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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

While attending Mass (either in person or via livestream), have you noticed the recent change in 
wording to the opening prayer (officially known as the “Collect”) of the Mass? Whenever the priest 
prays the Collect, he is gathering (that is, he is collecting) the heartfelt yet unspoken prayers of every 
member of the Christian assembly and offering them to the Lord. 

Although the format/structure of the Collect may vary somewhat, it is offered TO the Father, 
THROUGH the Son, and IN the Holy Spirit, using language that has become quite familiar to all of us: 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, (“your” implies that God the Father was addressed 
near the start of the prayer),       
Who lives and reigns with you (again, “you” is a reference to the Father), 
In the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God for ever and ever. Amen. 

As you read this line, perhaps you noticed that the word “one” has been omitted so that the conclusion 
to the Collect no longer says, “…one God for ever and ever…” but simply states “…God for ever and 
ever…” This subtle but important change in wording was recently approved by the Vatican’s 
Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments. A similar clarification has also 
been incorporated into the French and Spanish translations of the Roman Missal. This change 
eliminates a potential theological misunderstanding. 

This revised translation more clearly reflects the original Latin, “Deus, per omnia saecula saeculorum.” 
‘Deus’ in the Latin text refers to Jesus as “God,” thereby affirming his divinity (that is, Jesus’ unique 
dignity, essence, and substance as God). It also avoids the potential confusion that Jesus alone, in and 
of himself, is “one God.” 

Using the theological expression “one God” upholds the eternal truth that collectively, the three 
persons of the Holy Trinity (Father, Son and Holy Spirit) are indeed one God, not three gods. Although 
the above clarification highlights a specific reference to Jesus as “God,” it does not preclude us from 
referring to either the Father or the Holy Spirit as “God,” which they are as well. 

This Lent, may we answer the call of Jesus – our Lord, God, and Savior – to “repent, and believe in the 
Gospel.” 

Peace and blessings 
Msgr. Andrew 

P.S. Update on Fr. Tony Kanagaraj, HGN: In a recent communication from Fr. Tony, he indicates that 

the government is mandating that (1) he quarantine for 14 days prior to flying out of India, and (2) he 
submit for a COVID-19 test 72 hours before his scheduled flight. Presuming a negative result, he will 
board a plane in India on March 8 and arrive in Portland on March 9.  Upon his arrival in Maine, he 
will have to quarantine for a period of time, followed by another COVID-19 test. Fr. Tony indicates 
that although he is frustrated by the delays in his return, he is healthy and looks forward to his return 
to St. Paul the Apostle Parish. 

 


