
St. John The Beloved Parish

Liturgy Schedule 
Saturday   5:00 p.m.

Sunday     7:30 a.m., 9:30 a.m.,

                11:30 a.m., 5:00 p.m.

Weekday Masses 

Saturday   8:00 a.m. 

Mon - Fri   6:30 a.m. & 8:00 a.m.


Pastor: Rev. Joseph Piekarski 

Our Mission: “Growing a welcoming community of disciples through participation  
   in the sacraments, service, prayer and ongoing formation.”

Parish Office: 
907 Milltown Road

Sherwood Park

Wilmington, DE 19808


Phone: (302) 999-0211

Hours: 	Monday - Friday 

	 8:30 to 6:30 p.m. 	 	

 March 2, 2020
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CHURCH STAFF 
Very Rev. Joseph Piekarski, V.F., Pastor        
Rev. Marek Szczur, Associate Pastor                  
Deacon Thomas A. Bailey           
Deacon Dennis Wuebbels        
Deacon Mark Fontana       
Mr. Frank Julian, Parish Administrator  
Mrs. Sue O’Hanlon, Bookkeeper             
Dr. Lisa Papili Carlsen, D.M.A.,  
Director of Liturgy and Music 
Mr. Kevin Duffy, Facilities Manager  
Mrs. Jennifer DiBella, Communications 
Mrs. Marie Malatesta, Safe Environments 
Coordinator 
PARISH OFFICE RECEPTIONIST 
(302) 999-0211 
Mrs. Trish Tucker                 
Sr. Dolores Huhman                         
Ms. Linda Mondzelewski                  
PARISH OUTREACH (Volunteer Today) 
(302) 994-7867 
Mr. Jamie Moulthrop, Coordinator                
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE 
(302) 994-7757           email: reled@sjbde.org 
Mrs. Dolores Ballintyn, Director                            
Miss Lara D. Ballintyn, Administrative  Assistant     

St. JOHN THE BELOVED SCHOOL  
(302) 998-5525           email: 
sjtbschooloffice@saintjohnthebeloved.org 

Mr. Richard Hart, Principal                                                
Mrs. Mary Lou Soltys, Vice Principal                
Mrs. Sharon Breznitsky, Admissions                                   
Mrs. Mary Ann Thompson, Administrative Assistant                              

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 
Every Saturday, 4:00 - 4:45 p.m. To schedule with 
a priest, please call the parish office.


SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
To schedule a Baptismal Preparation Class please 
call the Parish Office at (302) 999-0211.


SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 
Please complete our online Wedding Form at  
SJBDE.org one year prior to the wedding. 


SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK  
Anyone seriously ill or facing surgery, please call a 
priest to make arrangements.


HOLY DAY MASSES As announced.


DEVOTIONS - MONDAYS  
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 6:00 p.m. 
Novena & Benediction 7:00 p.m.  


Adult Choir rehearsals are held weekly on 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. New members welcome. Call 
the parish office to contact Joe Ambrosino.

 

Charismatic Prayer Group Meets Tuesdays, 9:45 
a.m. to 11 a.m. All are welcome.


First Saturday Devotions with the Blue Army 
are held monthly beginning with 8 a.m. Mass.        


Legion of Mary meets in the Gerres every 
Monday, 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. 

Lazarus Ministry helps those who have lost a 
loved. More at SJBDE.org/lazarus-ministry. 


Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)      
Are you interested in becoming a member of the 
Catholic faith or in learning more about the 
Church? For information please call the parish 
office. 


Sunday Reading Discussion Group meets every               
Thursday from 9:30 - 11:00 AM, and again, 6:30 - 
8 p.m. in the St. John Bosco Conference Room.


The Blessed Virgin Mary Sodality meets the first 
Sunday of the month at 7:30 a.m. Mass to honor 
our Blessed Mother, (September - June). Please 
join us after mass to pray the rosary.   


To learn more visit SJBDE.org.

CATHOLIC CEMETERIES: 
All Saints: 737-2524 
Cathedral: 656-3323 
Gate of Heaven: 732-3690 

Welcome to St. John the Beloved Parish. 

To register to become a member of our faith 
community, please visit our parish office, Monday 
through Friday, 8:30 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.


Parishioners, please take a minute to update your 
information at wilmington.parishsoftfamilysuite.com. 

We appreciate your assistance. Thank you! 

Lectors and Altar Server Schedules are posted 
online at SJBDE.org/liturgical-schedules.
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 A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
This past Wednesday, we were reminded of our humble beginnings.  Our first reading, today, also tells 
us that we are formed out of the clay of the ground.  These reflections are repeated annually to sharpen 
our life focus:  the things of this world are passing and finite, while the divine spirit breathed into us is 
permanent and infinite.  The beginning of Lent is a recollection of the cunningness of the devil in our 
human lives.  It does not take much for evil to convince us we can do everything without God’s 
approval.  How easily we are convinced that we do not need God or that there is an easier path to get 
what I want or that somehow God does not have our interest or perhaps… God may not even exist.  The 
analogy of us being of weak origin and returning to basic matter points to our human frailty indeed.  
Look at the world, look at yourself and we know that the Father of Lies fools us over and over again.   

