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The joys and the hopes, the griefs and the anxieties 
of the people of this age, especially those who are 
poor or in any way afflicted, these are the joys and 
hopes, the griefs and anxieties of the followers of 
Christ. Indeed, nothing genuinely human fails 
to raise an echo in their hearts. For theirs is a 
community composed of human beings. United 
in Christ, they are led by the Holy Spirit in their 
journey to the Kingdom of their Father and they 
have welcomed the news of salvation which is 
meant for everyone. That is why this community 
realizes that it is truly linked with mankind and 
its history by the deepest of bonds.

PASTORAL CONSTITUTION ON THE CHURCH 
IN THE MODERN WORLD

GAUDIUM ET SPES
Promulgated by His Holiness Pope Paul VI
on December 7, 1965
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August 14, 2019 
 
 
 
My Dear parishioners and Friends of St Theresa, 
 
I am writing to you as I sit less than fifty yards from the River Thames in London and close to 
the Mayflower Pub, the exact spot from which the pilgrims set off for the new world almost four 
hundred years ago. Ever since that first vessel left many more have followed. Today the journey 
is not nearly so arduous, thank goodness. As I sit in the early hours of the morning and listen to 
twenty first century vessels fly overhead I am filled with joy and gratitude.  
 
With only a few days left before the consecration of our reordered church I sit quietly and thank 
God. Without your generosity we would not be at this point in the history of St. Theresa in the 
Park. As Houston, the fourth largest city in America continues to grow at an amazing  rate, so 
do we as a parish. St. Theresa, our patron, is certainly showering us with roses.  
 
My prayer, like that of our city, is for us to grow in our diversity and creativity, that we might have 
the spirit of a pilgrim knowing that our journey must continue. What Father Dieffenbach, our 
founding pastor began over seven decades ago we continue under the grace and mercy of God. 
So many that have gone before us from this sacred space. So many have been married here, 
baptized here, received mercy and love here. I hope and pray that together as the people of 
God we continue to recognize the value of all people.  
 
I hope that the opening lines of the Pastoral Constitution on The Church in the Modern World, 
promulgated by Pope Paul V1 in 1965 may be our mission statement as we continue to praise 
God in this place, and leave here refreshed for the many opportunities that arise to live what we 
profess: 
 
"The joys and hopes, griefs and anxieties of the people of this age, especially those who are 
poor or are in any way afflicted, these too are the joys and hopes, griefs and anxieties of the 
followers of Christ for theirs is a community composed of those where nothing human can fail to 
raise an echo in their hearts." (Gaudium et Spes, 1). 
 
With every good wish and many thanks, 
 
 
 
 
Fr. Phil Lloyd 
Pastor 
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Through his death and resurrection, Christ became the true and 
perfect temple of the New Covenant and gathered together a people 
to be his own. From early times, “church” has been the name given to 
the building in which this holy people — made one as the Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit are one — gather to worship in spirit and in truth: to 
receive the Sacraments, to hear the word of God, to offer Him praise, 
to entreat His intercession, and to celebrate the Eucharist. 

A church is more than just a visible building; it is a temple of God built 
of living stones that stands as a special sign of the pilgrim Church 
on earth and reflects the glory of the Church dwelling in heaven. 
Therefore, whenever a church is built, it is fitting that it be dedicated 
to God with a solemn rite, in accordance with the ancient custom of 
the Church. 

The altar of a church, around which the holy people of God gather to 
take part in the Lord’s sacrifice and to be refreshed at the Heavenly 
meal, stands as a sign of Jesus Christ himself, who is the priest, victim, 
and altar of His own sacrifice. As often as the sacrifice of the cross is 
celebrated on the altar, the work of our redemption is accomplished. 
The community of St. Theresa the Little Flower gathers on this day to 
celebrate with great joy the dedication of our renewed church. In the 
future, we will celebrate the anniversary of this dedication each year 
with the rank of Solemnity.

THE RITE OF DEDICATION OF A CHURCH AND AN ALTAR

“What makes a church 
different from any other 
building is not its form or 
shape, but rather how it 
facilitates for a particular 
community of believers 
a regular unfolding of 
the Christian mystery, 
the eternal divine plan 
for humanity as revealed 
in the person of Jesus 
Christ.”

[The Place of Worship: Pastoral 
Directory on the Building and 
Reordering of Churches]



ENTRANCE PROCESSION

The relics of St. Theresa 
of Lisieux, St. Catherine 

of Siena, St. Francis of 
Assisi, St. Clara, and St. 

Desiderius are processed 
in by Deacon Larry. At 

the end of the procession 
are other concelebrating 
clergy and the principal 

celebrant, Cardinal 
DiNardo.
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THE RITE OF DEDICATION

Cardinal 
DiNardo:  

All:   
 
Cardinal:    

All:   
 
Bill and Cindy 
Featherston—
Capital 
Campaign 
Chairpersons:  

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit.

Amen.
 
May grace and peace be with you all in the Holy Church 
of God.

And with your spirit.

