
 

MASS TIMES: SATURDAY 4PM, SUNDAY 9AM & 11AM, MONDAY-THURSDAY 12:10PM  

31ST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

UPCOMING HOLY DAY MASSES: 
ALL SAINTS’ (VIGIL) - OCTOBER 31ST 
ALL SOULS’ (VIGIL) - NOVEMBER 1ST 

BOTH @ 5:30PM WITH FR. KELLY 
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Baked into the faith that we profess is the idea that 
Jesus is coming. For much of Israel’s history, there 
was the expectation that God would send someone at 
a time of great need. When the Hebrews were slaves 
in Egypt, God sent Moses and used him to deliver his 
people. When they were left leaderless upon Moses’ 
death, God sent Joshua to take his place. After Joshua 
died, God sent judges to rule and guide his people. 
When the people demanded further guidance, he sent 
kings to them. By the 6th century BCE there would be 
no more kings but God would still provide leadership. 
In the centuries leading up to Jesus, God revealed 
through his prophets that he would send a Messiah, an 
“anointed one” (this is what the Hebrew means), a 
new king to reign over his people and who would 
establish a lasting rule. By the time of Jesus, several 
Old Testament concepts converged into this coming 
figure who would be one like Moses (Ex 34:10), who 
would be a mysterious “Son of Man” coming down 
from heaven (Daniel 7), who would be a suffering 
servant (Isaiah 53), who would be a “son” to God as 
David’s royal heir (2 Sam 7:12f). This coming figure 
would be cosmically significant and would figure into 
a promised “day of the Lord” where God himself 
would visit his people on a “great and terrible 
day” (Joel 2:28-32) that was marked by upheaval and 
renewal. 
 
We confess this when we express this hope in the 
creed: “I look forward to the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come”. The resurrection of 
the dead precedes the final judgment which happens  
“when the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the 
angels with him” (Matthew 25:31ff), the Christ who 
“comes to judge the living and the dead”. Whether we 
realize it or not, every time we celebrate our liturgy 
we actively look forward to that “great and terrible 
day”. After the ascension of Jesus in Acts, an angel 
tells the disciples that Jesus “who has been taken up 
from you into heaven, will come in the same way as 
you saw him go to heaven” (Acts 1:11). Since that 
moment, Christians have been waiting for that to 
happen. We shouldn’t shove this central belief of our 
faith into a corner. We should consider it and we 
should enter into this sustained period of waiting. We 
really believe he’s coming and it’s something that 
should fill us with joy, hope, and relief, yes, but 
perhaps it should stop us a bit too. I hesitate to say 
that we might feel anxiety but what’s it going to be 
like? What would it be like to see the Lord I’ve 
believed in since I was little, whose hands I’ve placed 
my life into? What will he think of me and how I’ve 
lived my life? What will he think of what we’ve done 
with the world and what we’ve done in his name? 
Might this make me at least a little nervous? 
 
Two of our readings this Sunday deal with the coming 
of Jesus and to be honest they paint two differing 
pictures. The second reading comes from the book of 
2 Thessalonians. We begin in verse 1:11 in our reading 

but if we go back a few verses in the text, the coming 
of Jesus is described as being the judgement of a 
righteous God on sinners on one hand and a day of 
consolation on those who are faithful on the other. 
While the letter paints a dramatic picture, the letter 
also says that the faithful should not listen to anything 
that alarms them into thinking that this day is actually 
happening at this moment. Instead it exhorts the 
Thessalonians to tend to everyday work and 
responsibilities ((2 Thess 3:6ff). In other words, these 
believers should not fritter away their time staring 
into the sky waiting for Jesus to return. They should 
maintain their hope and allow it to motivate how they 
live their lives as they tend to what is needed for 
today. 
 
How else should we live in expectation for the coming 
of the Lord? I think our Gospel reading is helpful here. 
We meet a man named Zacchaeus who is described 
as a “chief tax collector”. It’s good to remember that a 
tax collector wasn’t hated just because he had to 
collect taxes. He represented an oppressive foreign 
empire and its control over people’s lives, he could 
use violence to get taxes owed and Zacchaeus himself 
indicated that he practiced extortion. If anyone should 
be afraid of facing just judgment, it is him. What 
strikes me about Zacchaeus, however, is that he is not 
afraid. He actively seeks out the coming of Jesus as he 
passes through Jericho, climbing a sycamore tree to 
see Jesus and, perhaps, be better seen by him as well. 
Jesus responds to him by offering to stay at his home 
and at this Zacchaeus amends his life. He will give half 
his possessions to the poor and repay 4-fold what he 
extorted from others. 
 
