
 



 

“I was living my life one way, then something happened, and now 
I’m not (nor will I ever be) the same.” 
 
How many of us have had a moment like that happen in our lives? 
Take a moment to think about it. Perhaps in your past you were in 
a period marked by addiction. Then you experienced something (a 
bottoming out, a negative experience, hurting a loved one, a 
profound sense of shame, etc.) that affected you so much that you 
walked away a different person.  
 
Maybe over the course of your studies as a younger person you 
encountered a teacher that was so inspiring that it changed the 
direction of your life. Something in the way you lived or the work 
you now do comes from this decisive encounter. Perhaps you 
could say that your life would look very different if not for this 
teacher. 
 
In other words, you were living your life one way, then something 
happened, and now you are not (and will never be) the same 
again. 
 
It’s also worth asking this: have you had a decisive encounter 
with God? Have you met Him? Did you behold Him? What did 
that encounter do to you? Is your life the same now that you’ve 
had this experience? 
 
If all of this sounds a little vague, bear with me. The Bible is full 
of stories of people who meet God and aren’t ever the same (as 
we see in our readings for this Sunday). I think of the story of 
Moses who, at the lowest point in his life, has a decisive 
encounter with God in a burning bush that lays out a mission that 
will carry Moses for the rest of his life and whose legacy is felt 
today. An encounter with God is everything. Living in a time in 
history that is marked by skepticism and doubt, who wouldn’t 
want to say “I’ve seen God” or “I’ve heard God”? We go from 
day to day in our lives wondering if God hears our prayers or try 
to make sense of His Presence in the midst of tragedy. 
 
As a Church, we need to learn how to tell and how to listen to 
these kinds of stories. A few weeks ago during our online Bible 
study on Zoom, a parishioner shared a powerful story of answered 
prayer to the group that happened to her and a bunch of fellow 
parishioners some years ago, a story that was wonderful but a 
little unsettling because God had done something that just wasn’t 
possible. It happened in the context of fervent prayer where, after 
a while, God made known that the prayer was answered and the 
effect was immediate.  
 
When I heard this story, I was amazed but a little unsettled. In my 
complacency I have just gotten used to the idea that God doesn’t 
answer every prayer. By faith I may know that’s not true. Jesus 
says in Scripture “Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you 
will find; knock, and the door will be opened for you” (Matthew 
7:7). But some of us feel like we’ve spent so long knocking at the 
door that we don’t think anyone will come.  
 
But if we were to poll the people in our Church, I’m willing to bet 
that we’re full of stories of when God showed up. The truth is 
that, collectively, we have experienced miracles and 
interventions. Some of us have heard God in the magnificent 
silence from which He speaks. It’s only by telling these stories 
that we can hold out hope that our answer and our miracle is 
coming. God is there. The encounter is possible and, once you 
have it, you will never be the same again. 
 
Our readings this Sunday detail 3 different encounters with God, 

and if those were possible for them, they should be possible for 
us. 
 
Our first reading is from the book of Isaiah and details Isaiah 
taking up his prophetic ministry. It begins with what could be best 
described as a mystical vision of God that comes in the context of 
prayer. Prayer is a place where you can meet the living God. If 
you give yourself over to prayer, committing to the process, 
embracing its challenges and long periods of silence, learning the 
“language” of God, then our tradition says that you can actually 
meet God. In our parish, ask those who commit to prayer  in our 
chapel or come to Eucharistic Adoration, where we believe that 
Christ is truly present in our midst. They go, not only believing 
that He is there, but also often feeling that He is there. Exposure 
to the Eucharist can awaken a sense of God that we aren’t used to 
feeling in our everyday life. Ask those who attend and often you 
will hear that they feel a sense of peace or a calm warm Presence. 
 
This experience of God is essential before Isaiah starts his 
mission. I think of Mother Teresa requiring her nuns to work on 
what’s called their “interior life” for a couple years before 
ministering to the poor and infirmed. The “interior life” is marked 
by a sustained encounter with the living God in prayer so that they 
could draw their strength from Him, so they could always stay 
calibrated and be recharged. Young sisters could grow impatient 
in the waiting, but Mother Teresa knew what she was doing. You 
also need a place to be with God so that you can stay calibrated 
and recharge. 
 
In our second reading, St. Paul recalls what should be the central 
experience of any Christian. He details all those who have had an 
experience of the risen Jesus. It’s good to remember that the early 
Church was filled with people who could say “you spoke about 
Him through the Gospel, but I have now met Him for myself”. At 
the end he recalls the shame of his lowly state because at the time 
Jesus appeared to him, he was actively persecuting Jesus’s 
beloved Church. Instead of wallowing in shame, he says he 
“toiled harder than all of them”(1 Corinthians 15:10). In Paul, we 
see that our own individual encounter with the living Lord serves 
not only to motivate us on our mission, but should also inspire the 
rest of the Church when we tell our story. We should never be 
afraid to tell God-stories to others; they can build faith. 
 
Lastly, in the Gospel we see Jesus urging Peter to cast his net one 
more time into the sea, even though he had just had a night of 
catching no fish. Though Jesus’ request seems unreasonable to 
Peter, he decides to act on faith and, as a result, fills his nets with 
a catch. Here, we can see how God does not only communicate in 
ethereal or overtly spiritual circumstances. God reveals Himself 
through Peter’s work. In a moment, God gives Peter everything he 
ever wanted in this massive catch. He will come home with more 
money than he would need. Peter’s response is telling. Instead of 
rejoicing at his newfound riches, he realizes the power of God in 
his midst, is humbled and falls at his knees: “Depart from me, 
Lord, for I am a sinful man (Luke 5:8). When God gives us what 
we want, we find out what it means to reckon with a powerful 
God who cares about our lowly concerns. Peter shows us that this 
should move us to be more aware of our own lowly state, 
highlighted all the more by the love of One so great. 
 
We need to seek our own experiences of God, to recall those that 
have happened and to tell them to other people. The truth is that 
God is alive and active in our midst. He is allowing us to meet 
Him in any number of ways and these decisive encounters can 
build up the faith of the Church.   
     -Tom Acemoglu 



 



 



 



 

 


