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Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,   

Our Lady of Lourdes - February 11: A Call to Prayer 

Deacon Tim has written a very personal and beautiful message about the 30th 
World Day of the Sick (see page 5). His column reminds me that this annual day of 
prayer was established by Pope St. John Paul II to coincide with the Memorial of 
Our Lady of Lourdes. In 1858, our Blessed Mother appeared to Bernadette, a 
peasant girl, in a grotto or cave at Massabielle, near the village of Lourdes, France. 
During one apparition, the Virgin Mary revealed through Bernadette a miraculous 
source of water – a spring through which healing (physical, emotional, and 
spiritual) would be granted to many. For more than 160 years, the faithful have 
gone on pilgrimage to Lourdes and to seek cures for their ailments.  They also 
deepen their faith, reconcile to God, rediscover hope, and find inner peace, 
especially through the prayers, penances, sufferings, and sacrifices we offer to 
God as asked for by Mother Mary at Lourdes. St. Bernadette was canonized on 
December 8, 1933, the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, which is the very 
name that this heavenly apparition gave to the young visionary. “Our Lady of 
Lourdes: pray for us. St. Bernadette: pray for us. Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord 
is with you; blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb, 
Jesus.  Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners now and at the hour of our 
death.” 

An Additional Word of Thanks from Bishop Deeley 

In a letter that I received this week, Bishop Deeley acknowledged that you, our 
parishioners, have reached our financial goal for the 2021 Catholic Appeal. In his 
letter, he wrote: “Please extend my gratitude and sincere thanks to the 
parishioners of St. Paul the Apostle Parish for their generosity and their 
commitment to the work of the church. It is in working together and walking daily 
with the Lord that the mission of the church is carried out. I am very grateful for 
their continuing good work in support of the Appeal.”   

 
 
Peace and blessings, 
Msgr. Andrew 
  

 


