
 

First Sunday of Advent 
November 29, 2015 



The Church begins its new liturgical year with a season of hope.  Advent time – 
when we look forward to the celebration of the birth of the world’s Saviour – has 
produced liturgies filled with joy and expectation.  Advent’s liturgies also look    
forward to Christ’s ‘Second Coming’, to gather all things into the final Kingdom of 
God.  The liturgy nourishes our faith in the Lord, risen and triumphant.  His birth, 
which we look forward to celebrating, will not take place again.  We remember it as 
the dawning of the final moment of God’s eternal plan, a dawning full of promise 
for the whole of creation.  This fundamental theme of Christian faith and hope - 
encouraging us to look forward to a ‘new heaven and new earth’ - has been       
obscured in recent centuries.  For sincere believers, expectation of ‘the end of the 
world’ should convey far more than the uneasiness and dread it so often arouses. 
 
The readings of today’s liturgy show us something of the development of this 
theme in the faith of God’s people.  In the first reading, Jeremiah promises that the 
messiah – ‘a virtuous branch’, a ruler of ‘honesty and integrity’, belonging to the 
family of David – will realise all that old Israel hopes for.  It is a reassuring message, 
indeed, for a people whose history had been presided over by rulers who were for 
the most part corrupt and selfish.  We see this prophecy being fulfilled in the     
gospel reading from Luke.  Jesus – knowing that that the final moment of God’s 
designs for creation had come – made use in his teaching of the symbolic imagery 
of the prophets and the current (‘apocalyptic’) literature. But he also introduced a 
startling new dimension to these expectations by uniting them with the coming the 
‘Son of Man’ foretold in the Book of Daniel – ‘coming with power and great glory’ 
to establish God’s eternal reign.  The first Christians, who recognised Jesus as the 
‘Son of Man’ who had been foretold, and lived in wonder at what God had done in 
the Lord’s Paschal Mystery, faced a perplexing question.  They rejoiced that old 
Israel’s hopes had been so wonderfully fulfilled in the coming of the Son of God 
and his victory over all evil. But what were they to make of the fact that the world 
seemed to go on as before?  It is not surprising that they saw themselves living in 
brief time of waiting before the Risen Lord returned to inaugurate God’s ‘new 
heaven and new earth’.  The Thessalonians to whom, in our second reading, Paul is 
writing a friendly letter – the earliest Christian writing we possess, written about    
twenty years after the Resurrection – were wrestling with this problem.  They 
looked forward, in the near future, to ‘the Lord Jesus Christ coming with all his 
saints’; but, as the letter makes clear, they were confused as they tried to            
anticipate how this will happen (see 4:13-18; 5:1-11).  Paul himself was still coming 
to terms with the problem we have described.  His message to them, however, is 
reassuring and meaningful, even today: Trust in the Lord, as it    becomes clear how 
this final moment of God’s plan is to unfold; remember the gospel teaching of Jesus 
- be alert and prepared; above all, prepare for what lies ahead by living according 
to the Lord’s commandment of love: ‘Love one another, and the whole human 
race, as much as I love you’. 
                   -by John Thornhill, SM 



 

Scan this QR code with your phone  
for quick and easy online giving! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Open Hands and Willing Hearts 
A Night of Reflection for Liturgical Ministers   

 

Join us for an evening meal, a scriptural proclamation and a reflection 
on the Emmaus Story.  Can we identify with any of the characters in this 
well-known Lucan recognition story?  How does being an extraordinary 
Eucharistic minister, reader, choir or hospitality member help the wider 
congregation feel God’s presence? Seasoned volunteers are invited to 

reflect and renew their dedication to their ministry, and new volunteers 
are welcome to come and explore ministry opportunities.   

 

After a light meal, presenter Dr. Suzanne Nawrocki, M. Div., D. Min., will 
lead the evening’s reflection. Suzanne has earned two masters from    

St. Mary’s Seminary and has recently completely a doctorate from the 
Aquinas Institute of Theology in St. Louis. She is a previous School Board 

member and has given well-received workshops at St. Theresa’s  
in the past. We welcome Suzanne back.      

