
 



 



 

We’re all God’s Toddlers by Darrin Anderson, Parish Administrative Assistant 
 

“I can press the button!” “No, Daddy, you can’t put your shoes on first.” “One more book!” 
“Is my burger ready yet?” “I don’t need a bath.” These are just a sample of a few of the phrases I 
hear at least 20 times a day, every day. Anyone who has children, or is currently raising children, 
knows it’s hard work. Patience and forgiveness, I believe, are two of the most God-like qualities 
we as humans possess. For childrearing, you need a LOT of both. COVID-19 has compounded 
these normal parenting rites of passage, ensuring that my wife and I do not get much of a break 
from the questions, demands, and tantrums. This may sound quite harrowing, and it can be, but 
there is also a tremendous gift in it. 

We are all made in God’s image, but we are far from perfect. Our own children are very 
similar: they look like us, but they don’t have the same social graces most of us as adults have.  
For example: manners, good hygiene, an attention span longer than that of a goldfish, impulse 
control, etc. It is our job to teach them through example, as God did through Christ. Our children 
will stumble as we do. Our responsibility as parents is to be patient with our children, and forgive 
them, as God does for all of us. 

I will admit, I’ve struggled my whole life with forgiveness. It’s a defense mechanism to 
protect myself from getting hurt again.  My brain thinks “you hurt me, I shut you out;” however, 
that is not what God wants. Since I became a parent, I have gotten frustrated with my little guy.  
What parent hasn’t gotten frustrated with their child?!  The more important fact of the matter is 
that I also know that there is nothing he has done, and there is nothing in my heart that I feel he 
could ever do, that I could ever not forgive him for; there is nothing I could ever stop loving him 
for. This is the same love God has for us. Don’t get me wrong, this is not a free pass. He still will 
need to be held accountable for his actions. He will still need to say sorry when he messes up. 
God asks the same from us, and allows that through the sacrament of Reconciliation. 

There are times when we look at our situation and we get upset, or angry with God. Many 
people are doing just that with regarding this pandemic. Instead, they should take comfort in 
knowing that God has a plan, and we have to trust Him…just as my son needs to trust me as his 
earthly father to know what’s best for him. He neither understands, nor likes it when I tell him he 
can’t have Oreos for breakfast. It’s the same thing on a different scale. 

I won’t sugar-coat it: this pandemic has been horrible for everyone in many different ways. 
For me specifically, it’s been tough balancing work and home with a toddler. Like I said at the 
beginning though, there is a gift in it. I have had time to reflect on understanding God and His 
love for all of us as OUR FATHER. It’s also allowed me (and hopefully you too in sharing this) to 
see that God’s love, grace, patience, and forgiveness live in each of us. These times may be hard, 
but I believe that God doesn’t give us anything we can’t handle. 

 

I encourage you to find the gift(s) He has given you in these hard times. God Bless! 



 


