I think Zacchaeus offers us a model of how we ought 
to respond to the expectation of Jesus’ visitation. The 
day that we meet him, we should not respond with 
fear or dread. Zacchaeus is curious to see Jesus as we 
should respond with fascination to this mysterious 
peasant carpenter who speaks the words of God and 
makes his power manifest in this world. Zacchaeus 
goes out of his way to see Jesus as we should actively 
seek the face of Jesus in all the places he presents 
himself to us. Zacchaeus is bold in presenting himself 
before Jesus, just as we should abandon our 
trepidation in approaching him. Zacchaeus is invited 
to take Jesus into his home as we should accept 
Jesus’ invitation into our homes and hearts. 
Zacchaeus meets Jesus with the firm amendment to 
change his ways as we should abandon our own sins 
in the presence of Jesus. This is not something to fear. 
It is an invitation to restoration and fullness of life. 
“Today salvation has come to this house...for the Son 
of Man has come to seek and to save what was lost” 
says Jesus (Luke 19:9-10). We lose nothing in 
encountering Jesus and allowing ourselves to be 
transformed by him. Instead, we gain what matters 
most. 
     -Tom Acemoglu 



 

St. Ambrose, Latham, New York  OCTOBER 30, 2022 

 

 

WE INVITE YOU TO CUT OUT THIS PRAYER & PUT IN A PLACE 
OF PROMINENCE SO YOU CAN PRAY IT DAILY 

THANKSGIVING BAG PROJECT 
We will be giving supplies for Thanksgiving 

dinner again this year.  Beginning this weekend, 
bags can be picked up at the church entrances.  

On the bag you will have a food list and 
instructions as to when to return to church.  

Please consider taking part in this Thanksgiving 
endeavor as we remember those who are less 

fortunate than us.  Please donate no later than 
Sunday, November 13th. 

PRICE CHOPPER & HANNAFORD GIFT CARDS IN 
AMOUNTS OF $5, $10 & $20 

FOR PURCHASE OF A TURKEY WOULD BE MOST 
APPRECIATED. 

Thank You and God Bless You!!! 
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HELP WANTED 
Blessed Sacrament in Albany is looking for 
a part time bookkeeper, with 2 years of 
bookkeeping experience, and knowledge of, 
or ability to learn, Parish Data System & 
FACTS system. If interested, please submit a 
resume to blessedsacramentalb@gmail.com 
or call the parish office for more information 
at 518-482-3375.  

 

 

 

Magnificat Women's Breakfast  
 

The Albany Chapter of Magnificat is sponsoring 
a Women's Breakfast on Saturday, November 
12, 2022 from 9:00am — 12:00 pm at The Vista 
Restaurant in Clifton Park. The Guest Speaker is 
Sr. Mary Loretta, SV, a member of the Sisters of 

Life. The Sisters of Life minister to pregnant 
women & their children, bringing the Lord's 

mercy to those affected by abortion. 
Registration Fee is $28, or $18 for students by 

mail; Online is $29.40, or  $19.40 for students, at  
www.magnificat-ministry.org/ny-albany  

 

To register by mail - send check payable to 
Albany NY Chapter of Magnificat, PO Box 

340, Clifton Park, NY 12065, with name, 
address, phone # & email. All registrations are 

due 11/2.  
 

Registration Info: contact Kelly Stiffen at  
518-937-8202.  

 

If you'd like to support life, donations of diapers, 
wipes & baby clothes size 0-3 mos. will be 

accepted at the breakfast.  

