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St. Theresa Catholic Church-Memorial Park (Houston)

HEALING IN THE FACE OF ADVERSITY
Father Phil talks about in Matthew’s gospel, a woman’s persistence and faith shine
through as she engages in a remarkable dialogue with Jesus, seeking healing for
her daughter despite encountering apparent resistance. The encounter underscores
the power of faith, love, and recognizing one’s strengths in facing challenges.

Seeking inspiration? Look no further than Fr. Phil’s enlightening messages on the
In Touch playlist. His words will resonate with you whether you’re facing challenges
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or simply seeking spiritual growth. Head over to St. Theresa’s YouTube Channel to
discover a wealth of content that will uplift your spirit and nourish your soul.

 

EMBRACE WORSHIP AND FELLOWSHIP AT ST. THERESA
Join our St. Theresa Catholic Church community for Mass and fellowship at 7:00
a.m. Monday - Friday, 6:30 p.m. on Thursdays, 5:00 p.m. on Saturdays, 10:00 a.m.
and 5:30 p.m. on Sundays, with a Spanish Mass on the last Sunday of the month at
1:00 p.m. Discover a place where faith flourishes and community embraces all.

MASS LIVE STREAM AND ON-DEMAND
Are you sick or homebound? Watch our Live Streamed Weekend Masses at
https://www.sttheresa.cc/online-mass or on our YouTube channel. In addition to
the live stream of our services, watch the Homilies Playlist.

RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION)
Restore yourself to grace on Saturdays from 10:00 a.m. to 10:45 a.m., Thursdays
from 5:30 p.m. to 6:15 p.m., and by appointment, please call Fr. Phil at 346-335-
1803. 

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT WITH EXPOSITION
Thursdays from 7:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. in the main Sanctuary.

LET US KNOW HOW WE CAN HELP YOU
The parish office hours are Monday - Thursday from 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. and
Fridays from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. If you have any questions, please call 713-869-
3783 or email us at info@sttheresa.cc  
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FAITH
A lot is happening at St. Theresa Catholic Church in Memorial Park. There have
been a lot of physical changes and involvement opportunities for the past five years.
Chris Favre talks about all the changes he has witnessed as a parishioner and the
five-year plan to welcome and engage St. Theresa’s parishioners and newcomers.

Renewed Podcast is available on:
Anchor: https://anchor.fm/sttheresacatholicchurch
Spotify: https://open.spotify.com/show/2RxeS70XjwqIjKHsyEHIEX
Apple Podcast: https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/renewed/id1576557779 

FLANNERY O'CONNOR: A GOOD MAN IS HARD TO FIND
This is the story that is generally regarded as Flannery O’Connor’s masterpiece.

Moody, suspenseful, darkly comic, violent, and brimming with spiritual wisdom, “A
Good Man Is Hard to Find” is a brilliant showcase of O’Connor’s distinctive artistry.

Watch a grandmother and a serial killer face off in this short video:
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How does grace appear in the story “A Good Man Is Hard to Find”?
Who is the recipient of this grace, and does he/she accept it? 
Just like the Misfit, our culture holds self-sufficiency as a cherished ideal. What
does Christian teaching say about self-sufficiency? How do you balance the
cultural value of self-sufficiency with Christian teaching?

If you want to access all of Word on Fire’s videos:
1. Click on the video, and a Flocknote window will open with the newsletter.
2. Click the orange button under the video that says “Check them out.”
3. A Word on Fire window is going to open. Scroll down to select a video that you
like to watch.

 

PARISH LIFE COORDINATOR
We seek a highly organized, dedicated, and detail-oriented individual to join our
team. The Parish Life coordinator will be vital in planning, coordinating, and ensuring
the smooth execution of unique activities, special ceremonies, and events. This
individual will also be responsible for recruiting, training, and managing ministers for
our organization. This position involves supporting the clergy, staff, and ministry
leaders. The ideal candidate will have strong project management and
organizational skills, excellent communication and interpersonal skills, the ability to
motivate and engage volunteers, and a passion for creating extraordinary events.

For job requirements, specific responsibilities, and more information, please visit: 
https://sttheresa.cc/employment
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REGISTRATION FOR K-HIGH SCHOOL IS OPEN! 

