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Sã. AÃ�ÙÊÝ�, L�ã«�Ã, N�ó YÊÙ» AÖÙ®½ 19, 2026 

I was working at an area music store when a co-worker 
told me that he had worked out a theology of the “non-
bodily resurrecƟon of Jesus”. This was obviously not your 
typical workplace conversaƟon. In the fall of 2005 I had 
been relocated to a store where one my co-workers was a 
former priest, someone who was very theologically lit-
erate. He had taught theology of at the college level and 
published a noted book on the Eucharist aŌer the Second 
VaƟcan Council. In what was a strange and short period 
between college and graduate school that occurred aŌer 
my father died, I had regular dialogues on faith with my 
friend, the former priest. This conversaƟon, however, leŌ 
me uneasy. 
 
His posiƟon was not new. I had first encountered the idea 
that Jesus was not really raised from the dead from some 
noted New Testament scholars who were themselves a bit 
estranged from the mainstream. One of them rather cool-
ly suggested that, given Roman pracƟce at the Ɵme, Jesus’ 
remains were simply leŌ on the cross. I just revisited a 
book from this scholar that made the point that despite 
what you believe about the bodily resurrecƟon, whether 
Jesus was physically raised or not, that what maƩers most 
is the meaning of the resurrecƟon. He makes the good 
point that without a meaning, even an actual bodily resur-
recƟon of Jesus is at best a strange historical abnormality. 
 
Though the idea was not new to me, I was sƟll disturbed 
by what my friend was saying to me and I’m sure many of 
you would feel the same. Something feels wrong about it 
and I think the historical character of our confession of 
faith maƩers tremendously. I offered to my friend St. 
Paul’s fairly direct words regarding the resurrecƟon of Je-
sus: “Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, 
how can some of you say there is no resurrecƟon of the 
dead? If there is no resurrecƟon of the dead, then Christ 
has not been raised; and if Christ has not been raised, then 
our proclamaƟon has been in vain and your faith has been 
in vain” (1 Cor 15:12-14). He disagreed and that that was 
that but even though this conversaƟon is 21 years old, it 
sƟll haunts me.  
 
Rereading the above menƟoned book brought this to the 
fore once again. It dawned on me that there are not a few 
ChrisƟans who simply do not believe that Jesus actually 
rose from the dead, that the tomb was not actually empty 
or perhaps was never filled at all. For them, the resurrec-
Ɵon is sƟll a meaningful concept. They believe in the 
transformaƟon of a changed life and hope for the renewal 
of the social order that is promised by the resurrecƟon. 
But to put it bluntly, to them it is a myth, albeit one filled 
with great meaning.  

The New Testament witnesses to the resurrecƟon are 
diverse, but one striking feature that comes up is the 
physicality of the resurrected Jesus. According to Paul, 
the resurrected Jesus appears to many witnesses (1 
Cor 15:3-8).  He presides at a meal (Luke 24:30) and 
later eats a piece of broiled fish (24:42). In today’s 
Gospel reading, he invites Thomas to touch his 
wounds (John 20:27). This is besides each Gospel’s 
insistence that the tomb was empty. Ancient audienc-
es were not aƩuned to the kind of pracƟced skepƟ-
cism that emerged out of the 17th and 18th century 
Enlightenment, but I would argue that they would’ve 
been uncomfortable with the way we’ve excluded 
God from acƟng in the world. If you were to ask one 
of the first witnesses of the resurrected Jesus if he re-
ally and actually rose  from the dead, if the body of 
the one they mourned came back to life, that this was 
not some new spiritual awareness that occurred 
mainly in the minds of the first believers, I’m sure 
they would say yes, that it actually happened. They 
might walk us to the place where he was buried or 
invite us to converse with the witnesses. 
 
Moreover, there is correlaƟon between the trans-
formed lives of the faithful and the empty tomb. 
Reading and listening to people who do not believe 
that this resurrecƟon happened in the realm of Ɵme 
and space but happened in a vaguer spiritual sense 
does emphasize to me that the resurrecƟon can have 
a very real meaning for people. But at some point the 
rubber must hit the road and we have to ask our-
selves how deeply we believe that God can reach into 
his creaƟon and transform it. Do I believe not only 
that lives can change, but that illnesses can be 
healed? Do I believe not only in transformaƟve com-
muniƟes of faith but also that God can transform my 
circumstances even beyond the good will of others? 
Does the resurrecƟon transform the fabric of the cos-
mos or is it just a utopian philosophy? Were our fore-
bearers in the faith transformed by an idea or by the 
witness of something beyond senƟment? “Then he 
said to Thomas, ‘Put your fingers here and see my 
hands, and bring your hand and put it into my side, 
and do not be unbelieving, but believe.’ Thomas an-
swered and said to him, ‘My Lord and my God!’” (John 
20:27-28).      
 