 

As we usher in the liturgical season of Advent, consider spending a 
relaxed evening with us. A night of reflection can keep our hands willing 

and our hearts open to serve God and his beloved people.   
 

Tuesday December 1, 2015, 6:30 – 8:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall   
Please RSVP to joan.kofteci@sttheresa.cc by November 30. 

Please note:  On Thursday, December 3, there will be no confessions, 
and a Communion Service will take place at 6:30 pm 



If you would like to submit an announcement for our bulletin, 

please send it to:  bulletin@sttheresa.cc. 

 

Giving Tree 

Our Annual Giving Tree is in the Narthex.  Please take 
an ornament and bring back the requested item, 

unwrapped and with ornament attached, to the church 
by the deadline stated on the ornament.  The Giving 
Tree project helps many social organizations, such as 

CCSC, Catholic Charities, Casa Juan Diego, and 
Magnificat House, as well as other families in our 

community.  What a beautiful way to share the many 
gifts we have received throughout the year. 

Christmas Boxes for the Seaman Center 

The Saint Theresa Women’s Club is part of the Archdiocesan Project of 
all the Women’s Clubs in Houston and the Greater Houston area.  Please 

donate items by December 6 to members of the Women’s Club or just 
put them in the large box on display in the Narthex. Your items will be 
packed in a cardboard shoe box and wrapped in Christmas paper.  All 

the packages will be delivered to the Seaman Center to be stored on the 
ships until Christmas.  What a welcome surprise at Christmas  

for sailors from around the world!  Items needed are: 
adhesive bandages (fabric), baseball caps, combs, dental floss, 

deodorant, disposable razors, flashlight w/batteries, facial tissues,  
lip balm, lotion, nail clippers, needle and thread, hot chocolate,  
cotton swabs, shaving cream, gum, hard candy, soap, shampoo, 

toothbrush, toothpaste, key chains, pocketsize notebooks,  
Mechanical pencils, pens, t-shirts, playing cards, popcorn, socks,  

Sudoku puzzles, and Texas souvenirs. 



Eucharistic Exposition and Adoration 
The Adoration Ministry is in need of Committed Adorers!   
Adoration hours: Tuesday & Thursday – 7:30 am to 10 pm 

All hours are available and in need of 2 or more adorers; however,  
the following hours are of urgent need for a committed adorer: 

Tuesday:  10 am, 12noon, 3 pm, 4 pm, 8 pm  
Thursday:  11 am, 1 pm, 4 pm, 6 pm 

Will you please consider spending one hour a week with Jesus?   
All are welcome to join us to Adore Jesus! 

To commit to one holy hour; please contact Diana Sepulveda  
at dsepulveda@smithcarr.com  or 713-542-4706 

 
El Ministerio de Adoración está en la necesidad de Adoratrices 

comprometidos! El horario de Adoración del Santísimo son-  
7:30 am hasta las 10 de la noche, los Martes y Jueves 

Todas las horas están disponibles con la necesidad de tener 2 o más 
adoradores las siguientes horas son de urgente necesidad de un 

adorador comprometida: 
Martes: 10 am, 12 del mediodía, 3 pm, 4 pm, 8 pm 

Jueves: 11 am, 1 pm, 4 pm, 6 pm 
¿Por favor considerar pasar una hora a la semana con Jesús?  

Todos son bienvenidos a unirse a nosotros para adorar a Jesús!  
Comprometerse a una hora santa; por favor, póngase en contacto con 

Diana Sepulveda en dsepulveda@smithcarr.com  
o por celular: 713-542-4706 

Advent Art and Environment 
As we enter the new Liturgical Year with the First Sunday of Advent this 

weekend, you will notice new textiles hanging in the Sanctuary.  
These textiles were purchased with funds donated by the St. Theresa's 

Women's Club and were customized by Margaret Tusa. They will 
enhance the beauty of our celebration as we await the birth of Jesus. 



Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe 

Estan cordialmente invitados a formar 
parte de la festividad a Nuestra Señora de 

Guadalupe. 
 

