
In and About St. Theresa Catholic Church - April 4, 2021

Father Phil has an Easter message regarding the Resurrection of Jesus. On this
feast we are celebrating gentleness, not power, we celebrate forgiveness, not

vindictiveness, and we celebrate love that is stronger than death.

Look no further, because we have wonderful content on our YouTube channel and
find more messages from Fr. Phil on the In Touch playlist.
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Easter Vigil, 7:30 p.m.
Mass

https://sttheresa.cc/holy-saturday

7:30 a.m. Mass 
10:00 a.m. Mass 
5:30 p.m. Mass

No Mass RSVP will be necessary. 
We will have overflow in the Narthex and

Fellowship Hall. 
Please plan accordingly.

https://sttheresa.cc/online-mass
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5:00 p.m. Saturday Vigil Mass 
10:00 a.m. Sunday Mass 
5:30 p.m. Sunday Mass

Jesus told St. Faustina, "Yes, the first Sunday after Easter is the Feast of Mercy, but
there must also be deeds of mercy, which are to arise out of love for Me. You are to

show mercy to our neighbors always and everywhere." 
This year we will be supporting Casa de Esperanza de los Niños with our mercy

donation. A foster home and family support center, Casa needs:
 toothpaste

 soap/body wash
men and women's deodorant

 feminine hygiene products (pads are preferred over tampons)
Let us do as Jesus asked and graciously support those struggling in our community.

For more information, please email Jackie Dumoit at j.dumoit@sttheresa.cc
https://sttheresa.cc 

WE CAN DO GREAT THINGS WHEN WE SERVE GOD TOGETHER
We are glad you are part of our welcoming community and we hope to see you in

person or join us for on our live stream services at 5:00 p.m. Saturday (Vigil Mass),
10:00 a.m., or 5:30 p.m. Sunday at https://www.sttheresa.cc/online-mass. In
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addition to the live stream of our services, watch the Homilies Playlist on our
Youtube channel.

The reconciliation schedule will remain the same during the closure. Sunday
obligation to attend Mass and Holy Days continues to be suspended. In-person
gatherings on parish campuses are allowed only for programs of sacramental

preparation. This permission for in-person catechetical gatherings does not include
adult bible studies, conferences, or special presentations. 

 Previous Week Mass Attendance
March 27th - March 28th

Saturday 5:00 p.m. Mass attendees - 165
Sunday 10:00 a.m. Mass attendees - 323

Sunday 1:00 p.m. Spanish Mass attendees - 74
Sunday 5:30 p.m. Mass attendees - 251

Online views - 301

The church office will be closed until further notice, but our staff is working remotely
to serve you, please see our parish directory at the end of this note. 
If you have any questions, please call 713-869-3783 or email us at

info@sttheresa.cc

Based on the Governor’s new executive order provision that allows establishments 
to require face coverings and until we get further guidance from the Archdiocese, St.

Theresa will maintain existing safety protocols and will continue to require masks
and social distancing as recommended by the CDC.

CARDINAL'S LETTER
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PURCHASE
TICKETS

 THE BEST WAY TO EXPERIENCE
THE SPORT OF KINGS

St. Theresa Catholic Church and School
invite you to join us for an exhilarating
afternoon at the Houston Polo Club on

April 25, 2021.
 

This year the gala auction is an all-
outdoor event. You'll enjoy the

thundering excitement of a polo match,
live music, player parade, best

gentlemen and ladies hat contest, and a
champagne divot stomp at halftime.

St. Theresa Gala and Auction is our
annual premier fundraising event. 

Proceeds from this event support our
church ministries as well as our

parish school.
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ALTAR SERVER TRAINING 
Sunday, April 11th after the 10:00 a.m. Mass. 

Children who've made or will be making their first communion are invited to attend to
learn how to assist the clergy during mass. Please sign up ahead of time so we're

able to accurately prepare supplies. 
Contact Jackie Dumoit with any questions at  j.dumoit@sttheresa.cc 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO BECOME MORE ACTIVE IN THE PARISH LITURGY?
With the church opening up, we're bringing back EMHC (Extraordinary Ministers of
Holy Communion) at each mass. This important ministry is needed to assist the
deacon and priest distribute communion in an organized and reverent manner. 
A training session is being prepared for late April for all new ministers. For more
information, or to sign up, please email Jackie Dumoit at j.dumoit@sttheresa.cc 
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OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE
We need your welcoming presence to help us greeting and ushering our

parishioners once every 3-4 weeks at the mass you regularly attend. For signing up
and training please contact Jackie Dumoit at j.dumoit@sttheresa.cc or 346-335-

1813.

