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Dear sisters and brothers in Christ, 
   
As human beings, the God-given dignity of our human flesh is both our common 
denominator and great equalizer. Why? How? God's all-powerful and Eternal Word 
humbled himself, coming to live in our fragile skin so that we might be saved from 
sin and death as well as have a personal, intimate relationship with him. In doing so, 
the Lord also calls us to recognize, love, and serve the One who is truly present in 
every person we meet. If we do so, then He promises us new and everlasting life, by 
raising and glorifying our lowly bodies on the last day.  
  
God has come to live among us, in the flesh, for those who suffer from every form 
of poverty: he is Christ the Lord in the hungry, the thirsty, the naked, and the 
homeless. 
  
God has come to live among us, in the flesh, for those who experience any sort of 
alienation: he is Christ for the lonely, the sick, the prisoner, the outcast, the 
marginalized, and of course, for the sinner. 
  
God has come to live among us, in the flesh, for those who are pilgrims, without 
country or homeland because of war, famine, persecution, or civil strife: he is Christ 
the Lord in the stranger, the foreigner, the immigrant, the refugee, and the asylee. 
  
God has come to live among us, in the flesh, to make his home with us here on 
earth: to call us to conversion and compassion … to show us how to live and how to 
love, to be merciful and just, to forgive others and be forgiven ... and to make room 
in the inn of our lives, where even the simplest hovel may be a home and a haven for 
God as well as any one and all of our brothers and sisters.  
  
On behalf of Fr. Bruce, our deacons and parish staff, and in my own name: may the 
hope, joy, and peace that are "Emmanuel, God-with-us," bless you and your families 
on this holy day and throughout the sacred Christmas season. 
  

Merry Christmas / Joyeux Noel / Feliz Navidad / Buon Natale / Frohe Weihnachten, 
     Msgr. Andrew 

 

 

 