Cardinal DiNardo, we represent the hundreds of 
parishioners and workers who have been involved 
in renovating this church from its planning to its 
completion. May our work be a blessing to this parish 
and a place for all generations to encounter Christ. We 
present to you the keys to the church and a plan of the 
building for Saint Theresa Catholic Church. May this 
be a reminder that this church is a place where God’s 
people gather to worship God and receive his gracious 
gifts.

THE INTRODUCTORY RITES 

Typically, as the
Celebrant and other

ministers enter in
procession, they

reverence the altar with
a bow and/or a kiss.
Today as they enter,

they do not bow or kiss
the altar because it has

yet to be anointed.
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BLESSING AND SPRINKLING RITE

Cardinal:  
 

All:

After the Cardinal blesses 
the water, the people, 
who are the living stones,
are sprinkled to remind
us of our baptism and to 
cleanse us of our sins. The 
church’s altar and walls 
are sprinkled to purify 
and cleanse the building 
for its dedication.

Dear brothers and sisters, as we solemnly dedicate 
this house, let us humbly call upon the Lord our God to 
bless this water he has created with which we are to be 
sprinkled as a sign of repentance and a remembrance 
of Baptism and by which the new walls and altar will be 
purified. May the Lord support us with his grace so that, 
docile to the Spirit whom we have received, we may 
remain faithful in his Church. 

O God, through whom every creature comes forth into 
the light of life, you accompany all people with such 
great love that not only do you nourish them with 
fatherly care, but you mercifully cleanse them of their 
sins with the dew of charity and constantly lead them 
back to Christ the Head. 

For in your merciful plan you established that those 
who descend as sinners into the sacred waters to die 
with Christ should rise free from guilt and be made his 
members, heirs with him to an eternal reward.

Sanctify, therefore, with your blessing this water you 
have created, that, sprinkled on us and on the walls of 
this church, it may be a sign of the cleansing waters of 
salvation, in which we have been washed in Christ and 
made a temple of your Spirit. 

Grant that, with all our brothers and sisters who will 
celebrate the divine mysteries in this church, we may 
come at last to the heavenly Jerusalem. Through Christ 
our Lord. 

Amen.
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Jesus Christ, by 
descending into the
waters of the River
Jordan, sanctified the
waters of Baptism for all
time. When we enter and
leave the church, we dip
our fingers in this Holy 
Water. We mark ourselves 
with the Sign of the Cross 
to remember when our 
sins were washed clean in 
the sacrament, the gift of
new life we have received
and the responsibility we
have to live as faithful
sons and daughters.

May God, the Father of mercies, dwell in this house of 
prayer and, by the grace of the Holy Spirit, cleanse us 
who are the temple where he dwells.

Amen.

Cardinal: 

All:

All music used by permission



GLORIA

The Gloria begins by
echoing the proclamation 
of the angels at the birth 
of Christ: “Glory to God in
the highest!” In this
ancient hymn, the
gathered assembly joins
the heavenly choirs in
offering praise and
adoration to the Father
and Jesus through the
Holy Spirit.

1. We praise you,
 we bless you,
 we adore you,
 we glorify you,
 we give you thanks for your great glory
 Lord God, heavenly King,
 O God, almighty Father.

2. Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
 Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
 you take away the sins of the world,
 receive our prayer;
 you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
 have mercy on us.

3. For you alone are the Holy One,
 you alone are the Lord
 you alone are the Most High,
 Jesus Christ,
 with the Holy Spirit,
 in the glory of God the Father. 
 Amen

Music: Mass of Creation, Marty Haugen, 1984, 1985, 2010
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COLLECT

Let us pray.

Almighty ever-living God, pour out your grace upon 
this place and extend the gift of your help to all who 
call upon you, that the power of your word and of the 
Sacraments may strengthen here the hearts of all the 
faithful. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever.

Amen.

The Introductory Rites
conclude with an opening
prayer, called the Collect.
The celebrant invites the
gathered assembly to
pray, then pauses for a
brief silence that allows
people to become aware
that they are now in the
presence of God. He then
“collects” our prayers into
one and joins them to the
prayer of the day which
expresses the character
of the celebration and
disposes all to hear the
word of God.

Cardinal: 

All:



LITURGY OF THE WORD

Those who will proclaim the Word of God approach the Cardinal with the
Lectionary, which contains readings from sacred Scripture for the Mass. 
The Cardinal then presents the Lectionary to the people.

Cardinal:   

All: 

[SIT]

READING I Nehemiah 8: 1-4a, 5-6, 8-10

Now when the seventh month came, the whole people gathered as 
one in the square in front of the Water Gate, and they called upon 
Ezra the scribe to bring forth the book of the law of Moses which the 
LORD had commanded for Israel.

On the first day of the seventh month, therefore, Ezra the priest 
brought the law before the assembly, which consisted of men, 
women, and those children old enough to understand. Standing at 
one end of the open place that was before the Water Gate, he read out 
of the book from daybreak till midday, in the presence of the men, 
the women, and those children old enough to understand; and all the 
people listened attentively to the book of the law.

