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St. Theresa Catholic Church-Memorial Park (Houston)

NURTURING GOD’S LOVE
Father Phil explains the Love of God, tenderness, and plan for those who love Him,
guiding them to eliminate negativity and embrace the eternal love He has bestowed
upon us.

Seek solace and spiritual nourishment through the In Touch playlist, where you will
find heartfelt messages from Fr. Phil. Alternatively, visit our YouTube Channel to
delve into the rich collection of reflections, sermons, and teachings. Experience the
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transformative power of the words of Father Phil as you connect with the vibrant
community of St. Theresa in Memorial Park.

 

A PLACE OF WORSHIP AND BELONGING
Discover a place where worship and belonging come together at St. Theresa. We
invite you to experience the warmth and love of our community as we praise the
Lord and celebrate the beauty of the Catholic faith. Join us at 7:00 a.m. Monday -
Friday, 6:30 p.m. on Thursdays, 5:00 p.m. on Saturdays, 10:00 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.
on Sundays, with a Spanish Mass on the last Sunday of the month at 1:00 p.m. Let
us embark on the spiritual journey together and find solace in the arms of our faith-
filled family.

MASS LIVE STREAM AND ON-DEMAND
Are you sick or homebound? Watch our Live Streamed Weekend Masses at
https://www.sttheresa.cc/online-mass or on our YouTube channel. In addition to
the live stream of our services, watch the Homilies Playlist.

RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION)
Restore yourself to grace on Saturdays from 10:00 a.m. to 10:45 a.m., Thursdays
from 5:30 p.m. to 6:15 p.m., and by appointment, please call Fr. Phil at 346-335-
1803. 
Confessions are canceled this Saturday, July 29th. Please plan accordingly. 

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT WITH EXPOSITION
Thursdays from 7:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. in the main Sanctuary.

LET US KNOW HOW WE CAN HELP YOU
The church office hours are Monday - Thursday from 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. and
Fridays from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. If you have any questions, please call 713-869-
3783 or email us at info@sttheresa.cc  
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SACRIFICE
In Part 1 of Episode 2, Season 1, the biscuits are hot, and the hospitality is just as
warm in Margaret Tusa's Timbergrove home. This interview with our parishioner
gives a window into the life of a woman who has done it all: nun, school principal,
wife, (step)mother, and even semi-professional seamstress. Why has she done all of
these things? Simple. She has found the grit to continue and the love that makes it
happen in Christ and our community. 

Renewed Podcast is available on:
Anchor: https://anchor.fm/sttheresacatholicchurch
Spotify: https://open.spotify.com/show/2RxeS70XjwqIjKHsyEHIEX
Apple Podcast: https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/renewed/id1576557779  

 

FLANNERY O'CONNOR: HOW DID FLANNERY'S FAITH DRIVE HER FICTION?
Flannery O’Connor was raised in an observant Irish Catholic family and schooled by
the Sisters of Mercy.
 
At age fifteen, she was devastated by the loss of her father from lupus and moved
into an interior world of fantasy and imagination. Later in college, she found her
writing talent and pursued it resolutely in various writers’ workshops and
communities.

At age twenty-five, she contracted lupus but kept writing, all the while relying on and
channeling her deep faith.
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Trace the short life of this gifted Catholic writer in this video:

At a dinner party, the hostess said she had great admiration for the Eucharist
as a symbol, and O’Connor replied, “Well, if it is a symbol, to hell with it.” How
did her strong response show her faith?
O’Connor once said that she writes the way she does, not despite her
Catholicism, but because of it. How does your Catholic identity direct your
work? Think of some examples of what you have done differently in your work
due to your faith.
When O’Connor was away at college, she found solace by attending Mass.
She said, “As soon as I walked in the door, I was home.”  What are your
feelings when you attend Mass? Do you feel at home there? Why or why not?

If you want to access all of Word on Fire’s videos:
1. Click on the video, and a Flocknote window is going to open with the newsletter.
2. Click the orange button under the video that says “Check them out.”
3. A Word on Fire window is going to open. Scroll down to select a video that you
like to watch.

 

PARISH LIFE COORDINATOR
We seek a highly organized, dedicated, and detail-oriented individual to join our
team. The Parish Life coordinator will be vital in planning, coordinating, and ensuring
the smooth execution of unique activities, special ceremonies, and events. This
individual will also be responsible for recruiting, training, and managing ministers for
our organization. This position involves supporting the clergy, staff, and ministry
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leaders. The ideal candidate will have strong project management and
organizational skills, excellent communication and interpersonal skills, the ability to
motivate and engage volunteers, and a passion for creating extraordinary events.

