
 
 

A Pastor’s Perspective 
 
April 3, 2022 Bulletin 
 

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ, 
  
This weekend, our parish is celebrating its first Memorial Mass beginning at 
St. Gabriel’s Church in Winterport. On the first full weekend of every month, 
the Memorial Mass will be celebrated at a different church within our parish 
on a rotating basis. As explained in the parish bulletin of February 13, 2022, 
the monthly Memorial Mass was established as part of an updated Mass 
Intention Policy for our parish. 

Of course, the parish continues to accept requests for individual intentions. 
However, church law allows the pastor to accept only as many of these Mass 
intentions as the priests of the parish can fulfill within one year of their 
receipt.  Because this provision in church law limits the number of Masses we 
can accumulate, the monthly Memorial Mass has been established as a 
pastoral response to two concerns:  
(1) to provide an alternative way for parishioners to pray for their loved ones 
(whether deceased or living) through the holy sacrifice of the Mass, 
specifically, by requesting to be part of this collective intention; and (2) to 
receive offerings from parishioners that are restricted and dedicated to the 
Mount Pleasant Catholic Cemetery Perpetual Care Fund. 

Every collective intention offered by parishioners will remain inscribed in the 
Memorial Mass Book for a period of six months. For example, this month’s 
intentions will share in the monthly Memorial Mass that is offered on the first 
weekend of the month, beginning in April through September. Those 
intentions added in May will share in the monthly Memorial Mass from May 
through October; and so on. 

Many thanks to those parishioners whose intentions and offerings are 
inaugurating our first Memorial Mass. It is my hope that this alternative will 
encourage even more awareness and fulfillment of our responsibility to 
observe the spiritual work of mercy of praying for the dead and the living. 

  
Peace and blessings, 

Msgr. Andrew 

 

https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/5081/bulletins/20220213.pdf