Ezra the scribe stood on a wooden platform that had been made for 
the occasion. He opened the scroll so that all the people might see it 
(for he was standing higher up than any of the people); and, as he 
opened it, all the people rose.

Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God, and all the people, their hands 
raised high, answered, “Amen, amen!” Then they bowed down and 
prostrated themselves before the LORD, their faces to the ground.

Ezra read plainly from the book of the law of God, interpreting it so
that all could understand what was read.

The design of the ambo
and its prominent
placement reflects the
dignity and nobility of
that saving Word and
draws the attention of
those present to the
proclamation of the
Word. Notice the
resemblance of the ambo
and altar. This is to
emphasize the close
relationship between the
Word and the Eucharist.
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May the word of God resound always in this building, 
to open for you the mystery of Christ and to bring 
about your salvation in the Church. 

Amen



 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM                  DiMarzio 

 

Then Nehemiah, that is, His Excellency, and Ezra the priest-scribe and 
the Levites who were instructing the people said to all the people:
“Today is holy to the LORD your God. Do not be sad, and do not weep,” 
for all the people were weeping as they heard the words of the law. 
He said further: “Go, eat rich foods and drink sweet drinks, and allot 
portions to those who had nothing prepared; for today is holy to our 
LORD. Do not be saddened this day, for rejoicing in the LORD must be 
your strength!”

Lector:

All:  
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 19 For the parishioners of St. Theresa
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The responsorial
psalm is the assembly’s 
response to the 
proclamation of God’s 
Word in our midst.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

1. The law of the Lord is perfect,
 refreshing the soul;
 The decree of the Lord is trustworthy,
 giving wisdom to the simple.

2. The precepts of the Lord are right,
 rejoicing the heart;
 The command of the Lord is clear,
 enlightening the eye.

3. The fear of the Lord is pure,
 enduring forever;
 The ordinances of the Lord are true,
 all of them just.

4.  Let the words of my mouth and the thought of my heart
 find favor before you,
 O Lord, my rock and my redeemer.
Text: Psalm 19: 8,9, 10,15
Music: Eric DiMarzio



The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.

Gospel Verse: I choose and consecrate this house, that my name may be 
there forever. (2 Chron 7:16)

Our reverence for the
Word of God is expressed 
not only in an attentive 
listening to and reflection 
upon the Scripture, but 
also by the way we handle 
and treat the Blood of the
Gospels.
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Brothers and sisters:
 You are no longer strangers and sojourners, 
 but you are fellow citizens with the holy ones
 and members of the household of God,
 built upon the foundation of the Apostles and prophets,
 with Christ Jesus himself as the capstone.
 Through him the whole structure is held together
 and grows into a temple sacred in the Lord;
 in him you also are being built together
 into a dwelling place of God in the Spirit.

Lector: 

All:

[STAND]

READING II Ephesians 2:19-22

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION



Deacon:      The Lord be with you.

All:       And with your Spirit.

Deacon:      A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew 

All:       Glory to you, O Lord.

Matthew 16: 13-19

When Jesus went into the region of Caesarea Philippi he asked his 
disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” They replied, 
“Some say John the Baptist, others Elijah, still others Jeremiah or one 
of the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?”
Simon Peter said in reply, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 
Jesus said to him in reply, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah. For 
flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my heavenly Father. 
And so I say to you, you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my 
Church, and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it. I 
will give you the keys to the Kingdom of heaven. Whatever you bind on 
earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatever you loose on earth shall 
be loosed in heaven.

Deacon:      The Gospel of the Lord.

All:       Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ.

The high point of the
Liturgy of the Word is the
reading of the Gospel.
Because the Gospels tell
of the life, ministry, and
preaching of Christ, it
receives several special
signs of honor and
reverence. The gathered
assembly stands to hear
the Gospel and it is
introduced by an
acclamation of praise.

At the announcement of
the particular Gospel, we
trace the sign of the Cross
on our forehead, lips,
and heart, to indicate our
desire to contemplate
God’s word, to implant it
deep within our hearts,
and to carry its message
into the world.
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HOMILY
HIS EMINENCE DANIEL CARDINAL DINARDO

NICENE CREED

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born 
of the Father before all ages. God from God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made. For us men and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, (Please bow at the words that follow, 
up to and including “and became man.”) and by the Holy Spirit was 
incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death 
and was buried, and rose again on the third day in accordance with 
the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father . He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit , the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Fat her and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is 
adored and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. I confess 
one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look forward to the 
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

The structure of the
Creed reinforces our belief 
in the Holy Trinity, first 
addressing the Father, 
then the Son, and then the 
Holy Spirit. At the heart of 
our faith is our belief that 
God became one of us at 
the Annuciation.
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THE PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND THE ANOINTINGS 

LITANY OF THE SAINTS

For solemn occasions, the 
prayer of the whole
Church—those with God
in heaven as well as those
on earth—is sought.