For job requirements, specific responsibilities, and more information, please visit: 
https://sttheresa.cc/employment

 

FTCM REGISTRATION FOR FALL 2023 IS NOW OPEN
Join the Formation Toward Christian Ministry (FTCM) and strengthen your
commitment to Jesus. Experience authentic Catholic teachings led by qualified
instructors with Master or Doctoral degrees in theology. FTCM is a core program by
the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston. 

Are you ready to take the next step in your faith journey? Fall 2023 Registration is
now open! Register on Capernaum. Don't miss this opportunity to deepen your
spiritual growth and embrace your calling to serve. Visit www.archgh.org/oec/ftcm/
registrationguide for a comprehensive step-by-step guide on how to register and
become part of this transformative experience.

For more information, please contact Tommy Cordova at t.cordova@sttheresa.cc 

 

THE YOUNG CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY NEEDS YOU
Are you a young adult looking for a deeper and fuller reality in life? Join St. Theresa
Young Adults Group. This ministry provides a broader perspective on reality.

July 2023 Events

CCSC Back to School Event, service day at Faith Lutheran Church on July
29th, 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Join GroupMe at bit.ly/STYAGroupMe for more event details, or email Dena
Yanowski or Allison Conlan at Young-adults@sttheresa.cc

For further details, kindly refer to https://sttheresa.cc/young-adults-group  
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SUPPORTING OUR LOVED ONES
This group meeting falls on the first and third Friday of every month; the next
meetings are on Fridays, August 4th and August 18th, at 6:00 p.m. in the Blue
Room. The purpose of this group goes beyond a typical Alzheimer’s Association
support group discussion. Our focus will be the dimension of support and care for
our loved ones, preserving their dignity within their mental and spiritual
consciousness.
If you are a caregiver interested in participating, please get in touch with the Church
office at 713-869-3783 or our support group leader, Linden Price, at 281-217-0549
or LHP346@gmail.com.

To find out more about this ministry, please visit https://sttheresa.cc/
caregiverministry

 

THE DEATH OF A FAMILY MEMBER OR FRIEND IS NEVER EASY
Grieving is the process of letting go but never forgetting our loved ones.
Bereavement Group Meetings will occur on the First Friday of every month, from
8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. in the Church Office. The next meeting will take place on
Friday, August 4th. Reservations are not necessary, and walk-ins are always
welcome. For further information, contact Bertha Brophy at
brophyb@comcast.net or 713-682-5544.

Please visit this ministry webpage at https://sttheresa.cc/bereavement-group  
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GIVING AND RECEIVING CATHOLIC HOSPITALITY
Share and listen to stories from people whose lives were changed or are still being
changed through giving and receiving Sunday hospitality. Donuts and coffee will be
served, hosted by the Knights of Columbus on Sundays, August 6th and August
13th, after 10:00 a.m. Mass in the Fellowship Hall. Do you like this ministry?
Contact Claudia Blanco at c.blanco@sttheresa.cc to learn more or to volunteer.

To take part in this ministry or for further details, kindly visit https://sttheresa.cc/
hospitality.

 

ARE YOU A SENIOR LOOKING FOR SOCIAL ENGAGEMENT OPPORTUNITIES?
St. Theresa Senior Luncheon offers interaction with others, meaningful time,
involvement in the community, and mental health. Connect with others and meet
new friends at this monthly senior luncheon on Tuesday, August 8th, at noon in
the Fellowship Hall. Join us for a potluck Hawaiian luncheon, and if you want,
please bring a side dish. There will also be a Hawaiian outfit contest, so prepare
your best outfit. All seniors are invited. For more information, please send an email
to Claudia Blanco at c.blanco@sttheresa.cc

 

TREAT YOURSELF WHILE SUPPORTING A GREAT CAUSE!
Join the Knights of Columbus Council #12866 for our Tamale Sale on August 13th,
right after the 10:00 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. Mass in the Fellowship Hall.
You can take home delicious tamales for just $15 per dozen, perfect for sharing with
family and friends. The proceeds from this event will go directly to the St. Theresa
Catholic School Annual Fund.

Thank you in advance for your generosity, and we look forward to serving you! Got
any questions or need more info? Please reach out to Chance at
council12866@gmail.com.

