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Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,  

We continue to emerge from the effects of the pandemic and things are returning to normal. Even as I write 
this, I have to chuckle, because we all know that the one constant in life is change. Numerous adaptations to 
the life and ministries of both the local and universal Church took place during the pandemic. 

Thanks to Fr. Frank Murray and the parish’s lay leadership, even before the pandemic struck, Mass was already 
being livestreamed to our parishioners who are homebound because of age or illness. So when the pandemic 
necessitated that most everyone take part in Mass from home, St. Paul the Apostle Parish was already set up 
to offer both daily and weekend worship to our parishioners. We continue to livestream other services like 
funerals and baptisms at the request of each family. Of course, all weekend Masses taking place at St. John and 
St. Mary will continue to be livestreamed. 

Over the past several months, many parishioners have inquired whether the daily evening Mass would return 
to St. Matthew’s in Hampden. Of course, the parish used to have three full-time priests (Fr. Augustine, Fr. 
Tony, and the pastor). Given our new circumstances (only two full-time priests for the foreseeable future), 
while understanding the parish’s spiritual needs as well as the many activities and meetings that support the 
life and ministries of the parish, I prayerfully considered this request and consulted with the Pastoral Council. 

Therefore, beginning the first week in August, after the departure of Fr. Augustine Nellary and the arrival of Fr. 
Bruce Siket, the daily Mass schedule will be as follows: 

 8:30 a.m., Monday through Friday, St. Mary Church, Ohio Street, Bangor – this Mass will be 
livestreamed daily. 

 5:30 p.m., Monday and Friday, St. John Church, York Street, Bangor 

 5:30 p.m., Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday,  
St. Matthew Church, Western Avenue, Hampden 

In addition, my experience of Confession over the past several months is inspiring in that many people avail 
themselves of the graces of this sacrament of healing and forgiveness. Because of Saturday weddings as well as 
the two 4:00 p.m. Masses in Bangor and Brewer, it is necessary to remind penitents of the hours for confession 
and to institute a few changes as follows (also effective Aug. 1): 

Saturday Confessions 

 2:00-3:00 p.m., Saturday afternoon, St. John’s Church Hall, with two priests until 3:00 p.m. 

 At 3:00 p.m., the priest celebrating Mass at St. Joseph’s Church will depart St. John’s in order to 
hear confessions from 3:15-3:45 p.m. at St. Joseph’s Church 

Sunday Confessions 

 4:30-5:15 p.m., Sunday evening, St. Teresa Church, one priest available for confession prior to the 
5:30 p.m. Mass 

Weekday Confessions 

 4:30-5:15 p.m., Wednesday evening, St. Matthew Church, one priest available for confession prior 
to the 5:30 p.m. Mass 

         Peace and blessings, 

         Msgr. Andrew  

 