 

That is why Lent is a good time to reinforce our strength to be what we claim to be: Disciples of Christ.  
The Lord Himself went through a stringent physical, psychological and spiritual examination in the 
desert.  His model of praying and fasting is what we need to imitate.  Lent is a time to get away from the 
abstractions of life and place emphasis on what needs to be corrected in our relationship with God. 

 

Prayer opens us to the grace that is given to those who ask for it.  Prayer allows us to open ourselves to 
God in the silence of our hearts and minds and simply ask for correction, direction in our lives.  In 
addition to daily Mass, Stations of the Cross and Exposition, taking time to read good spiritual articles 
and taking time to reflect, meditate is most important.  We often are surprised, when giving the Lord this 
opportunity, to actually hear the Lord speaking to our hearts.


The Lord fasted, and so should we because it eliminates the routine of satisfying what we want.  Fasting 
purifies our intentions and truly allows us to recognize what is really important.  Always looking back at 
the meals that we abstained from or the treats that we oh so needed…we recognize that we “do not live 
on bread alone.”  My uncle, who was a priest, often said:  “We should always leave the table…a little 
hungry.”

 

Lastly the ample time, we create by going into this desert experience gives us 
the opportunity to some good deeds:  Be more charitable to the poor and 
needy, visit the abandoned and lonely, be kinder to family and coworkers, listen 
more intently to those who need a friend, etc, etc.  What good is faith if we do 
not practice it?  Lent shows us how to be people of faith, genuine Christians, 
loving children of God.  Welcome to Lent.  Remember… life is passing.  Do not 
let this time pass away without some advancement toward our ultimate goal… 
everlasting Life in Heaven.

WHY DO WE DO THAT? - CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED

Question: Why is the Vatican sometimes called the “Holy See?”

Answer: A little background in ecclesiology will help explain why we call the Vatican the Holy See. The 
Church is very structured and organized in its hierarchy. A diocese is a geographic area governed by a 
bishop appointed by the Pope. Each diocese is further broken down into parishes, which have pastors 
who represent the bishop in his teaching authority. 

The diocese of Rome has a particular role in the Church because of its importance and antiquity. The 
Pope is head of the Church because he is the Bishop of Rome. Every bishop has a seat or throne, which 
is the symbol of his teaching authority and is located in the cathedral of each diocese. The Latin word 
for seat is “sedes.” So each diocese can be referred to as a “see.” Most people think that St. Peter’s is 
the cathedral of Rome, but St. John Lateran Basilica is actually the cathedral of the Archdiocese of 
Rome. This is where the Pope’s seat or throne as Bishop of Rome is found. So, the Holy See is a 
reference to the chair of Peter, the Pope’s Chair. ©LPi
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Your gifts make a meaningful difference to St. 
John The Beloved Parish's ministries and 
programs. We wish to extend a sincere THANK 
YOU to everyone who financially supports our 
parish through weekly giving, special collections, 
one-time gifts, and all of the other avenues of 
giving (e.g. volunteering your time and talent). 
Everyone's income and needs are different, and 
each gift is understood to be a sacrifice given for 
the greater good. May God bless your efforts. 

We appreciate all you do.

Readings for the week of March 1, 2020 
Sunday: Gn 2:7-9; 3:1-7/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 17 
[cf. 3a]/Rom 5:12-19 or 5:12, 17-19/Mt 4:1-11

Monday: Lv 19:1-2, 11-18/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15 [Jn 
6:63b]/Mt 25:31-46	 

Tuesday: Is 55:10-11/Ps 34:4-5, 6-7, 16-17, 18-19 
[18b]/Mt 6:7-15

Wednesday: Jon 3:1-10/Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19 
[19b]/Lk 11:29-32

Thursday: Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25/Ps 138:1-2ab, 
2cde-3, 7c-8 [3a]/Mt 7:7-12

Friday:	Ez 18:21-28/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-7a, 7bc-8 
[3]/Mt 5:20-26

Saturday: Dt 26:16-19/Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8 [1b]/Mt 
5:43-48