The Litany of the Saints is
one of the oldest prayers
in continuous use in the
Catholic Church. It is
composed of five
sections: the first invokes
the Triune God - Father,
Son, and Spirit; the
second asks the
intercession of our
Blessed Mother Mary, the
angels and saints; the
third presents petitions to
Christ our Savior; the
fourth includes a list of
intentions for the church
and the world; the fifth,
and final, section is an
appeal for Christ to hear
our prayer.
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St. Peter and St. Andrew
St. James and St. John
St. Mary Magdalene
St. Stephen
St. Lawrence
St. Scholastica and Perpetua
St. Agnes
St. Cecilia
St. Desiderius
St. Benedict
St. Bernard
St. Francis and St. Clare
St. Thomas Aquinas
St. Catherine of Siena
St. Juan Diego

St. John of the Cross
St. Teresa of Avila
St. Francis de Sales
St. Jane de Chantal
St. Madeleine Sophie Barat
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
St. Theresa of Lisieux
St. Louis and Zelie
St. Philippine Duchesne
St. Maximilian Kolbe
St. John XXIII
St. Paul VI
St. John Paul II
St. Oscar Romero
St. Teresa of Calcutta

Cardinal: 

Deacon:

Let us ask the saints to support our prayers to God the 
Father almighty, who has made the hearts of his people 
faithful temples of his Spirit.

Let us kneel.



Be merciful to us sinners
Guide and protect your holy Church
Keep the pope and all the clergy in faithful service to 
your church
Bring all peoples together in trust and peace
Strengthen us in your service.
Make this church holy and consecrate it to your worship
Jesus, Son of the Living God

Lord, we ask 
you, hear 
our prayer.
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In our litany today, we
include many of the saints 
traditionally invoked 
during the Litany, those 
that have been recently 
canonized, and call upon 
Saint Theresa, our patron 
and her parents, Saints 
Louis and Zelie. Like all 
litanies, it is intended to 
be recited communally, 
but it can be prayed alone.



Mercifully accept our petitions, we pray, O Lord, 
through the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary and 
all the Saints, so that this building to be dedicated to 
your name may be a house of salvation and grace where 
the Christian people, gathering as one, will worship you 
in spirit and in truth and be built up in charity. Through 
Christ our Lord. 

Amen.

Let us stand.
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Cardinal: 

All:

Deacon:



DEPOSITING OF THE RELICS

psalm 15

1. Lord, who may abide in your tent, and dwell on 
 your holy mountain? Whoever walks without 
 fault; who does what is just, and speaks the truth 
 from his heart.

Every Catholic altar
contains a relic of a
saint, a model of how to
give one’s life to God,
just as Jesus offers
himself in the Eucharist.
The relics interred
beneath our altar are 
those of St. Theresa of 
Lisieux, St. Catherine 
of Siena, St. Francis of 
Assisi, St. Clara and St. 
Desiderius.

As the Cardinal
approaches the altar,
Deacon Larry brings the
relics to the Cardinal, who
places it in the prepared
opening. The record of
the dedication of the
church has been drawn
up in duplicate and a
copy of the record is
placed in the reliquary.
A stone mason who has
worked on all the
masonry of this new
church closes the
opening.

See back inside cover for 
more information.
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PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

O God, sanctifier and ruler of your Church, it is right 
for us to celebrate your name in joyful proclamation; 
for today your faithful people desire to dedicate to you, 
solemnly and for all time, this house of prayer, where 
they worship you devoutly, are instructed by the word, 
and are nourished by the Sacraments. 
 
This house brings to light the mystery of the Church, 
which Christ made holy by the shedding of his blood, 
so that he might present her to himself as a glorious 
Bride, a Virgin resplendent with the integrity of faith, a 
Mother made fruitful by the power of the Spirit. 
 
Holy is the Church, the chosen vine of the Lord, whose 
branches fill the whole world, and whose tendrils, borne 
on the wood of the Cross, reach upward to the Kingdom 
of Heaven. 
 
Blessed is the Church, God’s dwelling-place with 
the human race, a holy temple built of living stones, 
standing upon the foundation of the Apostles with 
Christ Jesus its chief cornerstone. 
 
Exalted is the Church, a City set high on a mountain for 
all to see, resplendent to every eye with the unfading 
light of the Lamb, and resounding with the sweet hymn 
of the Saints. 
 
Therefore, O Lord, we beseech you: graciously pour 
forth from heaven your sanctifying power upon this 
church and upon this altar, to make this for ever a holy 
place with a table always prepared for the Sacrifice of 
Christ. 
 

20

Cardinal: 



Here may the flood of divine grace overwhelm human 
offenses, so that your children, Father, being dead to 
sin, may be reborn to heavenly life. 
 
Here may your faithful, gathered around the table 
of the altar, celebrate the memorial of the Paschal 
Mystery and be refreshed by the banquet 
of Christ’s Word and his Body. 
 
Here may the joyful offering of praise resound, with 
human voices joined to the song of Angels, and 
unceasing prayer rise up to you for the salvation of 
the world. 
 