                                                              - Tom Acemoglu 



 

AÖÙ®½ 19, 2026 FÙ. BÙ®�Ä K�½½ù, P�ÝãÊÙ 

Diocese of Albany: Office for Discipleship Formation  
in partnership with  

Franciscan University of Steubenville: Catechetical Institute  
offers an opportunity for personal & professional faith development. 

                          *NO Cost to participate*                          
  You will find wonderful resources for your personal enrichment and 

to learn more about what the Catholic Church teaches. You will also find  
resources to use as part of your preparation or ongoing formation in a  

particular area of ministry.   
           This program is an opportunity to learn with others in your faith  

community. Courses can be done individually but are designed to be done with 
others.  Consider inviting at least one other person to learn along with you 

Website:  Franciscanathome.com/diocese-albany  
On Diocese of Albany page at Catechetical Institute 

find your parish under the My Parish is registered box 
and setup your account to access the programs. 

Any questions contact Office for Discipleship Formation 
discipleshipformation@rcda.org  
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F®ÙÝã S�ãçÙ��ù D�òÊã®ÊÄ 

Monday-Thursday:   
9:00am-4:00pm 

 

Sunday Before & After the Masses  
in the Parish Center Lobby. 

O¥¥®�� «ÊçÙÝ 

LÊò®Ä¦ H��ÙãÝ M®Ä®ÝÙù 

K®�Ù�Ä’Ý L®¦«ã 

H�½Ö®Ä¦ H�Ä�Ý M®Ä®ÝãÙù 
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B�Ù��ò�Ã�Äã SçÖÖÊÙã 

FÙ. BÙ®�Ä K�½½ù, P�ÝãÊÙ 

MÊÃ’Ý GÙÊçÖ CÊ½çÃ�®�ãã�Ý  Ã��ã®Ä¦ 

Cçã Êçã ã«®Ý Ý½®Ö, F®½½ ®ã Êçã, Ι DÙÊÖ ®ã ®Ä ã«� CÊ½½��ã®ÊÄ  
��Ý»�ã ãÊ «�ò� ã«� H�½Ö®Ä¦ H�Ä�Ý M®Ä®ÝãÙù Ý�Ä� ÝÊÃ�ÊÄ�  

 

The Capital District Chapter  
Columbiettes Meeting 

 
On Sunday, April 26th, 2026 - 12:00 pm  

Waterford Knights of Columbus Council 

76 Grace Street, Waterford, 12188. 

 

Capital District Chapter President,  
Linda Cotch will preside  



 

 O�ãÊ��Ù 26 2025 M�ÝÝ IÄã�Äã®ÊÄÝ 

P�®Äã �Ä� S®Ö 

Always forgetting  
your envelopes?  

Switch to online giving: 

O¥¥�ÙãÊÙù 
Current Year 

04/05/2026 

$32,729.78 

Previous Year 

04/04/2025  

$16,999.97 

Saturday, April 18th—4:00 pm                       
 

†ÊJennieÊDesChamps 
†ÊFrankÊMcGarry 
†ÊLelandÊPlace 
†ÊCeceliaÊCraven 
†ÊRobertÊGrimsley 

†ÊJack,ÊMaryÊ&ÊJohnnyÊTervay 
†ÊGloriaÊTinklepaugh 

 
Sunday, April 19th—9:00 am                      

 
†ÊT.ÊMichaelÊWalsh 
†ÊSheldonÊR.ÊBell 
†ÊJosephineÊGreen 

†ÊAnthonyÊ&ÊLucilleÊBayer 
†ÊLarryÊGirard 

 
Sunday, April 19th—11:00 am                            

 
†ÊJosephÊ&ÊLorettaÊHogan 

†ÊFrankÊFischer 
†ÊHelenÊArseneauÊBookman 

†ÊJimÊSager 
†ÊJamesÊHooley 

†ÊJohnÊandÊMargaretÊMcKeon 
 

Monday, April 20th  — 12:10 pm                    
 

†ÊSheldonÊR.ÊBell 
 

Tuesday, April 21st — 12:10 pm                    
 

†ÊElenaÊSposito 
 

Wednesday, April 22nd— 12:10 pm              
 

†ÊDeceasedÊmembersÊofÊtheÊDelÊRaÊFamily 
ForÊtheÊintentionsÊofÊtheÊArangoÊFamily 

 
Thursday, April 23rd—12:10 pm                    

 
†ÊElmerÊP.ÊDagner,ÊJr. 

†ÊMaryÊHough 

Pç�½®��ã®ÊÄ R�Øç�ÝãÝ 

Do you have an event you 
want us to adverƟse, or an 
announcement you want us 
to share?  We can help  

you get the word out through mulƟple 
plaƞorms! Go to www. stambroselatham.com 
and click on the buƩon of the guy with the meg-
aphone in the middle of the page. Then fill out a 
short form, and we do the rest. 