Registration for Faith Formation and Sacrament Preparation is officially open. This is
a wonderful opportunity to nurture your child’s faith journey. Explore our engaging
programs and prepare your young ones for the sacraments with us.
Secure your child’s spot today and embark on a meaningful spiritual growth
adventure. To learn more, reach out to Tommy Cordova at 346-335-1816 or
t.cordova@sttheresa.cc 

Register Here

 

FTCM REGISTRATION FOR FALL 2023 IS NOW OPEN
Join the Formation Toward Christian Ministry (FTCM) and strengthen your
commitment to Jesus. Experience authentic Catholic teachings led by qualified
instructors with Master's or Doctoral degrees in theology. FTCM is a core program
by the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston, required for catechist, catechetical leader,
and youth ministry leader formation. Fall 2023 registration is open now. 
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Catholic Beliefs, on Mondays, August 28th, September 11th, 18th, 25th,
and October 2nd, in the Fellowship Hall.
Christology, on Mondays, October 9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th, and November
6th in the Fellowship Hall.
Sacraments, on Mondays, November 13th, 20th, 27th, December 4th, and
11th in the Fellowship Hall.

Are you ready to take the next step in your faith journey? Take the opportunity to
deepen your spiritual growth and embrace your calling to serve. Visit
www.archgh.org/oec/ftcm/registrationguide for a comprehensive step-by-step
guide on how to register and become part of this transformative experience. 

For more information, please contact Tommy Cordova at t.cordova@sttheresa.cc

 

FEEL THE RHYTHM AND EMBRACE THE JOY OF DANCE
Join us for a free tango class that promises to captivate your soul. You will
experience a unique connection with your partner and enjoy being part of a
community. No experience is needed; all are welcome to share in the joy of dance
on Tuesday, August 29th, at 7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 

For any questions, please contact Claudia Blanco at c.blanco@sttheresa.cc. 

RSVP Here

 

JOIN US IN MAKING A DIFFERENCE
We will host a food drive with the help of our Knights of Columbus for CCSC and
Casa Juan Diego from September 3rd to September 17th. Let’s come together as
a community to collect the most needed items and positively impact the lives of
those in need. Let’s fill our pantry shelves and hearts with compassion.

The items they need most are tuna or canned chicken, tomato sauce, canned
vegetables (any type), instant coffee, peanut butter, baby formula, boxed cereal,
canned meat, canned fruit, can openers, and feminine pads.
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These items can be conveniently delivered directly to the parish office. Donations
from other brands are also accepted. Thank you for your generosity!  

Amazon Wish List

Any items purchased in-store can be dropped off directly at the parish office during
office hours until Sunday, September 17th, or bring your donations to any of the
Masses. If you have any questions about this food drive, please get in touch with
Claudia Blanco for more information at c.blanco@sttheresa.cc. 

 

A BETTER FUTURE IS IN OUR HANDS
St. Theresa is hosting a movie screening of “The Letter - A Message For Our Earth”
on Tuesday, September 26th at 6:30 p.m., in the Fellowship Hall, as part of the
global movement for the Season of Creation, an annual month-long season when
Christian communities pray and act to protect creation.
 
“The Letter,” tells the story of a journey to Rome of frontline leaders to discuss the
encyclical letter Laudato Si’ with Pope Francis. The exclusive dialogue with the Pope
included in the film offers a revealing insight into the personal history of Pope
Francis and stories never seen since he became the Bishop of Rome. For more
information and to see the trailer, please visit https://www.theletterfilm.org 

 

INVITATION FROM CARDINAL DANIEL DINARDO
Join us in honoring the gift of our planet at a special Mass for the care of creation on
Tuesday, October 3rd, at 6:30 p.m. This meaningful event, sponsored by the
Archdiocesan Secretariat for Social Concerns, is an opportunity to unite in gratitude
and commitment to safeguarding our shared home. This annual month-long season
is when Christian communities pray and act to protect creation. See attached flyer.  
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SUPPORT OUR PARISH MISSION
In the Gospel of Luke, he says, “Who is my neighbor?” As a faith community, we
continue to walk in solidarity with our brothers and sisters in need. Thank you for
responding faithfully and generously to our neighbors in need. St. Theresa Parish is
a special place because of the people who care, the people who give, and the
people who share in life and worship.

Support our Church today using your debit or credit card, checking, or savings
account. Click the button to get started.

Online Giving/Mass
Collection

 

PARISH FINANCIAL INFORMATION 

We are very thankful for your continuous support and to those who generously
increased their giving or added an additional gift. Please consider making a pledge
or creating a recurring online giving account to help us continue fulfilling our mission.
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CELEBRATING OUR REVITALIZED CHURCH
The final part of a renovation project that began in 2017 has been completed. We
are very excited to look forward to removing construction fencing with the unveiling
of the repaired front of the Church and the bell tower. We hope to have the fencing
removed in August and are cleaning the area in anticipation of this opening.