SIGN IN

WHY IS THE CROSS IMPORTANT?
Almost everyone knows Jesus died on a Cross. He was mocked, tortured, and then

executed in one of the most brutal, painful ways possible: crucifixion. 

But why? 
What exactly happened on the Cross, and what did it achieve? Why were the

earliest Christian obsessed with proclaiming the Cross of Jesus? Watch this short
video to find out:
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Reflection Questions:

All of human darkness came out in full force to meet Jesus during his Passion.
How did Jesus respond from the Cross?
Why can’t we just think Jesus was a failed revolutionary, like many before him?
Based on Scripture, the Jews expected the Messiah to destroy their enemies.
How did Jesus fulfill this in an unexpected way?

After watching, please add a comment sharing your thoughts, 

Want more amazing and exclusive content from Word
on Fire? Click the video on the left to access the

extensive Word on Fire Digital Library! We would love
to have you explore all of the content available to you

courtesy of St. Theresa!
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"For I Was Hungry and You Gave Me
Food" (Matthew 25:30)

  
  205 Meals Given so Far!

For every new or recurring online giving
account, St. Theresa will make a gift
equivalent to 5 meals to our social

ministry partners. Help us reach our goal
of 2,500 MEALS. 

Our social ministry partners:
Casa Juan Diego, Christian Community
Service Center (CCSC), and Covenant

House.

SIGN UP TODAY

LOAVES AND FISHES 
St. Theresa will be serving at the Loaves and Fishes Soup Kitchen on the following

dates: 
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Wednesday, April 7, 2021 
Thursday, April 29, 2021 
Thursday, May 6, 2021 

Wednesday, June 12, 2021 
Loaves and Fishes is located on Congress St. by Minute Maid Park. 

We serve from 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
To reserve your spot, please contact Jackie Dumoit at j.dumot@sttheresa.cc.

That our Easter celebration will help us to become more grateful and willing to make
sacrifices to help build God’s kingdom on earth. “Think of what is above, not of what

is on earth.” (Colossians 3:2).
On this day we thank God for His Son, Jesus, who died, rose and opened the gates

of heaven for us. We celebrate and sing “Alleluia.” Let’s try to keep the joy of this
Easter season in our hearts throughout the year! Pray daily and listen for how God is

calling each of us to joyfully use our gifts to fulfill His salvation plan.

Pledged gifts allow St. Theresa Catholic Church an opportunity to budget with an
actual income in mind.

1. Stewardship pledge cards can be placed in one of the collection baskets after
Mass or they can be mailed into our office. 
or 
2. Visit our giving site to set up your stewardship pledge electronically 
https://sttheresa.churchgiving.com or visit StTheresa.cc and click “Stewardship 
Donations” under the “Giving” tab.

Thank you for supporting our mission.
Use your credit card, checking, or savings account today! 

Click the button to get started.
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Online Giving / Mass
Collection

For cash and check contributions please mail your envelope to St. Theresa
Catholic Church at 6622 Haskell St. | Houston TX | 77007

If you are a strategic thinker and natural leader, please prayerfully
consider joining the STCS School Board!

St. Theresa Catholic School is seeking several new school board members to
support our parish school!

The School Board Discernment will be held
Wednesday, April 27th at 6:30 pm in the St. Theresa Fellowship Hall

The current school board members will be present and the process will involve
prayer, discussion, and thoughtful reflection to determine the new school board

members for the 2021-2022 school year.
All are welcome to discern, regardless of how long you have been at St.