Here may the poor find mercy, the oppressed attain 
true freedom, and all people be clothed with the 
dignity of your children, until they come exultant to 
the Jerusalem which is above. 
 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen.

The celebration of the
Eucharist is the most
important and the one
necessary rite for the
dedication of a church.

Nevertheless, in
accordance with the
tradition of the Church,
a special prayer of
dedication is also said.
This prayer is a sign of
the intention to dedicate 
the church to the Lord for 
all times and a petition 
for his blessing.
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Cardinal: 

All:



ANOINTING OF THE ALTAR AND THE WALLS OF THE CHURCH  

May the Lord by his power sanctify this altar and this 
house, which by our ministry we anoint, so that as 
visible signs they may express the mystery of Christ 
and the Church.

1. My soul yearns and pines 
 for the courts of the Lord,
 my heart and my flesh cry out;
 Even the sparrow may find a home,
 the swallow a nest for her young;
 Your altars, my king and my God!
2. How happy are they
 who may dwell in your courts,
 how happy when you are their strength; 
 Though they might go through 
 the valley of death,
 they make it a place of springs.
 Your first rain will bring it to life. 
3. O Lord of Hosts, hear my cry,
 and hearken, O God of Jacob;
 One day in your house
 is worth much more to me
 than ten thousand anywhere else;
 The Lord is my sun and my shield!

The altar and walls of
the church are anointed, 
signifying that they are 
given over entirely and 
perpetually to Christian 
worship. Members of 
the Church have been 
anointed with Sacred 
Chrism, so the walls 
symbolize the whole Body 
of Christ who will gather 
within them around 
the altar, the symbol of 
Christ, the Head.

There are four
anointings at specific
places throughout the
church. These are marked 
with a cross and a candle, 
which will be lit every 
year as we celebrate the 
Anniversary of Dedication 
and on solemn occasions.
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Cardinal: 

The Cardinal pours Sacred Chrism on the altar and anoints the middle and 
each of the four corners of the altar. He or his designee then moves through 
the church and anoints the walls in twelve different locations.



INCENSATION OF THE ALTAR AND THE CHURCH

A brazier is placed on the altar for burning incense. The Cardinal puts incense 
into the brazier saying:

Cardinal:   

The Cardinal incenses the altar. Then members of the clergy walk 
through the church incensing the people and the walls. 

Incense is burned on the
altar to signify that
Christ’s sacrifice ascends
to God as an odor of
sweetness and also to
signify that the people’s
prayers rise up pleasing
and acceptable, reaching
the throne of God.

The people of God are
incensed first because
they are the living stones
of the Church, each one a
spiritual altar. The
incensation of the nave
indicates that the
dedication makes it a
house of prayer,
spreading the fragrance
of God wherever the
Gospel of Christ is
proclaimed to others.
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Let our prayer rise, O Lord, like incense in your sight; 
and as this house is filled with a pleasing fragrance, so 
let your Church be fragrant with the aroma of Christ.

(Translation: “This place was made by God, a priceless sacrament; it is 
without reproach.”) 

Choir:   “Locus Iste” by Anton Bruckner



LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR AND THE CHURCH

Cardinal:   

The Deacons go to the altar and light candles for the celebration of the 
Eucharist. Then the festive lighting takes place; all the candles, including 
the places where the anointings were made, are lit as a sign of rejoicing. 
The lights come on for the first time. The altar is dressed with a white cloth 
and flowers are presented to decorate the sanctuary.

The covering of the altar
indicates that it is both
the altar of the 
Eucharistic sacrifice and 
the table of the Lord. 
Around it, priests and 
people celebrate the 
memorial of Christ’s 
death and resurrection 
and partake of his supper. 
The dressing of the altar 
clearly signifies that it is 
the Lord’s table at which 
all God’s people joyously 
meet to be refreshed with 
divine food.

The lighting of the altar
candles, followed by the
lighting of the church,
reminds us that Christ is
“a light to enlighten the
nations.”
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Let the light of Christ shine brightly in the Church, that 
all nations may attain the fullness of truth.



LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

PREPARATION OF THE ALTAR AND GIFTS

The Liturgy of the
Eucharist is in the closest
harmony with the Rite of
the Dedication of a 
Church, for the Eucharistic 
sacrifice achieves the end 
for which the church was
built and the altar erected.
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May the gifts of your joyful Church be acceptable to 
you, 0 Lord, so that your people, gathering in this holy 
house, may come through these mysteries to everlasting 
salvation. Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

The Lord be with you.

And wit h your spirit .

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right and just.

PREFACE DIALOGUE

PREFACE

The Eucharistic Prayer is
the heart of the Liturgy of
the Eucharist. The
Celebrant acts in the
person of Christ as head
of his body, the Church.
He gathers not only the
bread and the wine, but
the substance of our lives
and joins them to Christ’s
perfect sacrifice, offering
them to the Father.
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Cardinal:

All: 

Cardinal: 

All:

Cardinal:

All:

Cardinal:

All:

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS



SANCTUS

[STAND]

The Cardinal prays the Eucharistic Prayer after the consecration of the bread 
and wine into the Body and Blood of Jesus. 