La celebracion empezara desde el Viernes, 
4 de Diciembre, con una Novena en su 

honor.  Nos estaremos reuniendo aqui en 
la iglesia a las 7:00 pm para rezar esta 

devocion. 
 

El Sabado, 12 de Diciembre, iniciaremos a 
las 5:30 am con una procesion alrededor 
de la iglesia y continuaremos con el Santo 
Rosario a las 6:30 am seguido por la Santa 

Misa a las 7:00 am.  Despues de la Misa 
habra una pequeño convivio en el 
Fellowship Hall.  Los esperamos! 

 

You are cordially invited to take part in the Feast of Our Lady of 
Gudalupe.  The celebration begins on Friday, December 4, and continues 
each evening with a Novena in her honor.  We will meet in the church at 
7 pm to pray this devotion.  On Saturday, December 12, we will begin at 

5:30 am with Las Mañanitas—an outdoor procession with Our Lady 
accompanied by mariachis.  Rosary will begin at 6:30 am in the church, 

followed by Mass in Spanish at 7 am.  After the Mass, we will have a 
small reception in the Fellowship Hall.  Hope to see you there! 

 

Barnes and Noble Book Fair 

Save the Date! On Friday, December 4, St. Theresa Catholic School will 
be having its annual winter book fair at the Barnes & Noble on  

West Gray in River Oaks.  Events begin at 3:30 pm.   
A percentage of your purchases will benefit our school.   

Come join us for a wonderful, fun-filled community event while getting a 
head start on your Christmas shopping!   

A complete schedule of events is listed on the school’s website: 
www.sttheresaschool.cc. 



If you would like to submit an announcement for our bulletin, 

please send it to:  bulletin@sttheresa.cc. 

2016 Gala 
Preparations are beginning for next year’s Gala fundraiser!   

We would like to invite all parishioners to come on Wednesday, 
December 9, at 7 pm to meet with the Gala committees  

in the Pastoral Center (former Rectory).   
Please RSVP to Kurt  - k.kleeman@sttheresa.cc  

or Enrique—e.benitez@sttheresa.cc.  713-869-3783 



 
Houston Police 
For Emergency/Life Threatening Calls: 
911 
Non-Emergency Calls: 713- 884-3131 
www.houstonpolice.org 
Domestic Violence 
The Bridge Over Troubled Waters 
24 Hour Hotline: 713-473-2801 
www.thebridgeovertroubledwaters.org 

Narcotics Anonymous (NA) 
713-661–4200 
www.na.org 
Sex Addicts Anonymous (SAA) 
713- 405-1142 
www.houstonsaa.org 

 
 
Counseling (Grief, Family, etc.) 
Catholic Charities:  
713-526-4611 
www.catholiccharities.org 
Families of Addicts 
Al-Anon Family Groups 
713-683-7227 
www.al-anon.alateen.org 
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) 
713-686-6300 
www.aa.org 
Overeaters Anonymous (OA)  
713-973-6633 
www.oahouston.org  

HELPFUL NUMBERS 

Take Baby Jesus Home 
The children of the Focolare Movement every year hold the “Taking 
Baby Jesus Home” Project  offering figurines of Baby Jesus with the 

purpose to give Him his rightful place at Christmas. 
 

This year, in response to Pope Francis’ recent appeal to help refugees 
from the war torn countries, all donations will be sent to  

refugee families from Syria.  
Want to help with this project? 

Join us 
December 5, 3 - 5 pm  

St. Helen’s Catholic Church 
We will have a family-friendly Christmas themed fun afternoon,  

and we will package figurines of Baby Jesus that will be offered after all 
weekend Masses at St. Helen’s. 

Can't join us December 5 but want to help?  
The figurines will be available after all Masses Saturday evening  

December 5 and on Sunday December 6 
 

For more information and to RSVP see:  
www.focolare.org/usa/gestures-of-peace 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

  

  

If you are interested in  
advertising in our bulletin, 

please contact  
Kathy Corbett at 

k.corbett@sttheresa.cc 
 

Thank you for  
your support! 