Next Sunday:	Gn 12:1-4a/Ps 33;4-5, 18-19, 20, 22 
[22]/2 Tm 1:8b-10/Mt 17:1-9


       Saints and Special Observances 	 

Sunday: 1st Sunday of Lent 
	 	 7:30 a.m.  	 Arlene Rogers 

	 	 9:30 a.m.  	 Eleanor Merchant

           	         11:30 a.m.  	 Our Parish Family

	 	 5:00 p.m.  	 Susan Trolio


Monday: 	 6:30 a.m.   	 Edward Andred

	 	 8:00 a.m.	 Joe Lacy


Tuesday: St. Katharine Drexel, Virgin  
	 	 6:30 a.m.   	 Josephine & Emanuel

	 	     	 	  Zambanini

	 	 8:00 a.m.	 Joseph A. Haley, III


Wednesday: St. Casimir

	 	  6:30 a.m.	 Mary Louise Clark

          		  8:00 a.m.   	 Stephen Voitus


Thursday: 	  6:30 a.m. 	 John Rucinski	 	  
	 	 	  8:00 a.m.	 Robert Pastore	 


Friday: 6:30 a.m.	 Patricia Nemarich

          		 8:00 a.m.	 Marie & Maurice Walton

         	 	 7:00 p.m.	 Stations of the Cross


Saturday: Sts. Perpetua and Felicity, Martyrs              
	 	 8:00 a.m. 	 Elisa M. Quattrociocchi,

                 	       	      	 William Stearrett,

	 	 	 	 Adele Di Rienzo	 	
	 	 5:00 p.m.	 Victor McAtee


Sunday: 2nd Sunday of Lent; Daylight Saving 
Time Begins 	7:30 a.m.  	 Stanley Vible

	 	 9:30 a.m.  	 Jerry Conaty

           	         11:30 a.m.  	 Joseph Mauro

	 	 5:00 p.m.  	 Our Parish Family

Thank you for your continued generosity to the parish 
as part of your gift to God for the good things God 
has given you.

2/15 &16/2020 
Offertory  	 	   	 	         $ 13, 728.50

Building, Maintenance, Energy	 	      136.00

Easter	 	 	 	 	        	          5.00

Votives / Poor Box/	 	 	 	      371.85

Parish Collections	 	 	         $ 14, 241.35

Other	 	 	 	 	 	      117.00

Total Parish Collections	 	         $ 14, 358.35


January 2020 Electronic Giving	         $ 20, 046.96

THANK YOU!
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 PARISH NEWS

Every Outreach donation goes to assist a 
member of our community in need. 
Visit sjbde.org/outreach to learn more.  
___    soup, beans, rice,

___    canned fruit and vegetables

___    mac & cheese

___    pasta, pasta sauce

___    peanut butter and jelly

___    tuna, canned meats

___    breakfast cereal  

___    shampoo, deodorant

___    body wash, bath soap (toiletry items) 

___    toothpaste and toothbrushes

*If you are able, please prayerfully consider 
making a donation to Outreach @ online giving > 
sjbde.org/connect-now-giving, or in the 
collection at Mass to help. Thank you.    

Our Parish LENTEN Mission is

“Opening Oneself to Light”  
Led by Fr. Robert Williams, O.F.M. Cap.  
(homilist at all Masses)

All are invited to attend.


Sunday, March 22 
5:00 p.m. (Saturday), 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 a.m. Sunday Masses

2:00-4:00 p.m. 	  Praise & Worship Service and Adoration

2:00-3:00 	 	  Praise & Worship with music, scripture and reflection

3:00-4:00 	 	  Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament with Music

	 	 	 	  Confessions available


	 	 5:00 p.m. 	 	  Sunday Mass


Monday, March 23 
1:00 p.m.- 6:00 p.m.  Mission talk* followed by Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 	 

3:00-4:00 p.m.    	   Confessions available

6:30 p.m.               	   Mission talk (same for both sessions)

SAVE THE DATE - Knights of 
Columbus Lenten Fish Fry Dinner 
Friday 3/13/20 and 3/27/20.  Dinner is 
served from 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. in 
SJB Hall, and includes fried or baked 
flounder, choice of baked potato, 

french fries, or macaroni & cheese, choice of coleslaw, 
green beans, or applesauce and a dinner roll. Dinner is 
just $12 for adults and $6 for children.  Take-out is 
available. 


This is a great opportunity for our parish families to 
come together for a meal before 7 p.m. Stations of the 
Cross at Church, or just to enjoy an evening off from 
cooking, spending time together. We hope to see you 
there. 

Parents With Young Children Ministry is a diocesan Catholic group designed for anyone who has children 
in infancy through 8 years of age. The next Fellowship of Young Families will be March 2nd at 6 pm at St 
John the Beloved.  There will also be a social in March, TBD.  For more info and to RSVP to events email 
slrcordero@aol.com  or text/call 484-554-5618.
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION FORMATION

SAINT JOHN THE BELOVED SCHOOL NEWS

We are growing because dynamic and committed families such as yours have made 
Religious Education a priority. Please continue to do so as our youths need these moral 
teachings and faithful examples to live good and holy lives. If you are interested in 
becoming a catechist, please contact the RE office via reled@sjbde.org  to meet with Mrs. 
Ballintyn. Visit SJBDE.org/religious-ed-program to learn more. Thank you

The St. John’s fifth to seventh grade students participated in the 
Math and Science Olympiad at St Mark’s High School. The 
children did an amazing job. They won seven first place, sixteen second 
place, and eight third place medals. Way to go SJB!


