
Epiphany Blessing of a Home - Explanation 

The Feast of the Epiphany of the Lord is when we remember the journey of the “Magi” to Bethlehem. 
The traditional date of Epiphany is January 6, but in the United States it is celebrated on the Sunday 
between January 2-8.  Epiphany is a customary time for the blessing of homes.  Catholic families would 
often invite their parish priest to visit and to “chalk” the lintel of the main door to the house.  A parent, 
grandparent or honored guest may also lead the blessing.  Using a piece of chalk (usually blessed for 
the occasion), the leader writes the following across the top of the door:  20 + C + M + B + 22.  The 
numbers give the date of the New Year during which the family asks God’s blessing upon their home 
and all who enter it.  C, M and B are the first letters of the names that tradition gives to the Three Wise 
Men:  Caspar, Melchior and Balthazar.  This reference to the Wise Men reminds us to be welcoming to 
all who would seek to find Christ in our homes.  The letters can also signify the Latin phrase:  Christus 
Mansionem Benedicat, meaning “May Christ bless this house.”  The four crosses signify the four 
seasons of the year and the four points of a compass, “all nations”.  This blessing is meant to invoke 
protection over the mind and body of those who dwell within. 

Gather all by the front door [incense may be used during this blessing, and a suitable opening song may 
be sung, such as the first verse of “O Come, All Ye Faithful”], the leader begins with the sign of the 
cross. 

Leader:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All: Amen. 

Leader:  Peace be with this house and with all who live here.  Blessed be God forever. 

All:  Blessed be God forever! 

Leader:  Today we gather in this holy place to recognize that Christ dwells here.  

As the Three Wise Men followed the light of the star, we too follow the light of Christ to be a place of 
welcome, a people of generosity, and a dwelling place for God.  As the words of the Gospel of John are 
proclaimed, let us consecrate this door and the space it protects, and all the doors herein, to Christ who 
is the sheepgate.  

Let the front door be the threshold that leads both ways to the blessings and goodness of God.  

[As the Gospel below is slowly proclaimed from the family Bible, use the chalk to inscribe “20 + C + M 
+ B + 22” on the outside lintel/frame of the front door.] 

Reader: A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John. (1:1-3, 14).  In the beginning was the 
Word, (inscribe 2) and the Word was with God, (inscribe 0) and the Word was God. (inscribe +) He 
was in the beginning with God. (inscribe C) All things came to be through Him, (inscribe +) and 
without Him nothing came to be. (inscribe M) And the Word became flesh (inscribe +) and made his 
dwelling among us, (inscribe B) and we saw His glory, (inscribe +) the glory as of the Father’s only Son, 
(inscribe 2) full of grace and truth. (inscribe 2).  The Word of the Lord. 

All:  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  

Then place an Epiphany card (an image representing the Three Wise Men) over the front door on the 
inside of the room, or if it is more convenient to your location, the image may be placed to the side of 
the doorway. 

Leader: Christ taught us to call upon the Father, and so we pray:  

All: Our Father…  

  



Leader:  Please place a hand on the shoulder of the person next to you and bow your head in prayer.  
Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation,  
for through your goodness you have given us shelter from the cold  
and the light of your Word to brighten the darkness of night.  
We come to you bearing no gifts, for everything we have is a gift from you.  
All we can offer is our love for each other and our faith in your Son.  
Transform, then, these humble gifts into an epiphany,  
a revelation of your divine presence, and bless this space and all who come to it.  
May this space and this church family be a light for all who are lost and afraid,  
a place of peace and hospitality for those in need,  
and a sign that you are indeed God with us.  
And when our long journey has ended, lead us all by the star of your mercy that we may come home to 
you to the dwelling place you have prepared for us in heaven.  
Grant this through Christ our Lord.  

All: Amen.  

Leader: Let us bless the Lord!  In the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

All:  Amen. 

Leader:  Thanks be to God!                                

All:  Thanks be to God! 

Close with song, singing the first verse of “O Come, All Ye Faithful”. 

O come, all ye faithful        
Joyful and triumphant,      

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem.    
Come and behold Him,      
Born the King of Angels! 
 

O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
Christ the Lord.  

    
  

 