TATUM & MONTGOMERY, CPAs 
4545 Post Oak Place, Ste. 300 

 

Serving Small Businesses and  

Individuals since 1976 
 

Henry Nguyen, C.P.A. 
 

713-622-2960       hdn824@gmail.com 

  
 

 

Anne E. Kennedy 

Attorney at Law 
 

Immigration 

Family Law 

Criminal Law 

Civil Law 
 

 

Se habla español 

539 Heights Blvd. 
Houston, TX 77007 

 

phone   713.869.2305 
cell        713.862.8110 

 
 

     aek-law.com  
 

www.lazosproperties.com                                                        

DIANA CADIEUX , REALTOR® 
(281) 804-2270       

    

Dianahomefinder@gmail.com 
  

You will be my top priority! 

Hableme si busca casa. 



   

 

 

 

If you are interested in advertising in 
our bulletin, please contact  

Kathy Corbett at k.corbett@sttheresa.cc 
 

Thank you for your support! 
 

 

Nifty Cleaners 
 

5901 Washington Ave. 
 

713-868-2210 

 
 

Baptism 
Contact Ginger Tamborello or visit 
our website for more  information. 

 
First Communion & Reconciliation 

Contact Terra Herce or visit our  
website for more information. 

 
Matrimony 

Application for Annulment 
Contact Patrick Miral or visit our 
website for more information. 

 

 
 
 

 
Confirmation 

Contact Ginger Tamborello or visit 
our website for more  information.  

 
Reconciliation 

Saturday 
4 pm-5 pm 
Thursday 

5:30 pm-6:15 pm 
 
 

 

 

Sacraments 

Annie and Doug  
Raburn 

 

 Selling bungalows  
to mansions 

in and around Houston  
for the last 20 years. 

 
 713.826.7569 

araburn@marthaturner.com 

 

 

 

 



This Week 

Monday, November 30 
7:00 am Mass 
6:30 pm Meditation Prayer Group, Mary Chapel 
7:00 pm Book Club, Brides Room 
 

Tuesday, December 1 
7:00 am  Mass 
7:30 am   Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
6:30 pm Women’s Encounter, Brides Room 
6:30 pm Advent Reflection, Fellowship Hall 
 

Wednesday, December 2 
7:00 am Mass 
8:10 am School Mass 
7:00 pm    Spanish Prayer Group, Brides Room 
7:00 pm Legión de María, Sacristy 
7:30 pm Choir Rehearsal, Church 
8:15 pm Men’s AA, Fellowship Hall 
 

Thursday, December 3 
7:00 am  Mass 
7:30 am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
6:30 pm Communion Service 
7:30 pm Choir Rehearsal, Church 
7:30 pm Men’s Encounter, FH Board Room 
 

Friday, December 4 
7:45 am Rosary for Peace and Respect for Life 
8:00 am Mass 
 

Saturday, December 5 
8:30 am Carmelite Study Group, Fellowship Hall 
3:00 pm American Legion, Fellowship Hall 
4:00 pm  Reconciliation 
5:30 pm  Mass 
 

Sunday, December 6 
Donuts and coffee after all morning Masses 
8:00 am   Mass  
8:30  am   RCIA, Fellowship Hall 
10:00 am  Mass 
11:15 am Adult Ed, FH Lounge 
11:30 am  Mass in Spanish 
1:00 pm Marriage Orientation, Fellowship Hall 
1:30 pm NFP, FH Board Room 
5:30  pm   Mass 

   
 
 

Rosary for Peace and  
Respect for Life 

 

December 4—Gene Boriskie 

December 11 & 18—Joe Tusa 

Next Week’s Reader  
and EMHC Schedule 

Saturday, December 5 
5:30 pm  (Team  4) 

Keith Kaposta 
Andi Maceo 

Sunday, December 6 
8:00 am (Team 2) 

Eddie Mason 
Norma Pabon 

10:00 am (Team  1) 
Ken Yanowski 

Donna Yanowski 
5:30 pm  (Team  1) 