Theresa...you must only have a genuine interest in helping our school and our
students succeed! Experience in business, education, marketing, or finance is

greatly appreciated.
If you have any questions, please contact Mrs. Ilski at 346-335-1700.

https://sttheresaschool.cc
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SAVE THE DATE 
When: July 12-16 

From: 9:00 a.m. - Noon 
Cost: $60 per child 

(Fee is reduced to half for volunteers who are able to help all 5 days) 

Registration will begin on Sunday, April 18th.
For more information, please contact Janice Berger at j.berger@sttheresa.cc

Get to know your lectors. This week the following parishioners will be reading at
mass: 

Saturday, April 3, 2021, 5:00 p.m. 
Stuart Greene
Chris Woelfel

Sunday, April 4, 2021, 10:00 a.m. 

mailto:j.berger@sttheresa.cc


Chastity DeVito 
Chris Favre 

Sunday, April 4, 2021, 5:30 p.m.
Allison Conlan
Gilda Mendoza

If you want to participate in this ministry or if you want more information about
lectors, please contact Jackie Dumoit at 346-335-1813 or at

 j.dumoit@sttheresa.cc.

SIGN IN

HEALING FOR THE WEARY SOUL
This past year has left many of us weary. It’s been difficult in so many ways for so
many around the world dealing with the pandemic, violence, political tensions, and

more. During this period of trial, some have experienced for the first time what it
means to struggle for just the basics. Many are frustrated and scared, unsure of

what the future holds.

Individuals and families participating in the Unbound program have lived most of
their lives with this reality, and the pandemic has been an added burden for them.

But though they have been set back, they continue to look forward. It's a lesson we
could all learn.

The second reading for Easter Sunday says, "Brothers and sisters: If then you were
raised with Christ, seek what is above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of

God. Think of what is above, not of what is on earth." (Col 3.1-2)
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We celebrate the resurrection of our Lord in the spring, which is a time of rebirth and
renewal. Plants put on new leaves and a new breath of life seems to permeate the

air. It is as if the whole of creation is crying out, "He is risen!"

This is a time to give thanks for what Christ did for us on the cross. He sacrificed so
that no matter what ugliness may appear on earth, through his blood it is washed
away. The beauty of spring is a pale reminder of what our Father in heaven has

prepared for us. If more of us focus on God's blessing to humanity and think about
what is waiting for us above, perhaps we can find ways to make a greater difference

in the lives of others and bring some measure of healing while still on earth.

Please pray
Oh God in heaven we give thanks for your son, Jesus Christ. Without him, we are
lost. May we honor his sacrifice, and may our voices lifted in prayer bring you joy.
Heal us, oh Lord, that we may better praise you. We ask this in your name. Amen.

This reflection for Easter Sunday was written by Jordan Kimbrell   

RIGHTWAY IMAGING

TAKE THE FIRST STEP IN DETECTING HEALTH CONCERNS BEFORE THEY
BECOME HEALTH PROBLEMS

 Next weekend, April 10th and 11th, Rightway Imaging will give an announcement
(at all masses) and set up a table in the Narthex with information about the following
tests Carotid Artery Screening, Thyroid Screening, Abdominal Aorta Screening, Liver

Screening, Spleen Screening, Right Kidney Screening, Left Kidney Screening,
Gallbladder Screening, EKG/ECG Heart Screening, and Blood Oxygen Level

Screening
Rightaway Imaging is now offering the covid-19 test "free of charge" for individuals

participating in all 10 examinations. 

ARCHDIOCESE OF GALVESTON HOUSTON
OFFICE OF PRO-LIFE ACTIVITIES

The Office of Pro-Life Activities will offer a two-day virtual retreat for parents
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following a miscarriage, stillbirth, or early infant loss on two Saturdays, April 17 and
24. This ‘Pierced by Sorrow, Released into Joy’ retreat is part of Jerome’s Hope

ministry. To register or for more information, contact the Office of Pro-Life Activities
at 713-741-8728 or 713-440-3443. See flyer for more details.

COVERING ROADS MEDICAL ETHICS
CONFERENCE

THE HEART OF HEALTH CARE

The St. John Paul II Foundation, in collaboration with Catholic Healthcare
Professionals of Houston and the University of St. Thomas, invite all health care

professionals to the 6th annual Converging Roads medical ethics conference held in
person and online on 

Saturday, April 17, 2021, from 9:15 a.m. – 6:45 p.m. at the St. John Paul II
Foundation in Houston, TX. 

The conference theme is The Heart of Health Care, and continuing education credits
for healthcare professionals will be offered. 

Topics include: Public Health and Pandemics, End of Life Decision Making,
Accompanying Patients in the Midst of Suffering, and more! 