All:   The mystery of faith.

MYSTERY OF FAITH
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The “Sanctus” is the
people’s acclamation of
praise that concludes the
preface of the Eucharistic
Prayer. The faithful unite
with the communion of
saints and join all of
creation in giving praise
and glory to God.

The Celebrant asks God
the Father to send the
Holy Spirit to sanctify the
gifts so that they may be
substantially transformed
into the Body and Blood
of Christ. He extends his
hands over the gifts of
bread and wine in an
ancient gesture, called
epiclesis, signifying the
giving of the Holy Spirit.

The institution narrative,
or words of consecration,
are the words echoing
those of Jesus himself at
the Last Supper.



The Eucharistic Prayer continues until...

Cardinal:   

AMEN

[STAND]

The Final Doxology is
the conclusion of the
Eucharistic Prayer.
Often considered the
highest point of the
Mass, our response -
The Great Amen -
affirms all that has
been said. Especially
at today’s dedication of
our church, and at
every Eucharistic
celebration,may we
respond in gratitude to
Jesus, like angels, eager
to praise God with our
collective Amen.

“We praise the
Almighty Father best by
lives Through,With,
and In the Son who
surrendered Himself
completely on Calvary
and in the unity of his
Spirit who lives in us.”
[Edward Sri]
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Through him, and with him, and in him, O God, almighty 
Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor 
is yours, for ever and ever.
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THE COMMUNION RITE

At the Savior’s command and formed by divine teaching, 
we dare to sing:

Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil as we await 
the blessed hope and the coming of our Savior, Jesus 
Christ.

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 
now and forever.

Lord Jesus Christ who said to your Apostles: Peace I 
leave you, my peace I give you, look not on our sins, but 
on the faith of your Church, and graciously grant her 
peace and unity in accordance with your will. Who lives 
and reigns for ever and ever.

Amen.

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Let us offer each other a sign of peace.

The Communion Rite
follows the Eucharistic
Prayer. The people join
their voices to pray for
the coming of God’s 
kingdom and to ask God
to provide for our needs,
forgive our sins, and bring 
us to the joy of heaven.

The Celebrant prays that
the peace of Christ will fill
our hearts, our families,
our Church, our 
communities, and our
world. As a sign of hope,
the people extend to those 
around them a sign of 
peace.

Cardinal:

Cardinal:

All:

Cardinal:

All:

Cardinal:

Deacon:



THE SIGN OF PEACE

   

The communion of Saints
is the beautiful doctrine
that describes the unity
of the Mystical Body of
Christ and includes the
saints in heaven, the souls 
in purgatory, and the 
faithful on earth.
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Cardinal:

All:

[KNEEL]

Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away 
the sins of the world. Blessed are those called to the 
supper of the Lamb.

Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my 
roof, but only say the word and my soul shall be healed.



COMMUNION PROCESSION
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As we celebrate the
building of our new
Church, we also celebrate
those who contributed
charitable works of time,
talent and treasure.
Therefore, we stand firm
in our belief that God is
here in this dwelling
place.

HOW HE LOVES

1. He is jealous for me loves like a hurricane
 I am a tree bending beneath
 The weight of His wind and mercy
 When all of a sudden I am unaware of
 These afflictions eclipsed by glory
 I realize just how beautiful You are
 And how great Your affections are for me

Pre-Chorus
 Oh how He loves us so
 Oh how He loves us
 How He loves us so (REPEAT)

Chorus
 (Yeah) He loves us
 Oh how He loves us
 Oh how He loves us
 Oh how He loves (REPEAT)

2. We are His portion and He is our prize
 Drawn to redemption by the grace in His eyes
 If grace is an ocean we’re all sinking
 So Heaven meets earth
 Like a sloppy wet (unforeseen) kiss
 And my heart turns violently inside of my chest
 I don’t have time to maintain these regrets
 When I think about the way that
CCLI Song # 5032549 John Mark McMillan © 2005 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG 
Publishing (Integrity Music [DC Cook]))

 



Let us pray.

Through these holy gifts we have received, O Lord, we 
pray, instill in our minds an increase of your truth, so 
that we may constantly adore you in your holy temple 
and glory in your sight with all the saints. Through 
Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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The tabernacle is a 
liturgical furnishing used 
to house the Eucharist 
outside of the Divine 
Liturgy. This provides 
a location where the 
Eucharist can be kept for 
the communion of the sick
and viaticum for the 
dying, and also as a place 
for the contemplation of 
the mystery of Christ’s
presence with us and the 
adoration of the faithful.

The Sanctuary light is lit,
which is a visible 
reminder of the presence 
of Christ in the Blessed 
Sacrament of the Altar 
now reserved in the 
Tabernacle.