After the entire project, we currently owe $916,848 on loan to the Archdiocese. We
have outstanding pledges of approximately $650,000. These pledges will be paid
over the next two years. In addition, we continue to apply any other funds received
to reduce this outstanding debt.

St. Theresa is committed to you, our parishioners. The people we touch, from the
children attending the early childhood center and the school to all the different
people we serve through our parish ministries, have had positive experiences in
these remodeled or new facilities.

The regentrification of our facilities has allowed us to draw in additional vibrant
members because of the contributions you have made over the years. We are
thankful to you for your support as we continue to work to increase in numbers so
that we can assist others to learn, to pray, to study the bible, and to at all times reach
others in need.

Please consider helping us with the last of the unfunded debt. For your convenience,
you can donate on our website, www.sttheresa.cc, under “Online Giving” and
select “Capital Campaign” or click the button below:

Rebuilding Our Church
Online Giving

 

READING THE WORD OF GOD
Lectors proclaim the Word of God at Mass. This ministry is essential because it
brings alive the scriptures in the hearts of the faithful. St. Theresa Catholic Church is
actively recruiting lectors. If you feel called to proclaim the word through the lector
ministry, please email liturgicalministries@sttheresa.cc
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This week the following parishioners will be reading at mass:
Saturday, August 19th, 2023, 5:00 p.m.
Lotis Batan (1)
Roy Hughes (2)

Sunday, August 20th, 2023, 10:00 a.m.
Dena Yanowski Gaydos (1)
Donna Yanowski (2)

Sunday, August 20th, 2023, 5:30 p.m.
Lauren Simpson (1)
Marie Valenta (2)

 

WEEK OF AUGUST 19TH - AUGUST 25TH

Saturday, August 19th
5:00 p.m.
† Nunzie and Jeanette Loria
† Michael Poncio
† Evangeline Sabungan Agubya
† Ben Morris
† Samir, Georgette & Semaan Tanios
† Luther, Erline & Dexter Guillory
† Janine Bihm

Sunday, August 20th
10:00 a.m. 
Pro-Populo (Parishioners)
5:30 p.m. 
† Mercedes Mosquera
† Louis Buitrago and 
Hernando Buitrago Jr.
† John Tracy Laborde

Monday, August 21st
7:00 a.m. 
† Ed Lewey

Tuesday, August 22nd
7:00 a.m. 
† Vidaurre and Rojas Family

Wednesday, August 23rd
7:00 a.m. 
John Tedore (L)
8:05 a.m. 
† Vince Masi

Thursday, August 24th
7:00 a.m. 
Communion Service
6:30 p.m. 
† Mary Ann Kokes

Friday, August 25th
7:00 a.m. 
† Amy



If you like to request a mass intention please go to https://secure.qgiv.com/for/
sthe/event/781517 

 

BRING BLOSSOMS OF GRACE, PRAYER, AND VIRTUE TO THE ALTAR 
The flowers on the altar are in celebration of the marriage of Chelsea and
Karlo Remigio. 

The flowers on the altar are in celebration of the Baptism of Olivia Cordelia
Banks by the Simon, Banks, and Sadler families.

The flowers on the altar are in loving memory of John Tracy Laborde by Todd
and Lauren Laborde.

St. Theresa’s Altar flowers depend upon donors who sponsor the flowers. Please
consider sponsoring an arrangement with a donation of $75 in memory of a loved
one, a celebration of an anniversary, a First Holy Communion or Confirmation, a
birthday, or any special event.

Please get in touch with Mary-Ann Virgilio at 352-212-2961 or
maryann.virgilio@sttheresa.cc to place your request two weeks in advance.

 

MAY OUR ADORATION NEVER CEASE
Adoration hours: Thursday, between 7:30 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. in the main
Sanctuary. We invite you to commit one hour of your week on Thursdays to spend
in the presence of Jesus. We encourage two or more adorers to ensure that Jesus is
never left alone during each hour. Currently, the hours in need of a Second Adorer
include 9:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 12:00 p..m., 4:00 p.m., and 2:00 p.m. is
open.
If you or anyone you know can help, please get in touch with Diana Sepulveda,
Adoration Coordinator, at dsepulveda@smithcarr.com or 713-542-4706.

For further details, kindly refer to https://sttheresa.cc/adoration   
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STRENGTHEN YOUR SPIRITUAL CONNECTION  
Experience communal prayer’s transformative power by joining the dynamic Rosary
Group at St. Theresa Catholic Church in Memorial Park. Immerse yourself in the
splendor of the Rosary as we pay homage to the Blessed Virgin Mary and implore
her intercession for our heartfelt intentions. 

