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Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,  

This weekend, we are privileged to welcome at most Masses a guest speaker from Catholic Charities 
Maine to introduce the 2021 Catholic Appeal: Together in Christ. Their brief presentations remind us 
that the annual appeal invites every Catholic individual, household, and family to support a variety of 
ministries that are possible only because they are best supported and delivered when done together in 
Christ: “As a community of faith, we journey together to discover, follow, and share Christ with each 
person we encounter along the way. In both word and action, we are called to share our faith to make 
Jesus present to those who need to hear and see him the most. As a community of faith, we are called 
to be witnesses to the Gospel, changing individual hearts one at a time and transforming the 
communities where we live. This is our work, the work of our Church, made possible through your 
support.” (portlanddiocese.org/Appeal). 

This week, I invite you to learn about the various ministries supported by the annual Catholic Appeal. 
Please watch the excellent video found at this link: youtube.ETIbpxjwwkM.  

This video describes how the Catholic Appeal delivers essential ministries that benefit people 
throughout our state and diocese. For example, your gift to the Appeal provides: 

 Catholic education and faith formation programs at parishes, Catholic schools, and college 
campuses; 

 Pastoral, spiritual and sacramental care of Catholic patients at the major medical centers in 
Bangor, Augusta, Lewiston and Portland; 

 Outreach to the hungry, homebound and elderly through Catholic Charities’ programs like 
Feed the County, Relief & Hope Services, and SEARCH; 

 Evangelization efforts about our Catholic faith by underwriting HARVEST magazine and the 
Diocesan Office of Communications; 

 Healing and hope to women who are survivors of human trafficking, offering them a safe-
house (St. Andre Home); and 

 Many other programs, services and ministries. 

I think you will be pleasantly surprised to see that the video highlights (by using some local, familiar 
faces) several ministries that directly benefit our parishioners and Catholic school: 

 All Saints Catholic School (the Appeal underwrites 100% of the cost of the teacher pension 
program and provides a significant rebate to the school); 

 Our youth ministry and faith formation program (the Appeal offers training and guidance 
to catechists as well as diocesan-wide youth retreats and other faith gatherings); and 

 Hospital ministry at Northern Light EMMC (the Appeal provides a full-time Catholic priest 
at EMMC, dedicated to Catholic patients). 

This year, our parish’s financial goal is $238,392 and our participation goal is 100%. I ask that everyone 
prayerfully consider joining me in making a gift to the Appeal. Having worked at the diocesan level for 
the past 15 years, I have seen firsthand how the Appeal supports the mission of the Church from Fort 
Kent to Kittery, from Jackman to Calais, and every town and parish in between. “Together in Christ” we 
will achieve our parish goals, provide vital ministries that our parish couldn’t provide by itself, and 
witness to our faith in concrete and tangible ways. Please pray for the success of the Appeal. Thank you 
very much. 

         Peace and blessings, 

         Msgr. Andrew  

 

https://portlanddiocese.org/Appeal
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ETIbpxjwwkM&feature=youtu.be