To find out more about the Knights of Columbus or to be part of this ministry, please
go to https://sttheresa.cc/knights-of-columbus   
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SUPPORT OUR PARISH MISSION
In the Gospel of Luke, he says, “Who is my neighbor?” As a faith community, we
continue to walk in solidarity with our brothers and sisters in need. From the
foundation of our parish, a priority has been placed on answering Jesus’ call to “love
our neighbor.” Thank you for responding faithfully and generously to our neighbors in
need. St. Theresa Parish is a special place because of the people who care, the
people who give, and the people who share in life and worship.

SUPPORT AND GIVE AN
ONLINE GIFT TO THE
PARISH THIS SUMMER! 
Consider making online
donations while you are
traveling this Summer,
with a prayerful mindset.
Click the button to give
online.  

Online
Giving/Mass
Collection

UPDATE ON THE RESTORATION OF OUR BELOVED CHURCH BELL TOWER
We are very excited to share with all of you that the bell tower repairs should be
completed during July. The remodeling of the Church, construction of the narthex,
and the building of a two-story school building began in 2017, and now in 2023, we
will remove the last temporary walls.

After the entire project, we currently owe $961,715 on a loan to the Archdiocese. We
have outstanding pledges of approximately $650,000. These pledges will be paid
over the next two years. In addition, we continue to apply any other funds that we
can to reduce this outstanding debt.
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St. Theresa is committed to you, our parishioners. The people we touch, from the
children attending the early childhood center and the school to all the different
people we serve through our parish ministries, have had positive
experiences in these remodeled or new facilities.

The regentrification of our facilities has allowed us to draw in additional vibrant
members because of the contributions you have made over the years. We are
thankful to you for your support as we continue to work to increase in numbers so
that we can assist others to learn, to pray, to study the bible, and to at all times reach
others that are in need.

For your convenience, you can donate on our website under Online Giving and
select Capital Campaign or click here:

Rebuilding Our Church Tower
Online Giving

 

READING THE WORD OF GOD
Lectors proclaim the Word of God at Mass. This ministry is essential because it
brings alive the scriptures in the hearts of the faithful. St. Theresa Catholic Church is
actively recruiting lectors. If you feel called to proclaim the word through the lector
ministry, please email liturgicalministries@sttheresa.cc

This week the following parishioners will be reading at mass:
Saturday, July 29th, 2023, 5:00 p.m.
Richard McCarty (1)
Keith Kaposta (2)

Sunday, July 30th, 2023, 10:00 a.m.
Sarah-Margaret Doran (1)
Scott Fuller (2)

Sunday, July 30th, 2023, 5:30 p.m.
Elizabeth Bixby (1)
Ann Bixby (2)
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WEEK OF JULY 29TH - AUGUST 4TH

Saturday, July 29th
5:00 p.m.
† Jack Chapman Minter
† Raul Caffesse
† Alyce and Guy Clarkson
† Lawrence Vallera
† Peter Fong

Sunday, July 30th
10:00 a.m.
Pro-Populo (Parishioners)
1:30 p.m. 
† Martha Rosales
5:30 p.m. 
† Janet C. Lodge
† Alyce and Guy Clarkson
† Mary Ann and Joseph Kokes
Elizabeth Dowdle (L)

Monday, July 31st
7:00 a.m. 
† Gertrude Laetsch

Tuesday, August 1st
10:00 a.m. 
† Vidaurre and Rojas Family
† Lawrence Vallera

Wednesday, August 2nd
7:00 a.m. 
† Julia Slade
John McGraw (L)

Thursday, August 3rd
7:00 a.m. 
Communion Service
6:30 p.m. 
† Theresa Grasso Munisteri
† Dewey L. Coles, Jr.

Friday, August 4th
7:00 a.m. 
Peace for Anne
Elizabeth Dowdle (L)

If you like to request a mass intention please go to https://secure.qgiv.com/for/
sthe/event/781517 

 

BRING BLOSSOMS OF GRACE, PRAYER, AND VIRTUE TO THE ALTAR 
The flowers on the altar are in loving memory of David Martin.

St. Theresa’s Altar flowers depend upon donors who sponsor the flowers. Please
consider sponsoring an arrangement with a donation of $75 in memory of a loved
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one, a celebration of an anniversary, a First Holy Communion or Confirmation, a
birthday, or any special event.

Please get in touch with Mary-Ann Virgilio at 352-212-2961 or
maryann.virgilio@sttheresa.cc to place your request two weeks in advance.

