial reports for 
projects that receive outside funding.   

One of the highlights of my visit was 
Sunday Mass. It is a tradition in the 
parishes in the diocese to have a special 
collection on the first Sunday of the 
month. This collection was a bit of a 
“competition” between the Sunday-born 
and the Thursday-born. One by one, the 
different days of the week were called out, 
with those born on that day placing a 
donation in the basket. Of course, people 
didn’t just walk — they danced up the 
aisle, singing joyfully to the music. The 
money was counted and the totals for each 
day of the week were announced, with 
Sunday-born declared the winner. 
However, a man stood up and said he 
wanted to contribute more to Thursday, 
which put them ahead. Then another 
person stood up and did the same for 
Friday, followed by another person for 
Thursday, and so on. All this was 
accompanied by cheers and laughter! In 
the end, Friday-born was declared the 
winner that month. God does love a 
cheerful giver. 

Before I knew it, my trip had come to and 
end and it was time to return home. While 
not particularly fond of flying long 
distances, I know what a privilege it is to 
visit our LMH, to witness the beauty and 
diversity of different cultures around the 
world, and to bring my experiences back 
home to share with new LMH candidates 
preparing for mission and with my own 
home community. For this I am grateful. 

For more information about Lay-Mission 
Helpers, visit https://laymissionhelpers.org/.  

The United States Catholic Mission Association is a national alliance of individuals and organizations committed to the mission Jesus entrusted to his 
Church. Through its members and services USCMA animates missionaries, prepares them for mission, accompanies them through  mission, and form 

them for leadership. ENCOUNTER is made possible in part, by a grant from the Catholic Communication Campaign.  
You build bridges of global solidarity by supporting USCMA. Donate at uscatholicmission.org. Copyright 2022.  

United States Catholic Mission Association 
7300 Hanover Drive, Suite 304, Greenbelt, MD, 20770 
202-832-3112 
www.uscatholicmission.org 

USCMA Happenings  

A Grace Filled Future –Town Hall Meetings  
Join us to explore USCMA's new mission and vision and begin 
the process of restructuring the association. Everything is on 
the table. These town hall gatherings will lead up to the national 
convention which will have the first in person membership 
meeting in 8 years. Visit our website for a summary of the 
August 2, 2022 meeting, all registration links, and more details.  

September 13, 2022 – 3 pm ET 
Please register to join us as we review our last conversation and 
focus on member engagement.  

September 27, 2022 – 3 pm ET  
Please register to join us as we review the first two 
conversations and focus on USCMA programs and services.  

October 11, 2022 – 3pm.  
Please register. In this conversation, we will review the flow of 
the last three town halls and focus on finances and 
development.  

ALSO, KEEP THESE EVENTS YOUR PRAYERS: 

Parish Twinning Program of the Americas Convention —
August 26-28. Over 200 attendees are expected in Nashville. 
More details on the PTPA website.  

USCMA Board of Directors Meeting—September 16, 2022  
Please pray for the Board of Directors as they come together to 
plan for USCMA’s first in person membership meeting in 8 
years, chart the implementation of USCMA’s restructuring, and 
plan for 2023. If you have any questions or concerns, feel free 
to contact Sr. Nancy Schramm, USCMA’s President or Don 
McCrabb, USCMA Executive Director.  

Membership Update 

USCMA is glad to welcome our new members;  Mary Baird and 
her team at the Texas Mission Council and Sr. Noella Poinsette 
and other community members from the Sisters of St. Francis, 
Oldenburg. 

USCMA is also happy to welcome back Fr. Stephen Dudek, from 
the Diocese of Grand Rapids, Mr. Chad Ribordy, from Lay 
Mission Helpers, and Ms. Ann Rhomberg from Solidarity Bridge 
who recently rejoined the association.  
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