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Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,  

On Tuesday, February 22, the Catholic Church observes the Feast of the Chair of 
Saint Peter, which she has done since the fourth century. This feast 
commemorates that the Lord Jesus entrusted the pastoral and teaching mission 
of the Church to Simon Peter (and his successors), based upon his divinely 
inspired confession of faith: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God” 
(Matthew 16:16). 

The pastoral dimension is oriented towards evangelizing all people and leading 
them to conversion, the forgiveness of sins (the keys to the kingdom, cf. Matthew 
16:19), and eternal salvation. The teaching dimension is focused on preserving 
and proclaiming the fullness of the faith as handed down to us by the apostles. 

Always guided by the Holy Spirit, this two-fold mission ensures the unity and 
communion of the universal Church under the authority of St. Peter, which is 
symbolized by the chair or “cathedra” of the pope, the Bishop of Rome. (As 
Catholics in Maine, we are connected to the Holy Father through the chair or 
“cathedra” of the Bishop of Portland who is also a successor to the apostles.) Few 
of us can fully understand, let alone appreciate, all the burdens and complexities 
that come with holding this sacred office and exercising the ministry of St. Peter 
that continues to this day. However, we also have the promise of Jesus who 
declares: “And so I say to you, you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it” (Matthew 
16:18). 

Even with this assurance, throughout history Satan has attempted to undermine 
the unity of the Church in many ways, including criticisms and attacks against the 
Holy Father (the individual and/or the office), both from outside and within. As 
Cardinal Carlos Osoros of Madrid noted last year, “[those who do so] are 
damaging their own identity because a Catholic doesn’t understand himself 
without the Successor of St. Peter.” 

At every Mass, during the Eucharistic Prayer, we pray for the Holy Father. In a 
spirit of mutual faith and charity, we beg the Lord to help him “guard, unite, and 
govern” the Church. May this ancient feast also be an occasion to recommit 
ourselves to praying daily for our Holy Father, Pope Francis, who is the 266th 
pope and the 265th successor to St. Peter. 

Peace and blessings / Msgr. Andrew 

 


