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Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,  

The Real Presence of Faith at St. Paul: On this Solemnity of Corpus Christi, “I proclaim to you 
good news of great joy that will be for all the people” (Luke 2:10): the Adoration Chapel at St. 
Mary Church (768 Ohio Street) is preparing to reopen in the near future. To make this hope a 
reality, we need the commitment of two (2) adorers for each hour that the Chapel is scheduled 
to be opened, which is why the Lord Jesus extends the same invitation to you and me that he 
once offered to Peter and the other disciples, “Could you not keep watch with me for one hour?” 
(Matthew 26:40). 

“The hour is coming, and is now here, when true worshipers will worship the Father in Spirit and 
truth; and indeed the Father seeks such people to worship him” (John 4:23). 

 The hour is coming soon, when our Adoration Chapel will reopen; its hours will be Monday 
through Friday, 6 a.m. – 9 p.m., and Saturday, 6 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

 The hour is now here for adorers to sign up for a weekly hour of adoration (you only need 
to sign up once to reserve your “hour” for a recurring/regular time slot). Beginning 
Monday, June 7, please use this secure link to register for your recurring hour of adoration: 
bit.ly/3id8F1Q. If you do not use the internet, please call the parish office to sign up for 
your recurring hour of adoration. Because it has been so long since the Chapel closed, it is 
necessary that everyone who desires to adore to sign up again (with your current contact 
information).  

 And indeed the Father seeks such people to worship him. The faith-filled parishioners of St. 
Paul the Apostle Parish are just “such people” whom the Lord Jesus calls to worship him in 
Spirit and truth. With such a large, devoted, and prayerful parish family, I am confident 
that we can find the 168 people necessary to reopen the Chapel reverently and safely. As 
soon as we have a full slate of adorers, a special meeting will be held (1) to provide 
participants access to the Church and Chapel, (2) to review guidelines proper to adoration, 
and (3) to review safety-security protocols and answer questions. 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is an extension of our community’s Sunday worship. Jesus 
invites every Catholic and others who are drawn to adoration to consider spending an hour 
with him each week. During adoration, we can meditate on Sacred Scripture or other spiritual 
writings, we can pray popular devotions like the Most Holy Rosary or the Divine Mercy Chaplet, 
or we can simply sit in silence and “watch the Lord as the Lord watches us” (cf. St. John 
Vianney before the Blessed Sacrament). 

A History of Loving Adoration at St. Paul: Our Adoration Chapel opened on the Solemnity of 
the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary, December 8, 2012. But on the 
Solemnity of St. Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary (March 19, 2020), after more than 
50,000 hours of adoration, the Chapel had to close, indefinitely.  Like many other protocols 
enacted during the past year, this sacrifice was made by, for and on behalf of our community of 
faith, in a spirit of Christian charity and solidarity, to keep one another safe. We are so grateful 
for the hundreds of adorers who once prayed for the needs of our Church and world before our 
Eucharistic Lord in the Blessed Sacrament; we also thank both Fr. Augustine and Fr. Tony for 
offering a weekly Holy Hour while the Adoration Chapel was closed. 

A Future of Hope for Adoration at St. Paul: How appropriate that we should reopen the 
Adoration Chapel during this year that our Holy Father, Pope Francis, has dedicated to St. 

 



 
 

Joseph, Husband of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Patron of the Universal Church, and Guardian of 
the Lord Jesus. We invoke the intercession of St. Joseph to bless, protect, and guide our parish 
family’s devotion to and adoration of the Son of God who is truly, really and substantially 
present in the Sacred Species. 

If you were once an adorer, we welcome you back. If you have not been an adorer previously, 
please ask the Lord which hour each week that he desires to draw nearer to you by spending 
personal time with him at our Adoration Chapel. 

 

         Peace and blessings, 

         Msgr. Andrew  