7th grade Johany Quijno, Carrigan Taggart. Patrick Hogate, Patrick Tobin, 
Sophia Karch, Katelyn Rybaltowski,Michael Guarino,Layal Adeleke,Cameron 
Aielle. 6th grade Noah Prospero,Vincent Correale, Ethan Clark,Andrew 
Nowell, Will Dohl, Christian Jaco,Aidan Cuocolo,Gabe Candeloro,Brayden 
Mekelski.  5th grade Sophia Adeleke,Noah Ayotte,Logan Gansler,Carter 
Gonzalez,Alex Guarino,Nico Guzman-Spath,Garrett Maguire,Tyler 
Protas,Noah Scharp.


ULSTER PROJECT DELAWARE 2020


Ulster Project Delaware (UPD) is currently 
seeking adventuresome applicants, aged 14 
-16, for its 44th annual month-long peace and 
leadership project in July 2020.   


American teens and their families host 
Protestant and Catholic teens from Northern Ireland as they seek to learn tolerance, build understanding 
and gain lifelong friendships.  All teens participate in day trips to NYC, DC, Philadelphia, Hershey Park 
and the beach; service projects; leadership and team building events; visits to various places of worship; 
and fun local outings.  Teens of all faiths and nationalities are encouraged to apply.  The cost is minimal 
and the experience is priceless!  Applications are now being accepted.   Visit 
www.ulsterprojectdelaware.org for more information and email any questions to applyupd@gmail.com.

Did you know that in the fall of 2006 the Diocese of Wilmington began fill 
implementation of “keeping our Promises,” a safe environment curriculum for pre-
k through grade 12? It is based on the elements of a safe environment such as 
keeping secrets, bullying, harassment, healing, life as a gift from God and others. 
Each is developed in an age appropriate lesson and is integrated into the normal 
teaching activities in both Catholic Schools and Religious Education Programs. 
For more information go to www.cdow.org and click on For the Sake of God’s 
Children. 
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 INSPIRE 

God Bless Our Newly Baptized: 

Brett Charles Ferris, Valentina Karime Valdez, Cierra Elizabeth  

Cavone, Ella Wilde Lantieri, Francesca Marie Clyde, and Jackson Bernard Krause. 

May our little ones who were baptized be blessed by our parishioners' prayers and good 
works, and may they continue to grow in their love for God.	 Amen.

Marriage Moments: Adam and Eve were tempted by food (an apple) and the lure of power. The devil 
also tempted Jesus with food (bread) and the promise of power. May the food you share with each other 
this week remind you to be of service to each other - not who is better.

Parenting Pointers:	Can your family do a "tech fast" of a day without TV or the internet? If not today, 
choose another day soon. What kind of homemade fun can you substitute?                                            	 	
	  	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 By Susan Vogt www.SusanVogt.net


CHRIST SPOKE OF THE TALENTS each one of us has, talents which must not buried. Our calling is to take those 
talents, develop them fully, and then use them in establishing His kingdom on earth. Are you using your talents 
to fulfill your vocation to service? Are you an active Christian in the parish, at your workplace, and in the 
home? Take some time today to reflect on how you might use your special talents in the service of the 
Kingdom.


Serra for priestly and religious vocations  


Pray for Vocations: That prayer, penance and almsgiving will dispose more men and women to follow 
the Holy Spirit as He leads them to discover their vocations in Christ, we pray to the Lord.  AMEN 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 
The 6 Characteristics of an Everyday Stewardship for Lent – Mindful 
What is it that tempts you the most? Is it an action, a person, or a place? It is something that seems innocent 
enough, like a food, a drink, or an event? When you really start reflecting, you find that there are many 
temptations all around. Even if you are strong and never succumb to a certain temptation, it is still there waiting 
for a weak moment in your life. 

One difficultly in the life of a disciple trying to live a stewardship way of life lies in the temptations we never 
actually see. We are too busy thinking about past failures or successes, or we are fixated on what possibilities 
the future holds that we miss the important things going on in the present. Jesus could be standing directly in 
front of us, but we miss him because we are looking everywhere except straight ahead.  

Being mindful means that we are looking out for how and when God will call us this very day. Our decisions 
this day will have a huge impact on the future. If we only look to the future, we will miss those important calls 
to action. We may even find ourselves in a desert of sorts, looking for any way out we can find. However, God 
may need us to give of ourselves for a reason we cannot yet discern while in that desert. We need to stay awake, 
be aware, and look for His hand in all things. If we don’t, we may even miss the pathway out of that desert 
when it presents itself. 
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS ©LPi
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 AROUND THE DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON

REDISCOVER THE LOVE IN YOUR MARRIAGE  Tens of thousands of couples have healed their marriages 
through Retrouvaille (pronounced Retro-vy).  If you know anyone who could benefit from this program, please 
pass this on.  Couples learn to build communication skills.  It provides help for marriage problems, difficulties or 
crises.  The next program begins the weekend of April 17 - 19 at the Family Life Center in Malvern, PA.  For more 
information, or to register, visit www.HelpOurMarriage.org or call 215-766-3944 or 800-470-2230.  All inquiries 
are strictly confidential.

