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Before reflecƟng on the readings, I wanted to put out 
a plea for help: 
 
We need people from our community to step for-
ward to become catechists for our youth. A catechist 
is a teacher of the faith. They teach the Bible and doc-
trine and try to help kids apply them to their everyday 
lives. A catechist instructs kids how to pray and how 
to see the world in light of God’s Kingdom. 
 
In my experience, next to no one feels equipped or 
qualified to teach the faith to others. This isn’t true! 
If you are reading this, you have come to Church on 
Saturday or Sunday and have a lived experience of the 
faith. You know something of prayer, praying along 
with our ancient rites and rituals which are full of 
sound teaching. You know far more than you realize. 
 
Also, there is learning in the doing. We might think 
that we should have all the knowledge before we 
teach but this isn’t so. The materials we use speaks 
first to us, then the kids. You will learn so much about 
our faith by teaching it. We will give you guidance, 
you won’t have to do it alone. 
 
Time is a factor. All of our volunteers need to go 
through background screenings before working with 
our kids and that would have to happen now before 
we start in September.  
 
Our community of young families need you. So many 
of our beloved and busy young families do not usually 
make it to Mass but they do send their children to 
faith formaƟon. If you’ve wanted to impact Catholics 
who are good but don’t always go to Church, this is an 
unbelievably impacƞul way of doing it. This is an in-
vestment into the future of our Church. If we do not 
build up our young families, what future does our 
Church have? 
 
Please don’t wait for someone else to step up. If you 
feel even remotely open to this, contact me and we 
can talk about it. My work number is 518-785-1351 
x307. My email is thomas.acemoglu@rcda.org. 
 
 

“Faith is the realization of what is hoped for and evidence of 
things not seen.” (Heb 11:1, New American Bible)’ 
 

“Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of 
things not seen.” (Heb 11:1, New Revised Standard Ver-
sion) 
 

“Faith is the substance of things to be hoped for, the evi-
dence of things that appear not.” (Heb 11:1 Douay-Rheims 
Version). 
 

What is faith? Is faith a catalog of beliefs that we hold to be 
true? Or is it something deeper? 
 

Each of the versions of our second reading quoted above 
translate the Greek hupostasis differently: “realization”, 
“assurance”, “substance”. At first glance, I don’t think they 
quite clarify what “faith” is according to the Letter to the He-
brews. 
 

If faith is a “realization”, it either means that it’s made real in 
our mind (which is subjective and personal) or it’s made real 
in our lives (which is a little more objective and concrete or 
able to be observed by others). 
 

If faith is an “assurance”, then it’s something that influences 
us and gives us confidence. It might be a proof that we see 
that convinces us or an argument that convinces us that it is 
so. 
 

If we look at faith as “substance”, it might seem even more 
vague to us. In the 1st century hupostasis could mean 
“objective reality” or “basis”. By the 4th century, theologians 
would take it to mean an “individual reality”, as in the Fa-
ther, Son, and Holy Spirit are each an hupostasis  of the 
One God. 
 

I don’t think any of that helps much when trying to figure out 
what “faith” means for us in our daily lives so I would pro-
pose this: 
 
Faith is living your life in such a way that you hold God’s 
existence and his promises to be true. Our second reading 
uses Abraham as the example of this. From the moment 
God tells him to leave his home and go to the Promised 
Land and says that he and his barren and equally elderly 
wife would become parents, Abraham organizes his entire 
life presuming that God was there and would keep his 
promise. He stumbles along the way, but he ultimately be-
lieves that God is going to keep his end of the bargain. 
 
Faith is walking with God even when things don’t make 
sense. I’ll take it a step further: faith can also be living like 
God is real, his promises are true, and his commandments 
are right even if you don’t have it all sorted out in your head. 
In this way, I think someone who might have personal 
doubts about an article of faith can still live their lives as 
though they were true and still demonstrate faith. Imagine a 
martyr who dies in the name of Jesus who might not have 
all the theology sorted out in their head. At the end, the life 
that they offered becomes the supreme testimony to God 
and I would argue that this is faith. 
 

If you don’t understand everything in the Bible or every 
Church teaching, you can still live like it is true and demon-
strate faith, allowing our unseen God to do his part while we 
try our best. -Tom Acemoglu 
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How Great Thou Art is a well-loved hymn, original-
ly wriƩen as a Swedish hymn in 1885 by Carl Boberg (1859-
1940) under the original German Ɵtle “O Store Gud” (O 
Great God).  It was later translated to Russian, when it was 
then first heard by Stuart K. Hind, a BriƟsh Methodist min-
ister who was on a missionary trip in the Ukraine in 1931.  
Hind translated the song to English from Russian and add-
ed a 3rd verse in 1949, inspired by the villager’s repentance.  
(“And when I think that God, his son, not sparing, sent him 
to die, I scarce can take it in.”)  Hind later added the 4th 
verse which was inspired by displaced Russians who were 
longing to see their loved ones in heaven. (“When Christ 
shall come with shout of acclamaƟon, and take me home, 
what joy shall fill my heart.”) 

