
 
 

A Pastor’s Perspective 
April 11, 2021 Bulletin 
 
Dear sisters and brothers in Christ, 

“Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!” As we complete the first full week of our Easter celebrations 
(the Octave or first eight days of Easter), we continue to rejoice in the graces and blessings of 
new life that come to us through our Lord Jesus Christ. If anyone has doubts regarding Christ’s 
ability to overcome all obstacles, including sin and death, his power was on full display during 
Holy Week! 

Witness how Gustav Blackwell, Melissa Huang, Garth McNally and Katarina Pinet were fully 
initiated into the life of the Trinity through the sacrament of Baptism. Then, along with Courtney 
Perry who asked to be received into the full communion of the Catholic Church, they received 
the sacraments of Confirmation and First Holy Communion. Their grace-filled response to the call 
of Christ is evidence that the Lord is alive and active in our midst. We look forward to living our 
Christian faith with these individuals (our neophytes) as well as assisting those for whom Christ 
has begun to speak to their hearts, asking them to follow him as “the Way and the Truth and the 
Life!” 

Witness how the faithful have begun returning to Mass! What a joy for our churches to be able 
to welcome back so many parishioners for the first time in more than a year! Their life-giving 
participation as the Body of Christ is evidence that the Lord is alive and active in our midst. We 
look forward to welcoming additional parishioners in the future, especially as more people are 
vaccinated, including those who have been so faithful through their active worship via 
livestreamed Masses and their generous commitment to the parish. 

Witness how our staff and countless volunteers shared their talents and ingenuity, sacrificing 
their time and energy to ensure that all of our Holy Week services were welcoming (with our 
greeters and ushers), beautiful (with simple yet elegant decorations, with uplifting and heavenly 
music), reverent (with readers, ministers of communion, servers, sacristans, and others who 
exercise specific ministries), and safe (with their cleaning and sanitizing). Their humble, generous 
service as faithful parishioners is evidence that the Lord is alive and active in our midst. We look 
forward to parishioners returning to their ministries, or joining us for the first time, in the weeks 
and months ahead. 

Thank you to one and all whose personal witness to the Crucified and Risen Lord continues to 
fulfill the Church’s mission of bringing Christ’s salvation to the ends of the earth, yet starting right 
here, throughout the territory that is St. Paul the Apostle Parish. 

 