All:

After the communion prayer, the Cardinal returns to the altar, genuflects, 
incenses the Blessed Sacrament, receives the humeral veil, and takes the 
ciborium to the tabernacle. After kneeling in silence, the deacon closes the 
door, and the sanctuary lamp is lit.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Cardinal:  
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THE CONCLUDING RITES

During the Concluding
Rites, the Celebrant
blesses the people
assembled. Sometimes,
the blessing is very
simple. On special days,
the blessing may be more
extensive. In every case,
the blessing is always
Trinitarian: “May
almighty God bless you,
the Father, and the Son,
and the Holy Spirit.” After
the blessing, the Deacon
dismisses the people. The
liturgy does not simply
come to an end. Those
assembled are sent forth
to bring the fruits of the
Eucharist to the world.

The Lord be with you.

And with your spirit.

Bow down for the blessing.

May God, the Lord of heaven and earth, who has 
gathered you today for the dedication of this church, 
make you abound in heavenly blessings.

Amen.

May God, who has willed that all his scattered children 
be gathered in his Son, grant that you become his 
temple and the dwelling place of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

May you be made thoroughly clean, so that God may 
dwell within you and you may possess with all the 
Saints the inheritance of eternal happiness.

Amen.

And may the blessing of almighty God, Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit, come down on you and remain with 
you forever.

Amen.

Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by your life.

Thanks be to God.

Cardinal:

All:

Deacon:

Cardinal:

All:

Cardinal:

All:

Cardinal:

All:

Cardinal:

All:

Deacon:

All:

CLOSING REMARKS

Blessing & Dismissal



POSTLUDE
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As we conclude the
dedication of our church
and altar, it is fitting that
we raise our voices in
praise and thanksgiving
to the God who gives life
and breath, and who has
gathered this parish
together under the 
patronage of St. Theresa.

SOLI DEO GLORIA 
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OUR HISTORY

In March 1946, Bishop Christopher E. Byrne of Galveston assigned Fr. Ralph Diefenbach to establish 
a new church in Houston. The enthusiastic Fr. Ralph found a three-acre tract of land at Durham (now 
Durford) and Rodrigo Streets and immediately began to organize his new parishioners. On April 9, 
1946, parishioners met for the first time at St. Thomas High School and, likely because of Fr. Ralph’s 
devotion to St. Theresa of Lisieux, christened the parish with her name. 

On Palm Sunday, April 14, 1946, the parish’s first Mass was held at the auditorium of Memorial 
Elementary School. This rental space would house the parish’s two weekend Masses for over a year, 
while Fr. Diefenbach resided and celebrated daily Mass at St. Thomas.

A vision for the parish’s facilities took shape over the next months. The crown jewel—to use Fr. Ralph’s 
words, the pièce de résistance—was to be the present-day church. In support of the parish’s building 
projects, its 92 registered families gave generously and raised outside funds. The first annual BBQ and 
Bazaar, a wild success, was held in July 1946 on the parish grounds. Less than a year later, the parish 
school held a blessing and groundbreaking ceremony on April 20, 1947. 

The parish’s second year, 1947-48, saw the beginning of classes in St. Theresa Elementary School 
and of worship in the school building, which served as the first temporary church. Three Sisters of 
the Incarnate Word, including Sr. Theresita, the youngest, were tasked with teaching 220 students in 
grades one through eight in just three classrooms. School parents drove the sisters to and from their 
convent on Bissonnet every morning and afternoon until the money for a station wagon was raised 
and Sr. Theresita learned to drive.

Meanwhile, Mass was first offered in the temporary church on November 30, 1947. The next year, 
St. Theresa Elementary School dedicated its beautiful north wing. The school’s open house saw it 
proclaimed “the most modern school in America,” and by September 1948, 385 students were enrolled 
at three dollars per week per family.

The growing parish celebrated its first Mass in a second temporary space, the new school auditorium, 
in April 1950. In this space, the first in the parish to have air conditioning, Fr. Ralph as well as Fr. 
C.J. Alleman, his newly-minted assistant pastor, would preside on weekends for nine years. At the 
beginning of this era, both priests lived with Fr. Ralph’s parents at the corner of Rodrigo and Durham 
Streets.



A temporary rectory went up in the early fifties, as did the white statue of St. Theresa that stands at 
the center of the cross adorning the rose garden. Roses were chosen for the surrounding garden as a 
reminder of St. Theresa’s promise to “let fall a shower of roses—I will spend my heaven doing good 
upon earth.”

In 1957, the rapidly-expanding parish, which now boasted four priests, began to raise the funds 
for a church building that would be used until its closure for renovations in 2017. With a significant 
rearrangement following the Second Vatican Council (1962-65), the church would stand for almost 
sixty years, embodying Fr. Ralph’s vision of a magnificent work of art. A pipe organ and chimes, 
stained glass windows from Germany, and Stations of the Cross from Italy all were fitted into place 
prior to the church’s initial dedication on Christmas Eve 1959. Fr. Ralph, who had experienced a fatal 
crash in his plane in June, did not live to see that day. 

Between 1959 and the present year, 2019, eight pastors have followed Fr. Ralph. Below are highlights 
from each of their respective tenures.