The hymn was recorded by George Beverly Shea 
(of the Billy Graham Crusade), Elvis Presley (who received a 
Grammy award for his recording), and more recently by 
Carrie Underwood.  Today, it remains as one of the more 
popular Catholic funeral hymns, as it celebrates in the 
beauty of nature and the power of God.  I remember Fr. 
Frank DuBois telling me he held this hymn with a special 
significance. 

 

(Verse 1) O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder, Con-
sider all the worlds Thy Hands have made; I see the stars, I 
hear the rolling thunder, Thy power throughout the universe 
displayed. (Refrain) Then sings my soul. My Savior 
God to thee.  How great thou art, how great thou art. 

In July, we responded to 14 requests, assisting 25 
children and their families. The list of items was 
lengthy in July, with a big thank you to all of you 
who continue to respond to the CarePortal re-
quests that are received.  We provided the follow-
ing items, multiple full and twin bed frames and 
mattresses, bedding (sheets, comforters, and pil-
lows) kitchen items (dishes, silverware, cutlery, 
drinking glasses, mixing and serving bowls, toast-
er, microwave, pots and pans, canister set, knifes), 
towels and wash clothes, hygiene and cleaning 
products, baby items (clothes, a safety door, dou-
ble stroller), clothes and sneakers for adults and 
children, a mailbox, and a grocery gift card.   

With school starting in September, we will probably 
be asked to provide more back to school clothes 
and supplies. Anyone who isn’t enrolled in the 
CarePortal, and would like to help with this minis-
try, just reach out to the office or Renee Hallock, 
rhallock76@gmail.com. 

In July we provided assistance to help pay for a 
medical bill, a security and rent deposit, moving 
expenses, a grocery card and stays at mo-
tels.  The total was $5,200.  Assistance is provided 
by the generosity of those who donate funds in the 
Saint Vincent DePaul boxes located in the church 
and chapel.  Thanks to those who contribute so we 
can continue to help those in need.    

In July, in collaboration with Holy Trinity and St. 
Michael’s churches we prepared 150 sandwiches 
for children and families who attended the Lansing 
Park pool in Cohoes.  While the total number of 
sandwiches provided was less than the 150, all re-
maining sandwiches were shared with families re-
siding at the Monte Mario Motel here in Latham, the 
residents at Ashfield Apartments, and Schenectady 
City Mission.  We were also able to provide them 
with small bags of hygiene products (toothbrush 
and paste, deodorant, soap, shampoo/conditioner) 
The weather provided us with a wonderful after-
noon to start this ministry, and the families were so 
appreciative.  We will be making sandwich lunches 
again this month on August 23, 2025, and anyone 
interested in helping with supplies are asked to use 
the QR code in the bulletin, or reach out to Renee 
Hallock, rhallock76@gmail.com.  We will look to 
provide school supplies as well this month.  
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M�ÝÝ IÄã�Äã®ÊÄÝ 

 August 16th  and 17th — All Masses — Fr. Kelly 

W«Ê’Ý PÙ�Ý®�®Ä¦ N�øã W��»�Ä�? 

Always forgetting  
your envelopes?  

Switch to online giving: 

O¥¥�ÙãÊÙù 

Current Year 

7/20/2025:      

$13,996.05 

Previous Year 

7/19/2024:      

$12,669.80 

Saturday, August 9— 4pm     Fr. Kelly 
 

† Timothy Butler 
† Donna Penk 

† Agnes T. Pero 
† Louis Lent 

† Martha Morris 
† Edward Skawinski 

 
Sunday, August 10— 9am         Fr. Kelly 
 

† Annette Q. Davis 
† Paul Trzcinski 

† Ellen Daly 
† Catherine Kolach 

For the intentions of Robert Styczynski 
† Donna Green 

 
 

Sunday, August 10— 11 am          Fr. Kelly 
 

† K.A Jose 
† Rich Ostiguy 

† Linda Judge Junco 
† Jack Spronz 

† Arturo & Yolenda Figliomeni 
 
 

Monday, August 11 — 12:10 pm            Fr. Kelly 
 

† Tony Cuccurullo 
 

Tuesday, August 12 — 12:10 pm               Fr. Gorenski 
 

Pray for Saint Ambrose 
  

Wednesday, August 13— 12:10 pm  Fr. Gorenski 
 

Pray for Saint Ambrose 
 
Thursday, August 14— 12:10 pm    Fr. Gorenski 
 

 
For the intentions of 

Joseph Reginald Godfrey 

M�ÙÙ®�¦� ¹ç�®½�� 

JÊ� OÖÖÊÙãçÄ®ãù 