 

WE ARE CALLING ALL MEN SEEKING STRENGTH AND RENEWAL
Join the Alcoholic Anonymous Men’s Group every Wednesday at 8:15 p.m. in the
Blue Room at St. Theresa Catholic Church, Memorial Park. Addiction can be an
isolating struggle, but we can overcome it together. Don’t let alcohol control your life
any longer; find understanding, camaraderie, and support as we navigate the path to
recovery. Take the courageous step towards a healthier, happier future – be there on
Wednesdays and embrace the transformative power of community. 

Visit our webpage at https://sttheresa.cc/mens-aa.

 

EXPERIENCE THE CELEBRATION OF FAITH
Join the Altar Server Ministry; as altar servers, your child will play a vital role in
assisting priests and deacons during Mass, making a meaningful impact on our Faith
community. Engage in the beauty of our Catholic sacred rituals and deepen your
connection to the Faith. Do not miss this chance to foster a spirit of service and
reverence while actively participating in the liturgy. 

For more information, please contact Tommy Cordova at t.cordova@sttheresa.cc

To find out more about the Altar Servers or to be part of this ministry, please
https://sttheresa.cc/altar-servers

 

HELP FEED OUR HUNGRY NEIGHBORS
Casa Juan Diego is taking donations of sandwiches and packed lunches on
Tuesdays. If you want to participate in this ministry, please bring individually
wrapped sandwiches (meat and cheese) to the parish office by Tuesday morning
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before 9:00 a.m. You can even drop them off Monday afternoon until 6:00 p.m. For
questions, please send an email to Claudia Blanco at c.blanco@sttheresa.cc.

To be part of this ministry or for more details, please visit https://sttheresa.cc/casa-
juan-diego 

EMBRACE THE SPIRIT OF UNITY
Come and join us for the monthly Spanish Mass on the last Sunday of every month.
The next Service is on Sunday, July 30th, at 1:00 p.m. All Are Welcome!

To learn more about our Hispanic Ministry, kindly visit https://sttheresa.cc/
ministeriohispano 

GIVING BEYOND ST. THERESA 

GIVING AS A CATHOLIC BEYOND ST. THERESA
The following link contains some agencies worthy of support should you be looking
beyond the parish itself to share some of your financial blessings.
https://sttheresa.cc/giving-beyond

ST. THERESE OF THE CHILD JESUS SECULAR DISCALCED CARMELITES

CELEBRATE THE JUBILEE YEAR OF ST. THERESE, “THE LITTLE FLOWER"
Join the Secular Discalced Carmelites in this silent retreat. Let the Lord Jesus, in this
grace-filled Jubilee Year, invite you to spend quiet time immersed in His love and
mercy with the help of His Little Flower, St. Theresa of Child Jesus, and the Holy
Face. This retreat will be during the weekend of September 15 to September 17,
2023, at the Mt. Carmel House of Prayer, 9600 Deer Trail Dr., Houston, TX 77038

We welcome both men and women. Check-in will begin on Friday, September 15th,
at 5:00 p.m. Silence begins at 7:00 p.m. after sharing a light meal. Silence will end
after Mass on Sunday, September 17th, to share during lunch conversation and
fellowship before departing around 1:00 p.m.

For more information, please contact Virginia Fraguio, at
fraguiovirginia@gmail.com. For online registration, please click here.
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DOMINICAN RECRUITMENT

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE A DOMINICAN?
Interested in joining a diverse group of people who hold the pillars of prayer,
community, study, and preaching (sometimes using words) in common? The
Dominican Family might be for you. We are laymen and women who walk side by
side with the Dominican Sisters of Houston. The Sisters have served the Church of
Galveston/Houston for 140 years, primarily through the ministries of education (St.
Pius X and St. Agnes Academy) and social justice.

The Dominican Family carries on the Dominican tradition of preaching the Good
News through our work, art, with our families, and in our own lives and or Houston
community. You do not have to be Catholic; all Christians are welcome. Want to
learn more? You can visit our website, www.dfhouston.org, or call Sr. Carol Mayes
at 832-628-0280 for more information.

 

CCSC BACK TO SCHOOL PROGRAM

SPONSOR A STUDENT
Donors are invited to support Back To School in whatever amount they find
comfortable. A contribution of $75 provides a $50 gift card for new clothing/shoes, a
backpack, and a grade-level school supply package. Give online at our secure
website link Christian Community Service Center - Acceptiva or mail a personal
check to CCSC, P.O. Box 27924, Houston, TX 77227. Please make checks payable
to CCSC with “Back To School” written in the notes section.

