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October 17, 2021 Bulletin

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ, 
We are fast approaching the end of another liturgical year. During these weeks, the Church invites us to reflect on the end-of-time and eternal realities that await all of us individually and collectively. Over the next few weeks, my columns will focus on the following teachings and practices of the Church:
October 16-17:  The Four Last Things
October 23-24:  From the Garden of Eden to the 
  Garden Tomb
October 30-31:  From All Souls to All Saints
November 6-7:  Praying for the Deceased
The Four Last Things: Death, Judgment, Heaven & Hell
It is inevitable that the Lord will call each of us from this earthly reality to an eternal existence. This transition, known as death, remains shrouded in mystery for those of us on this side of the grave. The Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC, paragraphs nos. 1006-1009) reminds us that death, which is a consequence of sin, was never part of God’s plan. Through Jesus’ death and resurrection, he has rescued us from the finality of death and given us a future with life. This truth is echoed in the beautiful Preface Prayer I that is proper to the Mass of Christian Burial: “Lord, for your faithful people life is changed, not ended. When the body of our earthly dwelling lies in death, we gain an everlasting dwelling place in heaven.”
The certainty of death urges all of us to look deep within our hearts to consider how every decision presents us with an ultimatum to opt for good over evil, to open ourselves to grace over sin, and to choose life over death. Our every thought, word, or action has consequences for this life and for the life to come. Judgment is that moment when God’s light of truth will reveal whether our relationships with others have been in keeping with God’s commandments, according to the example of Jesus Christ. Our personal judgment will result in either seeing God face to face for all eternity (heaven) or being separated from him forever (hell).
“Heaven is the ultimate end and fulfillment of the deepest human longings, the state of supreme, definitive happiness” (CCC, paragraph 1024). To live in heaven is to be in the presence of God (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit), along with all the angels and saints. Heaven is also described as the perfect life, the blessed community/communion, and the beatific vision. Sacred Scripture expresses the reality of heaven in these terms: light, peace, wedding banquet, the Father’s house, the heavenly Jerusalem (CCC, paragraphs 1024, 1026-1027).
Like heaven, the reality of hell – eternal separation from God – is rooted in the gift of human freedom. “We cannot be united with God unless we freely choose to love him. But we cannot love God if we sin gravely against him, against our neighbor or against ourselves” (CCC, paragraph 1033).
Because the Lord desires our friendship for all eternity, he came to call us to repentance and to redeem us by making reparation for our sins. We need only express our contrition, entrust ourselves to God’s merciful love and forgiveness, and embrace the call to be more Christ-like every day.

									Peace and blessings,
									Msgr. Andrew 
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