Regardless of your location, you can unite in Rosary prayer with us through a simple
phone call every Saturday at noon. Cultivate a deeper spiritual bond and embrace
unity and devotion within our collective prayer gatherings.

For further details and to join the Rosary Group, connect with Jennifer Mata by
reaching out to the front office at 713-869-3783. Let us join in prayer and fortify our
spiritual journey through the cherished tradition of the Rosary.
 
To find out more about the Rosary Group or to be part of this ministry, please visit
https://sttheresa.cc/rosary-group

 

VOLUNTEER TO OPERATE CAMERAS AND SLIDES DURING MASS
Our parish’s Media Ministry is a group of volunteers serving at our weekend Masses
as operators of the Church's cameras, slides, and online live stream. We need more
volunteers at every Mass, especially the 5:30 pm Sunday Mass. Please consider
serving in this very important ministry!

Hands-on training is provided. Contact Stephen Schad at s.schad@sttheresa.cc if
you are interested.

To learn more, please visit https://sttheresa.cc/mediaministry

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO DR. LARRY FOR EARNING THE DOCTORATE
We extend our heartfelt congratulations to Dr. Larry on earning his Doctorate in
Counselor Education and Supervision. His dedication, hard work, and commitment
have truly paid off. Your achievement is an inspiration to us all. Wishing him
continued success in all his endeavors.  
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St. Theresa Catholic Church in Memorial Park partners with Rejoice Counseling
Apostolate, making professional counseling services more accessible to our
parishioners, including individuals, couples, and families. Their team of Parish
Counselors is experienced in bridging professional counseling with the Catholic faith.
Fees are offered on a discounted sliding scale for parishioners to ensure anyone
from the parish can receive help.

You can meet with our Parish Counselor in person or via video depending on your
needs. Learn more about our partnership or contact a Rejoice counselor to discuss
your scheduling options at: www.myparishcounseling.com/sttheresa
To learn more, please visit https://sttheresa.cc/parish-counseling-services

GIVING BEYOND ST. THERESA 

GIVING AS A CATHOLIC BEYOND ST. THERESA
The following link contains some agencies worthy of support should you be looking
beyond the parish itself to share some of your financial blessings.
https://sttheresa.cc/giving-beyond

ST. PETER CATHOLIC IS ENROLLING NOW

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR FALL 2023
St. Peter Catholic is the first Catholic career-focused, technical high school in the
Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston. The mission of St. Peter Catholic is to provide
students a secondary education option that will enable them the opportunity to
acquire challenging academic and professional development skills in a faith-filled,
project-based learning environment, thus, preparing them for high-skilled, high-
wage, and highly desirable occupations in a competitive 21st-century global
economy. 

St. Peter Catholic aims to produce well-qualified, highly trained, entrepreneurial, and
industry-ready students who graduate prepared to fill the demands of business and
industry in the Houston-Galveston area and beyond.

For more information please visit https://stpeterhs.org, or to apply online go to
https://stpeterhs.org/admissions.

ST. THERESE OF THE CHILD JESUS SECULAR DISCALCED CARMELITES 

CELEBRATE THE JUBILEE YEAR OF ST. THERESE, “THE LITTLE FLOWER"
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Join the Secular Discalced Carmelites in this silent retreat. Let the Lord Jesus, in this
grace-filled Jubilee Year, invite you to spend quiet time immersed in His love and
mercy with the help of His Little Flower, St. Theresa of Child Jesus, and the Holy
Face. This retreat will be during the weekend of September 15 to September 17,
2023, at the Mt. Carmel House of Prayer, 9600 Deer Trail Dr., Houston, TX 77038
We welcome both men and women. Check-in will begin on Friday, September 15th,
at 5:00 p.m. Silence begins at 7:00 p.m. after sharing a light meal. Silence will end
after Mass on Sunday, September 17th, to share during lunch conversation and
fellowship before departing around 1:00 p.m.

For more information, please contact Virginia Fraguio, at
fraguiovirginia@gmail.com. For online registration, please click here.

 

HELP AND PRAY FOR RELIEF IN MAUI

As fires continue to take over the island of Maui, let us come together and offer
prayers for the deceased, injured, displaced, and emergency personnel.

The American Red Cross of Hawaii has 220 trained responders in Maui, helping with
search and rescue operations. You can help with Donations to the Red
Cross, which provides shelter, food, and emotional support, at
redcross.org/donate/donation.html/. You can also donate by calling 1-800-HELP
NOW at 1-800-435-7669.

