
 
 

A Pastor’s Perspective 
March 14, 2021 Bulletin 
 

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ, 
 
The Fourth Sunday in Lent is known as Laetare Sunday. “Laetare” means to rejoice … and we do so 
because our Lenten journey is more than halfway complete. We are closer to Easter than not. At 
morning Mass on Thursday, I reminded our daily congregants that it has been three full weeks since 
Ash Wednesday and that it is exactly three weeks until Holy Thursday. So these days present us with 
the perfect opportunity to reflect on how we are doing with the Lenten plans, promises, and pledges 
we made to the Lord. 

Have we kept up our Lenten penances?  How is our daily regimen of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving 
going? Have we made progress in rooting out our bad and sinful habits? Are we feeling frustrated with 
our lack of progress? Or are we offering excuses as to why things haven’t gone as planned?  

Most importantly, have we come closer to the Lord … have our Lenten sacrifices drawn us deeper into 
relationship with Jesus? In other words, are we experiencing an authentic conversion or “metanoia,” 
that is, true spiritual repentance and growth? 

Maybe we’ve discovered that despite our best intentions and efforts, we still falter and fall. But that 
shouldn’t lead us to discouragement or despair - rather, it should be a gentle reminder of our constant 
need for the Lord. It may be humbling, but we must continue to have hope. Jesus came to be one like 
us in all ways (except sin). He came to help us up, to forgive our sins, and to strengthen us with his 
presence. 

So if things have not gone perfectly with our Lent penances and practices, we can simply recommit 
ourselves to completing the journey towards Holy Week, where we will encounter the Crucified and 
Risen Lord who gives his life to save us. God knows we are not perfect, which is precisely why he 
extends his mercy and forgiveness to us. At the same time, Jesus invites us to strive for holiness, while 
granting us the grace we need to be faithful to our calling and vocation. 

      
P.S.:      Remember to move your clocks ahead one hour for Daylight Savings Time, which begins at 
2:00 a.m. Sunday, March 14. 

Peace and blessings, 

Msgr. Andrew 

 