Ana Schick 
Daniel Ortiz 

Mass Intentions 
 Saturday, November 28 
 5:30 PM Michelle Marks † 

 Sunday, November 29 
 8:00 AM Mary Ann Anderson Derby † 
 10:00 AM Pro-Populo (Parishioners) 
 11:30 AM Maru Alvarez Aldana † 
 5:30 PM Johnnie Sicola Sr. † 

 Monday, November 30 
 7:00 AM Maria Tran Cuc † 
 Juan Pablo Diaz Granados † 

 Tuesday, December 1 
 7:00 AM Mary Breen † 
 Lucia Salvo † 
 Tracy Ligon (L) 

 Wednesday, December 2 
 7:00 AM Special Intention  
 8:05 AM Family  

 Thursday, December 3 
 7:00 AM Maria Victoria Zaayman † 
 Tracy Ligon (L) 
 

  Friday, December 4 
 7:00 AM Sheila Hedrich † 

 Saturday, December 5 
 5:30 PM Ike & Louise Gorski † 
 Pete and Vera Morello † 

 Sunday, December 6 
 8:00 AM Patricia Grizzaffi † 
 10:00 AM Pro-Populo (Parishioners) 
 11:30 AM Stevenson Family 
  Mulvilhill Family 
 5:30 PM Joe Loria Jr. † 
 

 

 

*For Mass intentions, contact Deandra in 
the church office. 



www.StTheresa.cc 
6622 Haskell, Houston, TX 77007  

Phone: 713-869-3783 Fax: 713-869-3784 

Weekend Masses: Saturday Vigil: 5:30 pm 
Sunday: 8:00 am, 10:00 am,  
11:30 am (Spanish), 5:30 pm 

 

Daily Mass: Monday through Friday at 7 am, 
Thursday at 6:30 pm  

 

Holy Day Masses: 7 am, 12:10 pm, & 6:30 pm 

Pastor:  Fr. Phil Lloyd, ext. 312 
britishbulldog@sttheresa.cc 

Deacons  
Deacon Larry Vaclavik  
deaconlarry@sttheresa.cc 

Deacon Francis Tse 
deaconfrancis@sttheresa.cc 

Deacon Bill Wilson 
deaconbillwilson@gmail.com 
 
 

SCHOOL STAFF 
 

Principal 
Melissa Ilski ext. 320 
melissa.ilski@sttheresa.cc 
 

Dean of Students 
Carman West, ext. 317 
carman.west@sttheresa.cc 
 

Administrative Assistant 
Rhonda Lastovica, ext. 321 
r.lastovica@sttheresa.cc 
 

Advancement Director, Church & School 
Kurt Kleeman, ext. 314 
k.kleeman@sttheresa.cc 
 
 

PARISH RESOURCES AND STAFF 

 

Development 
Enrique Benitez, ext. 315 
e.benitez@sttheresa.cc 
 
Pastoral Associate 
Patrick Miral, ext. 310 
p.miral@sttheresa.cc 

 

Pastoral Manager  /Director of Music and Liturgy 
Kathy Corbett, ext. 311 
k.corbett@sttheresa.cc 
 

Finance Manager, Church and School  
Cherie Hernandez,  ext. 305 
c.hernandez@StTheresa.cc 
 

Church and School Finance 
Lidia Chapple, ext. 333 
lidia.chapple@sttheresa.cc 
Yen Fite, ext. 329 
yen.fite@sttheresa.cc 
Johanna Bransford, ext. 309 
j.bransford@sttheresa.cc 
 
 

Director of Adult Education / Hospitality 
Ginger Tamborello, ext. 306 
g.tamborello@sttheresa.cc 
 

Faith Formation / Student Ministry 
Adrian Leal, ext. 308 
youthministry@sttheresa.cc 
Faith Formation / Elementary 
Terra Herce, ext. 308 
t.herce@sttheresa.cc 
 

Early Childhood Center Director 
Cindy Clements, ext. 338 
c.clements@sttheresa.cc 
 
 

Receptionist/Clerical Assistant 
Deandra Mackey, ext. 301 
d.mackey@sttheresa.cc 
 

Maintenance Supervisor 
Andras Bandi, ext. 302 
andras.bandi@sttheresa.cc 