ATTENTION ALL CATECHISTS! The Office for 
Religious Education invites you to 
attend Catechetical Day on March 21, 2020 at St. 
Thomas More Academy with Bishop W. Francis 
Malooly.  


Catechetical Day allows the opportunity to 
celebrate those who have been giving effective 
witness for years and are living the call within 
their religious education programs, families, and 
the larger community. Directors/Coordinators of 
Religious Education and Catechists will be 
honored for anniversary years of service. These 
years are: 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 35+. This year's 
Catechetical Theme is "Stay With Us." Bob 
McCarty, D. Min. is the keynote speaker for the 
event. For more information or to register, please 
call the Diocesan Office for Religious Education 
at 302-573-3130 or contact your Parish Religious 
Education Office. The deadline for registration 
is March 2, 2020. For more information please 
visit www.cdow.org/CatecheticalDay2020.  

“THE MASS”- A 6 week Lenten study. Tuesdays starting 
March 3, 10-11:30 a.m. and/or 6-7:30 p.m., at Holy 
Angels Church (St. Gabriel Room).  A 25 minute DVD 
followed by a discussion facilitated by Phyllis Edwards 
and Father Jim Jackson.  Walk through the liturgy with 
Bishop Robert Barron and be transformed through 
insights on this most privileged and intimate encounter 
with our Lord Jesus Christ.  The study will help you 
understand how to fully, consciously, and actively 
participate in the source and summit of the Christian 
life. For more information call 302-731-2219.  
Registration encouraged but not required. 

Join us for the 3rd Annual Philadelphia 
Charis Ministries retreat for young adults @ 
St. Raphaela Retreat Center in Haverford, 
PA, Friday, March 6 - Sunday, March 8. 
Registration is open and can be accessed 
at straphaelacenter.org. Questions? Email 
ignatianyaretreats@straphaelacenter.org

 
 
 

 
 

restoration 
aa  nnoooonnttiimmee  sseerriieess  

ooff  eeccuummeenniiccaall  pprraayyeerr  aanndd  ssoouupp  
oonn  tthhee  wweeddnneessddaayyss  ooff  lleenntt  

  

HHoosstt  ssiittee::  sstt..  PPHHiilliiPP’’ss  llllttHHeeeerraa    HHllee  HH  
55332200  lliimmeessttoonnee  rrooaadd,,  wwiillmmiinnggttoonn,,  ddee  
gguueesstt  pprreeaacchheerrss  ffrroomm  tthhee  cchhuurrcchheess  

ooff  tthhee  mmiillllccrreeeekk  mmiinniisstteerriiuumm  
 

  March 4 Restoration of Creation (Rev. John C. Nelson, St. Philip’s Lutheran) 
  March 11 Restoration of Peace (Rev. David Beresford, St. Barnabas Episcopal) 
  March 18 Restoration of Justice (Rev. Jackie Ford, Marshallton United Methodist) 
  March 25 Restoration of Family (Rev. Joseph Piekarski, St. John the Beloved Catholic)  
  April 1  Restoration of Relationship (Rev. Kim Capwell, St. James Episcopal) 
 

all are welcome  
   

Efforts on the part of the Catholic community, other 
faith groups, the Medical Society of Delaware, the 
Delaware Health Care Association, Saint Francis 
Healthcare, and advocates for persons with 
disabilities, kept physician-assisted suicide 
legislation from becoming law in 2017, 2018 and 
2019. Yet, some lawmakers in Delaware still think 
that they know better than the medical community 
and will continue to bow to outside special-interest 
groups and promote physician-assisted suicide. You 
are invited to become informed and involved in this 
important issue. Visit cdow.org/StopAssistedSuicide 
for information.
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My name is David McMahon.  My family on both sides are Catholics and so I’ve 
been Catholic since baptized as a baby.  I’m happily married to my wife Katie. I’m 
originally from Maryland.  I work as a CAD drafter for a local mechanical contractor. 
My work in engineering seems to drive me toward hobbies outdoors and I’ve 
gravitated toward climbing and mountaineering. Fortunately, my wife is my 
mountaineering partner, we’ve climbed several mountains, mostly volcanos and 
overlooked some glaciers together. The power of a glacier moving and the sounds it 
makes, can change your outlook on your “place in the world” and at the same time 
makes you appreciate the absolute beauty of creation. 


