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Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,  

This week, I would like to highlight some essential Catholic teaching and practices based 
upon the readings from this Sunday’s Masses (13th Sunday in Ordinary Time). Our first 
reading from the Book of Wisdom (1:13-15; 2:23-24) proclaims the eternal truth that all 
life (in fact, all existence) has its origins in and is a gift from God. All human persons, 
because we have been created in the image and likeness of God, were always meant to be 
imperishable, that is, to live forever. Yet death came to the human race because the devil 
was envious of God’s creatures. 

Sadly, death continues to pervade our world because of the devil’s envy. All around us, we 
can see the many, often preventable threats against the dignity of the human person that 
plague our world (i.e., disease, famine, and systemic poverty; lack of access to education 
and healthcare; physical, emotional and sexual abuse, including human trafficking; 
prejudice, discrimination, and oppression; natural disasters, environmental degradation, 
and war). We also experience many intentional and relentless assaults against the precious 
and sacred gift of life at all its stages (i.e., abortion, capital punishment, physician-assisted 
suicide, and euthanasia). 

Yet today’s gospel (Mark 5:21-43) provides hope. Mark recounts how Jesus heals the 
woman who has suffered with a hemorrhage for twelve years and how he raises to life a 
twelve-year old girl who has died. These miracles remind us that Jesus has come to rescue 
us from every form of distress, disease, disaster, and death. Jesus has the authority and the 
power to overcome these worldly dangers; he also shares this authority and power with his 
disciples. Ultimately, only the Lord himself can rescue us and triumph over all the evils that 
assail human life. But as Jesus’ disciples, each one of us can bring his health and healing, his 
life and salvation to those in need – even if we do it one person, one situation at a time. 

That is the precise point that St. Paul is making in our second reading (2 Corinthians 8: 7, 9, 
13-15). St. Paul, the patron of our parish, claims Christ’s authority and power on behalf of 
the Church. He challenges the Christian community to imitate “the gracious act of our Lord 
Jesus Christ who though he was rich, for our sake he became poor,” reminding us that our 
“abundance at the present time should supply the needs” of others so “that there may be 
equality.”  Jesus’ ministry is one of generous sharing, humble service, and loving sacrifice – 
as his disciples, we are to follow his example. 

There are many opportunities in the life of the parish to promote and uphold the dignity of 
life, through worshiping the Lord at Mass and at adoration (Have you signed up for an hour 
at the Adoration Chapel?), by sharing our Catholic faith with young people (Have you ever 
considered serving as a catechist?), and by supporting the annual Catholic Appeal (Please 
join me and our fellow parishioners in making a gift that shares our abundance with those 
in need, both locally and across our state.) As St. Paul says to the early Church: “May you 
excel in this gracious act also.” 

         Peace and blessings, 

         Msgr. Andrew  

 