Fr. George V. Rhein, 1959-70, and Fr. John E. McCarthy, 1970-72
1960: Inaugural parish council meets.
1970: Senior Citizens Club organized.
Between 1970-72: Scout House, built by Fr. Ralph in 1953, remodeled and affectionately nicknamed 
the “Black Mac.”

St. Theresa of Lisieux, 
our patron Saint 

Interior of St. Theresa Church in 1950 
(later to become the auditorium/gym)

37



38

Fr. Denis Lynch, 1972-77, and Fr. Edward Randall, 1977-82
Early 1970s: Bride’s room converted to cry room/”St. Denis Chapel.”
1973: Little Flower Thrift Shop opened on Washington Avenue; moved two blocks in 1991.
1977-81: Korean Catholic community meets at St. Theresa for Mass until St. Andrew Kim Catholic 
Church built and dedicated.
Between 1977-82: Anonymous donation secured; bronze mural with sanctuary lamp commissioned 
and installed.

Fr. Rodney Poythress, 1982-87, and Fr. Benjamin Smaistrla, 1987-2000
1999: Groundbreaking and blessing of new community center including cafeteria, offices, meeting 
rooms, and large hall. 

Fr. Stephen Tiemann, 2000-05
Between 2000-05: Perpetual Adoration begins in cry room, rechristened as Adoration Chapel.
Between 2000-05: Cloister Garden of Biblical Plants established between the church and the rectory 
(now the parish office). Memory of stones representing the beads of the rosary is preserved through 
tiles in the new church narthex, dedicated in 2019 and intended for use in communal rosary prayer.

Fr. Philip P. Lloyd, 2006-present
Between 2006-present: Master plan instituted for church and school. Marked growth in school 
enrollment.
2012-13: Capital Campaign Phase I completed. Fr. Diefenbach Fellowship Hall created from then-gym. 
Community center renovated and repurposed as gym.
2015-16: Capital Campaign Phase II begins; associated construction plans completed.

Interior of St. Theresa Church in 1970 
(note the crucifix behind the altar)

Interior of St. Theresa Church 
before renovation



2017: Mass celebrated in gym until August 2019; church closed for renovation and new school building 
construction begun. Blessed Sacrament Chapel moved to an intimate space in Fellowship Hall.
2019: Dedications of new school building and renovated church on August 7 and 14, respectively. 
Construction to begin on new rectory.
 
Each of our nine pastors has given his life, often for a decade or more, in parishioners’ service. The 
2019 dedication of the new school building on August 7 and the renovated church on August 14 witness 
to their sacrifice, that of their fellow clergy, and that of the parish, which still desires, as ever, to 
do good on earth and see God in heaven, to the glory of God and through the intercession of their 
patroness, St. Theresa of Lisieux.

Newly renovated interior of St. 
Theresa Church
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St. Francis of Assisi St. Theresa of lisieux St. Catherine of Siena

St. Clara & St. Desiderius

Why does the Church place relics of saints under the altar?  Tradition holds that during the persecutions early 
Christians worshiped in hiding, often in the catacombs or in distant graveyards.  They used the grave sites of 
martyrs as the altar.  This activity was not considered disrespectful; rather, by using the grave site as the Table 
of the Lord, early Christians venerated those who had sacrificed their lives for Christ.  After the persecutions 
ended, Christians continued to honor saints and martyrs by moving their bones to jars and placing the jars below 
church altars.  The tradition continues by placing saints’ bones in a reliquary under the altar.

Insufficient information on the two martyrs hinders accurate biographies.

St. Theresa of Lisieux, the youngest child of Saints Louis and Zélie Martin was a Carmelite.  She wrote the 
autobiographical spiritual classic, The Story of a Soul.  

St. Catherine of Siena, was a third-order lay Dominican. She chronicled her mystical visions in letters known as 
Dialogue.  She was instrumental in persuading the Pope to return to Rome from Avignon, ending the “Avignon 
Papacy.”  Catherine received the stigmata. 

St. Francis of Assisi, experienced a life-altering vision of Christ, who instructed him to “Rebuild my church.”  
Francis is known for creating the Christmas crèche, and is believed to have been a deacon.  Francis is the first 
recorded person to receive the stigmata.  

At the Mass of Dedication, Cardinal DiNardo will place six 
relics, which once resided in St. Theresa’s original altar, in a 
reliquary under the new altar at St. Theresa Church.  

The relics are:
 † St. Theresa of Lisieux (1873-1897); Doctor of the 
    Church; feast day October 1st.
 † St. Catherine of Siena (1347-1380); Doctor of the 
    Church; feast day April 29th.
 † St. Francis of Assisi (1181-1226); feast day October 
    4th.
 † St. Clara, a 1st, 3rd or 9th Century Martyr
 † St. Desiderius, a 2nd or 7th Century Martyr



We are forever grateful to the parishioners, clergy, parents, and students 
who have been part of our parish and school communities since 1946. 

Without them, this project would not even have been possible.