MARY’S CORNER, located in Cohoes and 
Albany, and run by the Ladies of Charity, 
provides needy families with formula, cereal, 
baby food, diapers and gently used clothing, at 
no charge. They’re currently in need of the 
following: Girl’s clothing and pajamas (sizes 3 
mo. - 5T), Boys clothing (newborn, 6-24 mo.), 
baby shampoo, baby wash, baby lotion and oil, 
diaper cream, and crib sheets. If you can help 
with gently used clothing or any of these items, 
please leave your donations at the Holy 
Trinity Parish Center. Monday to Thursday,  
9-3, before November 15, 2022. Thank you in 
advance for supporting the needs of the poor.  
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MUSIC IN THE CHURCH BY BILL HAYES 
Dan Schutte    

 

 Dan Schutte is a well-known composer of contemporary Catholic music. He was born in 
Wisconsin, in 1947 and grew up there before entering the Society of Jesus. He was one of the 
founding members of the St. Louis Jesuits, composers who popularized a contemporary style of 
church music set to sacred texts from the revisions of the Second Vatican Council. Other 
members of the St. Louis Jesuits are Bob Dufford, Roc O'Connor, John Foley, and Tim Manion. 
 He released ten collections with the St. Louis Jesuits, including a 30th-anniversary 
collection in 2005. Their second recording, Earthen Vessels, sold over one million albums, and as 
a result, beginning with hymnals such as Glory and Praise, their music became standard 
repertoire in Catholic parishes in the English speaking world.  Schutte's "Mass of Christ the 
Savior," released in 2012, quickly became one of the most widely used Mass Settings throughout 
the English-speaking world.  Other standard classics include:  "City of God" (1981), "Only This I 
Want" (1981), "Blest Be the Lord" (1976), "You Are Near" (1971), "Though the Mountains May 
Fall" (1975), "Sing a New Song" (1972), "Glory and Praise to Our God" (1976), "Here I Am, 
Lord" (1981), "Table of Plenty" (1992), and "River of Glory" (2001) 

PORK DINNER AT HOLY TRINITY 
November 5, 2022 - Serving at 5 pm  

 

Dinner — Dine-in or Take out — includes: Boneless Roast of Pork with Dressing, Mashed Potatoes 
with Gravy, Sauerkraut, Homemade Apple Sauce, Baby Carrots, Rolls & Butter and Home Made 

Desserts. $15.00 Adults, $9.00 Children (6-12), 5 & under Free. Reservations are required! 
Please call the office at 518-237-2373 before  Thursday, October 27 to reserve.  

 

Mary’s 
Circle of 

Love 
invites you 
to continue 
praying the 

rosary, 
Mondays in 
the chapel 
after the 

12:10 Mass. 
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Always forgetting  
your envelopes?  

Switch to online giving: 
stambroselatham.com/egiving  

OFFERTORY 
Current Year 

10/16/2022:      

$14,099.62 

Previous Year 

10/17/2021:      

$14,728.05 

HAILEY’S CORNER 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

 Saturday, October 29th  — 4pm 
 Fr. Kelly 
 

Priscilla Hogan 
Michael Carroll 

Dianne Mahoney 
Brian McGovern 

Marylou D'Alessandro 
 

 Sunday, October 30th — 9am  
 Fr. Kelly 
 

Teresa Popolizio 
Marian Kardas 
Joan Wright 

Carol Clementi 
Mike Alaxanian 

Matthew Alaxanian 
  

 Sunday, October 30th — 11am 
 Fr. Bellafiore 
 

Vittorio Renda 
Intentions of Ann O’Brien 

Marylou D'Alessandro 
John Barner 

Marlene Ehmer 
 

 Monday, October 31st — 12:10pm 
 Fr. Kelly 
 

Susan Bell 
Intentions of James & Jennifer Carey 

 
 Monday, October 31st — 5:30pm: Fr. Kelly—All Saints’ 
 
 Tuesday, November 1st — 12:10pm 
 Fr. Kelly   

Mary Deasy 
 

 Tuesday, November 1st — 5:30pm: Fr. Kelly—All Souls’ 
 
 Wednesday, November 2nd — 12:10pm 
 Fr. Kelly   

Intentions of Marilyn Frantsov 
Eugene Hahn 

 
 Thursday, November 3rd — 12:10pm 
 Fr. Kelly 
 

The People of St. Ambrose 

WHO’S PRESIDING NEXT WEEKEND? 
 

 Mass coverage for Saturday, November  
 5th & Sunday, November 6th is TBD.  

Please consider 
donating. If you 
haven’t received 
an envelope in 

the mail, you can  
grab one at any 
of the Church 
entrances, or 
you can make 
your pledge 

online, for this 
year’s 

Diocesan 
Appeal. 

Our 2022-2023 Assessment is 
 

$146,365.00 


