
 
 

A Pastor’s Perspective 
 
April 10, 2022 Bulletin 
 
Dear sisters and brothers in Christ, 
  
How incredible it seems that that last time our churches were able to celebrate Holy 
Week—without any health and safety precautions, seating limits, and other 
cautionary restrictions—was three years ago (2019).  Three years: most Scripture 
scholars agree that Jesus’ public ministry lasted for three years before that first Holy 
Week took place. 
  
Jesus continued his ministry through the Church over these past three years, 
although in different ways that demanded all of us to make necessary yet painful 
sacrifices (are there any other kind). We took part in Mass, virtually and in person; 
small prayer and Bible study groups still met to nurture their faith and support our 
Christian community; children and adults were prepared to be initiated into the life 
of Christ and his Church through the sacraments (Baptism, Confirmation, First 
Eucharist, First Penance); couples were prepared for holy matrimony; our loved 
ones who died were prayed for and buried; and our community continued to care 
and provide for our family and friends, our neighbors and strangers who 
experienced all sorts of needs. It is true: we experienced an extended Lent; we 
remained in the desert a bit longer than usual. Nonetheless, God never left us during 
this journey of faith, just as He remained with the Israelites who spent 40 years in 
the desert—imagine what that was like! 
  
Three years have passed—it is now time for all of God’s holy people to enter the 
Holy City of Jerusalem singing “Hosanna” and “Gloria” (Palm Sunday); to gather 
around the table of the Lord where he institutes the Sacraments of his Priesthood 
and Eucharist, commanding us to serve our brothers and sister as symbolized in the 
washing of the feet (Holy Thursday); to venerate the wood of the cross with 
reverence and adoration (Good Friday); to wait in holy silence and eager 
expectation (Holy Saturday); and to rejoice in and claim by resurrection faith the 
new and eternal life won for us by our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ (Easter Sunday). 
  
Come and celebrate! We all have waited long enough to enter the Holy City of 
Jerusalem, to feast in the Upper Room, to kneel at the foot of the Cross, to pray and 
prepare for the culminating moment of the Paschal Mystery, and to stand in 
amazement at the entrance of the empty tomb! Your presence will help to make this 
week even holier! Come and celebrate! 
  

Peace and blessings, 
Msgr. Andrew 

 