 

HELPFUL WEBSITES 

Alcoholics Anonymous (AA): www.aa.org

American Red Cross: redcross.org

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention: www.cdc.gov

Christian Community Service Center: www.ccschouston.org

Counseling (Grief, Family, etc.): www.catholiccharities.org

Domestic Violence: tbotw.org

Families of Addicts: al-anon.org

Houston Police: If you have a life-threatening emergency, call 911. Non Emergencies:
www.houstontx.gov/police

Narcotics Anonymous (NA): na.org

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline Center: 988lifeline.org

Overeaters Anonymous (OA): oahouston.org

Sex Addicts Anonymous (SAA): saa-recovery.org

Texas Department of Family and Protective Services www.txabusehotline.org 
United Way of Greater Houston: www.unitedwayhouston.org
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PARISH AND SCHOOL DIRECTORY 

Pastor
Fr. Phil Lloyd
britishbulldog@sttheresa.cc
Website
StTheresa.cc
Email
info@sttheresa.cc

Address
6622 Haskell St., Houston, TX 77007
Phone
713-869-3783
Fax
713-869-3784

Deacons
Deacon Dwight Coles,
deacondwight@sttheresa.cc
Deacon Larry Vaclavik, 
deaconlarry@sttheresa.cc
Deacon Juan de Dios Perez
juandedios0308@yahoo.com

Receptionist/Clerical Assistant, Parish 
Deandra Mackey
d.mackey@sttheresa.cc 
Mary Ann Virgilio
maryann.virgilio@sttheresa.cc 
Connie Huch
c.huch@sttheresa.cc
Ann Cox
ann.cox@sttheresa.cc 

Parish Manager 
Enrique Benitez
e.benitez@sttheresa.cc 

Capital Campaign
Johanna Bransford
j.bransford@sttheresa.cc

Development Director
Cynthia Garza
cynthia.garza@sttheresa.cc

Accounting
Jeanette B. Deciderio
j.deciderio@sttheresa.cc 
Melissa Swanson
m.swanson@sttheresa.cc
Gaye Hablinski  
g.hablinski@sttheresa.cc

Director of Faith Formation
Tommy Cordova
t.cordova@sttheresa.cc

Elementary Faith Formation

Parishioner Involvement
Claudia Blanco
c.blanco@sttheresa.cc

Community Engagement 
Larry Payne
ljpayne06@aol.com

Sacramental Records
Mary Bloom
m.bloom@sttheresa.cc

10:00 a.m. Mass Choir Director/Organist/Media
Ministry Coordinator
Stephen Schad
s.schad@sttheresa.cc

Director of Technology
Zach Wilson
zach.wilson@sttheresa.cc

Director of Maintenance
Andras Bandi
andras.bandi@sttheresa.cc 

St. Theresa School 
www.facebook.com/StTheresaCatholicSchool
Principal
Sarah Fox
sarah.fox@sttheresa.cc
Director of Admissions
Kelly McCarty
k.mccarty@sttheresa.cc 
School Accounting
Grant Goodland
grant.goodland@sttheresa.cc 
Flor Portillo
flor.portillo@sttheresa.cc
School Administrative Assistant
Rhonda Lastovica
r.lastovica@sttheresa.cc

Early Childhood Center 
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Baptisms Coordinator
Kendall Solé
k.sole@sttheresa.cc

Pastoral Associate Matrimony/Annulment
App./Funerals
Patrick Miral
p.miral@sttheresa.cc

Communications
Veronica Benitez
v.benitez@sttheresa.cc
Chris Jones
c.jones@sttheresa.cc

facebook.com/steccmemorialpark
Director
Rae James
rae.james@sttheresa.cc
Director of Admissions 
Kelly McCarty
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ST THERESA CATHOLIC CHURCH SOCIAL MEDIA 

Website
sttheresa.cc

Facebook
facebook.com/StTheresaMemorialPark

Instagram
instagram.com/stcchouston

Twitter
twitter.com/STCCHouston

YouTube
youtube.com/c/StTheresaCatholicChurch 

Pinterest
pinterest.com/sttheresahouston

Parish Soft (Parish Registration)
galveston.parishsoftfamilysuite.com

PODCAST RENEWED WITH DEACON LARRY
Anchor
anchor.fm/sttheresacatholicchurch

Spotify
open.spotify.com/show/2RxeS70XjwqIjKHsyEHIEX

Apple Podcasts
podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/
renewed/id1576557779
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