My wife suggested that we join the local parish, St John the Beloved. This decision became the driving 
force behind my coming back to the Church.  As a child I received First Communion and gave 
confession when I was about 10yrs old. I attended CCD classes but did not continue to my 
Confirmation. I’m very grateful that my wife suggested we join RCIA and invest in our morality and 
increase our understanding of faith. I feel as an adult I get much more from this journey than as a child. I 
have a discovered a depth of introspection and enlightenment that I really appreciate as an 
adult. The more I understand about the apostolic nature and the history of the church the more I am 
reminded of even the small things. Things like when I slink about I hear this little voice saying “be upright 
my son you are loved by Jesus”. I also continually think of a line from Numbers 14:18 saying “the lord is 
slow to anger..”, I find that in my daily life I have begun to exercise patience, especially when stressed or 
annoyed by something small. 


I feel that being a part of RCIA brings one a better understanding of the richness that the Catholic 
tradition offers. I learned that all the prayers and order of Mass can be found in the front of the Missal. I 
now have a feeling of belonging to the larger body which is Catholicism. I think sometimes people can 
feel embarrassed if they don’t know when to stand or what to say, however with the RCIA program I’ve 
been presented with a welcoming face of a parish that has been nothing but kind. I truly feel anyone in 
the Catholic community at large has their own part to play.  Deacon Tom and his wife Merrie, along with 
the RCIA team members, are the perfect people to welcome and guide those who are brand new to the 
faith, or welcome back those who have gone astray. We are like the lamb that Jesus brought back into 
the flock.  All one needs to do is put on a smile, introduce themselves and keep coming back to truly 
experience a facet of one’s self that they didn’t know they so dearly missed. 

 MEET OUR RCIA CANDIDATES

GOSPEL MEDITATION - Life can easily spin us out of control. While there are so many wonderful 
opportunities before us, we can also get easily distracted and exhausted. There is always something to do, 
respond to, or check. The clutter of our lives can take us off course, and the best remedy for getting back on 
track is the experience of the desert. Here we can face our demons square on, resist them, and get back on 
course. We desperately need the season of Lent. This simple time of year forces us into greater awareness 
and grounds us in what is good and true. What weighs you down and keeps you trapped? Maybe you are 
trying to do too much and please too many people. It could be that your fragile self-image is always pushing 
you to prove yourself and find success. Anxiety and worry, ultimately due to a lack of faith, can quickly tempt 
you with despair. It could be that you are listening to too many voices and allowing all of the negativity that is 
present erode the genuine goodness in your heart and in all of God’s creation. Or maybe you struggle too 
much with fear. Perhaps so much so that you are far too preoccupied with your own agenda and goals and 
left with little psychological or spiritual room to consider and respond to the plight of your neighbor. Do anger, 
bitterness, stubbornness, and hatred have homes in your heart? How about greed, gluttony, pride, apathy, or 
lust? For many, their passions and what can be found on the internet are their downfall, and they are robbed 
of their inner life and freedom. What is it, specifically, that tempts you away from a childlike trust in God? 
Define this and use the next few weeks to allow God to chart you a course away from them. Silence, being 
alone, grace, honesty, struggle, tears, and dryness are all found in the desert. You will also find God and your 
true self in this holy place. Ready to go?	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ©LPi
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THIS WEEK          MARCH 2020          #SJBDE       
 1       SUNDAY            Mass 7:30 a.m. @ Church

                                         Mass 9:30 a.m. @ Church

                                         Mass 11:30 a.m. @ Church

                                         Knights of Columbus Fish Fry Meeting 12:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. @ Bosco Conference Rm

                                         Baptism 1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. @ Church

                                         CYM Basketball Games 1:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. @ Hall

                                         Mass 5:00 p.m. @ Church

 

 2      MONDAY            Daily Mass 6:30 a.m. and 8:00 a.m. @ Church

                                        Exposition & Benediction begins at 3:00 p.m., Benediction at 7:00 p.m @ Church

                                        PWYCM 6:00pm - 7:15 p.m. @ School Library 

                                        Legion of Mary 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. @ Gerres

                                        RCIA 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. @ Bosco Conference Rm

 3      TUESDAY           Daily Mass 6:30 a.m. and 8:00 a.m. @ Church

                                        Charismatic Prayer Group 9:45 a.m. @ Bosco Conference Rm

                                        Religious Education 6:20pm - 7:20pm @ School

 

 4    WEDNESDAY      Daily Mass 6:30 a.m. and 8:00 a.m. @ Church

                                        Religious Education First Eucharist Parent Meeting 6:00pm - 7:00pm @ Church

                                        Knights of Columbus Rosary & Business Meeting 6:30pm - 9:30pm @ Bosco Conference Rm

 5       THURSDAY      Daily Mass 6:30 a.m. and 8:00 a.m. @ Church

                                        Sunday Reading Discussion 9:30 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. @ Vianney Conference Rm

                                        Adult Choir Practice 7:00pm - 8:00pm @ Church

                                        St. Vincent DePaul Meeting 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. @ Gerres 

 6      FRIDAY             Daily Mass 6:30 a.m. and 8:00 a.m. @ Church

                                       Fish Fry Dinner to Go 5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. @ Hall                

                                       Stations of the Cross 7:00 p.m. @ Church

 7      SATURDAY       Mass 8:00 a.m. @ Church 

                                      Sacrament of Reconciliation 4:00 p.m. @ Church 
                                      Mass 5:00 p.m. @ Church

Visit SJBDE.org for more. To submit an announcement in our weekly bulletin, go to sjbde.org/submit-bulletin.

INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK We desperately need the season of Lent. Have you ever found yourself 
running in all directions, tired, frustrated, and frazzled and yearning for the moment when you can stop, 
find some time for reflection and prayer, and get your head straight? Life pulls us in all directions. On 
top of that, the presence of sin in our lives gives us blurry vision and makes us forget who we really are. 
We can easily lose touch with God. Lent gives us the opportunity to return to simpler times and clear 
away some of life’s clutter. We can change up our routines a bit and realize that Jesus is the one who 
can set us right with God and restore what was originally meant to be. Our task is to avoid the 
temptations that can weigh us down, distract us, and distort our vision. Are you aware of what things in 
your life do this to you? Over the next few weeks, you have an opportunity to avoid them. ©LPi	 	
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Robert A. Penna
DMD

2710 Centerville Rd.
Suite 215

302.998.8783 • WWW.PENNAORTHO.COM

Home Improvements

SECURITYELECTRICAL

Trouble Shooting & Repairs • Service Up-grades 
Switches • Outlets • Lighting • Appliance Circuits

Burglar Alarms • Surveillance Systems
Fire Alarms • Access Control

SERVICES
994-3400

994-5400

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL - INSTITUTIONAL
 www.delcollo.com Free Estimates Established 1975

OF HOCKESSIN
Cleaning & Restoration

TARA BROWN
Parishioner

302.992.0104
Helping make
fire & water

damage
“Like it never
happened”

HANDYMAN
No Job Too big

No Job Too Small

Paul Sheridan
Parishioner

302-994-1434

House Call Pet Doctor
Caroline M. Wieczorek, VMD

Cotswold Hills Newark

302-234-7848
housecallpetdr.com

Convenient Home Veterinary
Care by Appointment

4734 Limestone Rd.
Pike Creek Shopping Center

302-543-7791
www.frazzberry.com

 Charles & Diane
 Frasso

1008 Capitol Trail • Newark
(Rt. 2 Between Possum Park & Polly Drummond)

BlueHenCarWash.com
302.273.2100

 VICTOR L. GREGORY JR.
 DMD, MAGD
 Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

NEW PATIENTS WELCOMED

302.239.1827
5301 Limestone Rd., Suite 211 | Wilmington, DE

www.victorgregorydmd.com

CREMATION SERVICE
OF DELAWARE

519 Philadelphia Pike • Wilmington, DE 19809
(302) 762-0334

Simple ~ Economical ~ Dignified

Dr. Mark Dellose, DMD
Dr. Robert G. Hahn, DDS

 Creating Smiles
 For A Lifetime!

GENERAL AND COSMETIC 
DENTISTRY FOR ALL AGES

(302) 998-2244
 3105 LIMESTONE RD #304

WILMINGTON, DE 9808

J. Michael Fay, DDS PA.

Ph: (302) 998-6900
ChurchmanVillage.com 4949 Ogletown-Stanton Road, Newark 

AESTHETICS
ADEPT SPA

Facial
Fitness

www.aestheticsadept.skincaretherapy.net

(484) 888-0778

1111 Milltown Rd.
Wilmington, DE

Tree, Shrub and
Lawn Professionals.

 302-475-0466 www.davey.com

(302) 328-4822 | www.maichleshvac.com

 Family Friendly Dental Office
Accepting New Patients 

of All Ages
Dr. Matthew Baran 

St. John Beloved Alumni '98

www.LimestoneDental.com

(302) 239-0502

 INDEPENDENT LIVING 
 ASSISTED LIVING 
 MEMORY CARE 

Call us today to schedule
a lunch & tour!

5850 Limestone Rd. • Hockessin     (302) 235-8734

Ana M. Vasquez
(302) 588-5244

anamvasquez71@gmail.com
Hablamos Español

920 W. Basin Rd, Ste 401 • New Castle

302-518-7284 • www.bestguttercovers.com • Veteran Owned & Operated

Best Gutter Cover LLC
THE PERFECT GUTTER DEFENSE

Never Worry About Cleaning Your Gutters Again
Keeps Out Leaves, Pine Needles, Root Grit, Rodents, & Insects

Stainless Steel Micro-Mesh Resists Warping & Rusting

Serving the community since 1876. 
Planning in advance of need makes good sense.