 

HELPFUL WEBSITES 

Alcoholics Anonymous (AA): www.aa.org

American Red Cross: redcross.org

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention: www.cdc.gov

Christian Community Service Center: www.ccschouston.org

Counseling (Grief, Family, etc.): www.catholiccharities.org

Domestic Violence: tbotw.org

Families of Addicts: al-anon.org

Houston Police: If you have a life-threatening emergency, call 911. Non Emergencies:
www.houstontx.gov/police

Narcotics Anonymous (NA): na.org

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline Center: 988lifeline.org

Overeaters Anonymous (OA): oahouston.org

Sex Addicts Anonymous (SAA): saa-recovery.org
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Texas Department of Family and Protective Services www.txabusehotline.org 
United Way of Greater Houston: www.unitedwayhouston.org

PARISH AND SCHOOL DIRECTORY 

Pastor
Fr. Phil Lloyd
britishbulldog@sttheresa.cc
Website
StTheresa.cc
Email
info@sttheresa.cc

Address
6622 Haskell St., Houston, TX 77007
Phone
713-869-3783
Fax
713-869-3784

Deacons
Deacon Dwight Coles,
deacondwight@sttheresa.cc
Deacon Larry Vaclavik, 
deaconlarry@sttheresa.cc
Deacon Juan de Dios Perez
juandedios0308@yahoo.com

Receptionist/Clerical Assistant, Parish 
Deandra Mackey
d.mackey@sttheresa.cc
Mary Ann Virgilio
maryann.virgilio@sttheresa.cc

Parish Manager 
Enrique Benitez
e.benitez@sttheresa.cc

Capital Campaign
Johanna Bransford
j.bransford@sttheresa.cc

Development Director
Cynthia Garza
cynthia.garza@sttheresa.cc

Accounting
Jeanette B. Deciderio
j.deciderio@sttheresa.cc
Melissa Swanson
m.swanson@sttheresa.cc
Gaye Hablinski
g.hablinski@sttheresa.cc

Director of Faith Formation
Tommy Cordova
t.cordova@sttheresa.cc

Baptisms Coordinator
Kendall Solé

Parishioner Involvement
Claudia Blanco
c.blanco@sttheresa.cc

Community Engagement 
Larry Payne
ljpayne06@aol.com

Sacramental Records
Mary Bloom
m.bloom@sttheresa.cc

10:00 a.m. Mass Choir Director/Organist/Media
Ministry Coordinator
Stephen Schad
s.schad@sttheresa.cc

Director of Technology
Zach Wilson
zach.wilson@sttheresa.cc

Director of Maintenance
Andras Bandi
andras.bandi@sttheresa.cc 

St. Theresa School 
www.facebook.com/StTheresaCatholicSchool
Principal
Sarah Fox
sarah.fox@sttheresa.cc
Director of Admissions
Kelly McCarty
k.mccarty@sttheresa.cc
School Accounting
Grant Goodland
grant.goodland@sttheresa.cc
Flor Portillo
flor.portillo@sttheresa.cc
School Administrative Assistant
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k.sole@sttheresa.cc

Pastoral Associate Matrimony/Annulment
App./Funerals
Patrick Miral
p.miral@sttheresa.cc

Communications
Veronica Benitez
v.benitez@sttheresa.cc
Chris Jones
c.jones@sttheresa.cc

Rhonda Lastovica
r.lastovica@sttheresa.cc

Early Childhood Center 
facebook.com/steccmemorialpark
Director
Rae James
rae.james@sttheresa.cc
Director of Admissions 
Kelly McCarty
k.mccarty@sttheresa.cc

ST THERESA CATHOLIC CHURCH SOCIAL MEDIA 

Website
sttheresa.cc

Facebook
facebook.com/StTheresaMemorialPark

Instagram
instagram.com/stcchouston

Twitter
twitter.com/STCCHouston

YouTube
youtube.com/c/StTheresaCatholicChurch 

Pinterest
pinterest.com/sttheresahouston

Parish Soft (Parish Registration)
galveston.parishsoftfamilysuite.com

PODCAST RENEWED WITH DEACON LARRY
Anchor
anchor.fm/sttheresacatholicchurch

Spotify
open.spotify.com/show/2RxeS70XjwqIjKHsyEHIEX

Apple Podcasts
podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/
renewed/id1576557779
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