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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

Over these next three Sundays, our elect for full initiation into the Catholic Church (through the 
sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and First Eucharist) will take part in the Scrutiny rites. 

These ancient, solemn, and sacred rites invite the elect to reflect on their lives (i.e., their thoughts, 
words, and actions), to examine the state of their souls before God, and to reaffirm their 
commitment to repentance and conversion. The purpose of each scrutiny is “to uncover, then heal 
all that is weak, defective, or sinful in the hearts of the elect; to bring out, then strengthen all that is 
upright, strong and good.” Each scrutiny rite is accompanied by the proclamation of a particular 
gospel: the first, stirring the thirst of faith in the Samaritan woman at the well; the second, restoring 
the physical sight and spiritual insight of the man born blind; and the third, raising-resuscitating 
Lazarus from the dead to life.  

Despite the deeply personal nature of this interior process, these rites are never celebrated privately. 
Like all authentic Christian rituals, they are celebrated publicly, in the midst of the worshiping 
community (this year they will be celebrated at the 10:30 a.m. Mass at St. John Church on March 7, 
14, and 21). The reasons for their public celebration are twofold: first, the community of faith is to be 
a prayerful support to the elect; and second, every Catholic is reminded of our personal need for 
conversion as well as our obligation to witness to the Christian faith with fidelity, integrity, and 
holiness. Our witness must extend to the elect, the community of faith, and the larger world. 

Please pray for our four elect (Gus Blackwell, Melissa Huang, Garth McNally, and Katarina Pinet) and 
one candidate (Courtney Perry), all of whom will be received into the Church at the Easter Vigil. 

Peace and blessings, 

Msgr. Andrew 

 


