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Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,  

Happy Pentecost! This weekend, we celebrate that original outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon 
the nascent Church gathered in the Upper Room. The Spirit manifested his presence, making 
himself known with a wind that shakes up the entire room, imparting tongues like flames of fire 
upon Mary and the apostles. After this anointing, the apostles would never be the same; they 
went forth to proclaim with boldness the Good News of the Crucified and Risen Lord to the 
ends of the earth, even to the point of laying down their lives as martyrs. 

The Spirit is alive and well, blowing throughout our Church: I am grateful that the Spirit 
continues to be manifested in and through the Body of Christ, the Church. The supernatural 
outpouring of the Spirit upon our communities of faith has been most evident this past year. 
Yes, our human nature was invited to cooperate with this gift of divine grace. As best as we 
could, our community of faith lived in a spirit of faith, hope and love. The fruits of the spirit 
were evident in the wisdom, patience, prudence, and charity shown to one another by wearing 
masks, sanitizing our hands, registering for Mass, being socially distant in our pews, being 
vaccinated, and in so many other ways. Although there are still some precautions to take and 
much work to do, we see around us so many hope-filled signs that the Spirit is bringing relief to 
our Church, communities, state, nation and world. 

In the midst of the many COVID-19 challenges we faced together, there are many things for 
which I am grateful – of utmost importance was the opportunity to continue gathering for Mass 
(in person and via livestream). The celebration of the Eucharist is the source and summit of our 
faith; the Eucharist makes Jesus truly, really and substantially present to our world, which is 
why he is the fount from which all blessings flow and to which we return for nourishment and 
sustenance. 

The Spirit is alive and well, setting hearts afire with the love of God: Additional blessings for 

which I am extremely grateful and desire to highlight include our Catholic school and Faith 
Formation program. Under the leadership of Mr. Matthew Houghton and his entire teaching 
and support staff, All Saints Catholic School provided a near-perfect year of in-person 
education. What a blessing to our students and their families! 

In addition, our Faith Formation program, under the leadership of Fr. Nellary, Shelley Gould, 
Dawn Mackay, Isabella Gould, Fr. Tony Kanagaraj, Deacon Michael Whalen, and many volunteer 
catechists ensured that the Good News continued being shared, in-person, through our various 
sacramental preparation programs (Baptism, Confirmation, First Eucharist, Marriage), mini-
retreats, religious education sessions, Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, youth ministry, adult 
faith formation, and in many other ways. 

Everyone involved with sharing our Catholic faith deserve our gratitude and respect. Therefore, 
on behalf of the entire faith community of St. Paul the Apostle Parish, I say, “Thank you very 
much to both the entire parish catechetical team and the All Saints Catholic School staff! You 
are our heroes for all you do, the personal sacrifices you make, and the many challenges you 
have undertaken this past year to ensure that Jesus Christ continues to be known, loved, and 
served.” 

         Peace and blessings, 

         Msgr. Andrew  

 