Cathedral Cemetery 
2400 Lancaster Avenue  

302-737-2524

All Saints Cemetery 
6001 Kirkwood Highway 

302-737-2524

Real Estate  
Wills & Estates 

Elder Law
14 W MARKET STREET, NEWPORT

302-995-2840 www.tlawde.com
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Sheridan Ford and Nissan IS PROUD TO BE ONE
OF THE PREMIER DEALERSHIPS IN THE AREA.

From the moment you walk into our Showroom, you’ll know our commitment to Customer Service is second 
to none. We strive to make your experience with Sheridan a good one — for the life of your vehicle!

Whether you need to Purchase, Finance, or Service 
a New or Pre-Owned Nissan, you’ve come to the right place.

CALL TODAY 866-335-0302
for your No-Obligation Internet

Price Quote from our Internet Department. SHERIDAN NISSAN
302.326.6100

Route 13 & 273 New Castle, DE
www.sheridannissan.com

SHERIDAN FORD
302.999.0269
4001 Kirkwood Hwy. • Willimington, DE 19808
www.sheridanautosales.dealerconnection.com

4913 Kirkwood Hwy. • Wilmington

302-722-8256
www.kirkwoodautocenter.com

• Courtesy Shuttle • Loaner Cars
• 2 yr/24,000 Mile Warranty All Work
• 6 Month Easy Payment Program
• Certified State Emissions Facility
• Large Waiting Room • Free WIFI

Approved Facility Since 1979

Dedicated to Integrity, Honesty, and Fairness
Family Owned & Operated Since 1912

703 North Broom Street ~ Wilmington, DE 19805 | (302) 652-5913
2509 Limestone Road ~ Wilmington, DE 19808 | (302) 654-3005

www.mealeyfuneralhomes.com

BRANDYWINE CHRYSLER DODGE JEEP RAM
 3807 Kirkwood Hwy.
 998-2271
Putting dreams in driveways for over 50 years.

VisitActs.com/Advantage

Family Medicine
Dr. Anna Marie Sullivan
(302) 454-1680
2 Polly Drummond Hill Rd
Newark, DE 19711

210 Executive Drive • Suite 6
Newark, DE 19702

(302) 834-1125
www.anacondaprotectiveconcepts.com

Proud vendor of St. John the Beloved

Save receipts for saint johns rebate program • (302) 368-2310 • zingosupermarket.com
Proudly Supporting St. John the Beloved Parish & School

1 POLLY DRUMMOND SHOPPING CENTER, NEWARK, DE 19711

Catering • Bakery 
Custom Cakes • DeliSUPERMARKET

 Home Renovations • Custom Carpentry
 Kitchens • Baths • WindoWs • siding 
 Finished Basements • additions and more

 Paul J. Sheridan IV, Parishioner
www.sheridan-construction.com • 302-994-1434

State of $avings.
Get Discounts up to 40%

Dan Dougherty
302-999-1700 5600 Kirkwood Hwy

302-322-2261    www.cbmins.com
Specialists for Personal and Business Insurance

Thank You  for your support- The Baffone and Pisauro 
Parishioner Families

Partnerships built on Relationships

MUSIC LESSONS
Saxophone • Clarinet • Flute

All ages & levels welcome!
Vince Lardear, B.M., M.M. 

(302) 983-7535
www.vincelardear.com

CLAUDIA'S CLEANING SERVICE
 Housekeeping Services:
 Residential
 Dust Cleaning, Vacuuming
 and more!
 Experience, reliability & highest
 quality cleaning service!
 CLAUDIA TAPIA: 302-508-9997

Wilmington
1900 Delaware Avenue

Wilmington, DE 19806
Tel: 302-652-6811

Pike Creek
3200 Limestone Road
Wilmington, DE 19808
Tel: 302-999-8277

Family Owned & Operated 
Since 1896

Platinum Needle
Christine Lewandowski, Seamstress
Alterations | Embroidery
Gowns | Pet and Baby Items
302-994-7435
platinumneedle@comcast.net

Larry Davis, Parishioner
www.pointebuickgmc.com

(302) 482-1010

91 North Virginia Ave, Route 130
Carneys Point, NJ 08069

Wills and Estate Planning
Small Business Contracts

(302) 290-3987
www.jquinnlaw.com

Jaclyn Quinn, Esq.
Parishioner

 J-Luke’s Catering
For your HOLIDAY and

SPECIAL EVENT catering needs
Contact Denise Penna or John Myura:

484.467.2151
5% OFF ALL PARISHIONER EVENTS

 www.seniorhelpers.com/christiana

Call 302-533-5988 to start your FREE Needs Assessment & Care Plan

Specializing in 
Alzheimers, Parkinson's 

and Dementia Care
Flexible In-Home Care (2 hr - 24/7)

Certified in Senior Gems®

Everyone's
Approved

Ryan Wolf - Parishioner
2130 WEST NEWPORT PIKE
WILMINGTON, DE 19804

(302) 995-9199
www.wolfseliteautos.com


