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Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,  

As you know, I recently spent several vacation days away from the parish to visit northern Maine 
and some of my sisters who live in “The County”. 

One of the highlights of my time away was to travel with one of my sisters into the Province of New 
Brunswick in Canada where we visited with three aunts: our mother’s oldest sister (age 94); our 
mother’s younger sister (84), who recently celebrated her 60th anniversary as a consecrated 
religious; and my mother’s sister-in-law (83), who is being treated with chemotherapy to control 
(not cure) the growth of a particular form of lung cancer. In addition, we visited with an older 
cousin (73), who is courageously battling a rare disease of the lungs for which there is no cure. 
Although we were there to visit them, all three women and my cousin (and his wife) revealed the 
depth of their personal faith and even offered us inspiration, hope, and joy in return. 

These precious visits were filled with memories of years gone by and our mutual loved ones who 
have gone to their eternal reward, listening to and sharing about our lives during the past 19 
months when we couldn’t visit with each other, hand holding, laughter and tears, card playing, 
delicious food, and prayerful blessings. 

These special visits, especially going back and forth between the United States and Canada, were 
possible only because every one of us had been vaccinated. Also, my sister and I were tested for 
and received negative COVID-19 results before traveling into Canada. 

These visits have made me even more grateful to our Lord and Savior that his Catholic Church 
believes in the harmony of both faith and reason. The Church has always been a leader in 
healthcare and education through its hospitals and universities (and schools for all ages). In 
addition, our Church has promoted legitimate research and authentic scientific progress that 
cooperates with God’s plan for humanity. She has a time-tested moral teaching rooted in Sacred 
Scripture and Tradition that is able “to read the signs of the times” and to guide us, her members, in 
making decisions for our personal welfare and the common good – decisions never based on mere 
political, economic, or secular values, but rooted in the Gospel of life and the love revealed to us 
through Jesus Christ. 

I wish you all a beautiful Labor Day holiday weekend! 

         Peace and blessings, 

         Msgr. Andrew  

 