For more information, please visit convergingroads.com or email
erin@forlifeandfamily.org.

CATHOLIC MOBILIZATION NETWORK

The Catholic Prison Ministry Coalition has its monthly Webinar.
"Prison and Jail Ministry- the Differences"

April 14, 2021, 1:00 pm (ET)
Join Dale Recinella and Fr. Richard Deshaies in a one-hour conversation about the
significant differences in these two ministries. To register click here.

ARROWS RUGBY 2021 

SUPPORT CATHOLIC RUGBY
Join us for a family-friendly Rugby Match and Social this Spring For more
information contact Blake Pellerin at Blake.Pellerin@ArrowsRugby.com

ArrowsRugby.com
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HELPFUL WEBSITES

Alcoholics Anonymous (AA): www.aa.org

American Red Cross: redcross.org

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention: www.cdc.gov

Christian Community Service Center: www.ccschouston.org

Counseling (Grief, Family, etc.): www.catholiccharities.org

Domestic Violence: thebridgeovertroubledwaters.org

Families of Addicts: al-anon.org/

Houston Police: If you have a life-threatening emergency, call 911. Non Emergencies:
www.houstonpolice.org

Narcotics Anonymous (NA): www.na.org 

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline Center: suicidepreventionlifeline.org/chat

Overeaters Anonymous (OA): www.oahouston.org

Sex Addicts Anonymous (SAA): saa-recovery.org 

Texas Department of Family and Protective Services www.txabusehotline.org 

United Way of Greater Houston: www.unitedwayhouston.org

PARISH AND SCHOOL DIRECTORY

6622 Haskell St., Houston, TX 77007 Phone: 713-869-3783 Fax: 713-869-3784 
Pastor

Fr. Phil Lloyd 
britishbulldog@sttheresa.cc 

Deacons
Deacon Dwight Coles, 

deacondwight@sttheresa.cc

Deacon Larry Vaclavik, 
deaconlarry@sttheresa.cc

Receptionist/Clerical Assistant, Parish 
Deandra Mackey

d.mackey@sttheresa.cc 
Mary Ann Virgilio

maryann.virgilio@sttheresa.cc 

Parish Manager 
Enrique Benitez

e.benitez@sttheresa.cc 

Community Engagement 
Larry Payne

ljpayne06@aol.com

Volunteer Coordinator
Jackie Dumoit

j.dumoit@sttheresa.cc

Director of Technology
Zach Wilson

zach.wilson@sttheresa.cc

Communications
Veronica Benitez

v.benitez@sttheresa.cc
Chris Jones

c.jones@sttheresa.cc
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Capital Campaign
 Johanna Bransford

 j.bransford@sttheresa.cc 

Development Director
 Cynthia Garza

cynthia.garza@sttheresa.cc 

Accounting
 Jeanette B. Deciderio

j.deciderio@sttheresa.cc 
Tedd Archabal 

t.archabal@sttheresa.cc 
Melissa Swanson 

m.swanson@sttheresa.cc

Pastoral Associate Matrimony/Annulment
App./Funerals

Patrick Miral
p.miral@sttheresa.cc 

Faith Formation 
Janice Berger

j.berger@sttheresa.cc

10:00 a.m. Mass Choir Director/Organist/Media
Ministry Coordinator

Stephen Schad 
s.schad@sttheresa.cc

Director of Maintenance
Andras Bandi 

andras.bandi@sttheresa.cc 

Sacramental Records
Mary Bloom

m.bloom@sttheresa.cc 

St. Theresa School 
www.facebook.com/StTheresaCatholicSchool 

Principal
Melissa Ilski

melissa.ilski@sttheresa.cc 
Director of Admissions

Kelly McCarty
k.mccarty@sttheresa.cc 

School Accounting
 Chris Barker

chris.barker@sttheresa.cc
 Flor Portillo

flor.portillo@sttheresa.cc
School Administrative Assistant

 Rhonda Lastovica
r.lastovica@sttheresa.cc 

Early Childhood Center 
facebook.com/steccmemorialpark

Director
Melanie Leadingham 

melanie.leadingham@sttheresa.cc
Director of Admissions 

Kelly McCarty
k.mccarty@sttheresa.cc
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If you like to advertise your business with us please contact Veronica Benitez
at v.benitez@sttheresa.cc. 
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