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CELEBRATING UNITY AND COMPASSION
Father Phil expresses gratitude for the Christian Community Service Center and its
supporters for their dedication to pursuing justice for the needy in the city, inspired
by the legacy of Bishop McCarthy.

Missing out on this opportunity to be inspired and spiritually uplifted? Watch the
messages from Father Phil, our community spiritual leader, in our In Touch series.
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Subscribe to our YouTube Channel today and be the first to know when a new
message from Father Phil is available.

 

A PLACE OF UNITY AND BELONGING 
Experience a place where unity and belonging merge into a beautiful harmony. We
extend a warm invitation to join our vibrant community as we come together to
praise the Lord and cherish the richness of the Catholic faith. Be with us at 7:00 a.m.
Monday - Friday, 6:30 p.m. on Thursdays, 5:00 p.m. on Saturdays, 10:00 a.m. and
5:30 p.m. on Sundays, with a Spanish Mass on the last Sunday of the month at 1:00
p.m.

MASS LIVE STREAM AND ON-DEMAND
Are you sick, or do you have a homebound family member? Watch our Live
Streamed Weekend Masses at sttheresa.cc/online-mass or on our YouTube
channel. In addition to the live stream of our services, watch the Homilies Playlist.

RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION)
Restore yourself to grace on Saturdays from 10:00 a.m. to 10:45 a.m., Thursdays
from 5:30 p.m. to 6:15 p.m., and by appointment, please call Fr. Phil at 346-335-
1803. 

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT WITH EXPOSITION
Thursdays from 7:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. in the main Sanctuary.

LET US KNOW HOW WE CAN HELP YOU
The parish office hours are Monday - Thursday from 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. and
Fridays from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. If you have any questions, please call 713-869-
3783 or email us at info@sttheresa.cc  
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THE SPIRIT OF GOD LIVES HERE
Mary-Ann and Cletus Zimmerman are parishioners at St. Theresa in Memorial Park.
Mary-Ann talks about attending St. Theresa as a youth, how her mother loved the
parish, and that it was a special place for her family. Also, Mary-Ann and Cletus
discuss the importance of online mass during the pandemic. Cletus tells us about
donating his time to the charitable organization Casa Juan Diego.

Renewed Podcast is available on:
Anchor: anchor.fm/sttheresacatholicchurch
Spotify: open.spotify.com/show/2RxeS70XjwqIjKHsyEHIEX
Apple Podcast: podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/renewed/id1576557779  

 

WHERE DID WE GO WRONG?
What do Catholics mean by "Original Sin"? There is a woundedness in us all. We
are screwed up. Sin began with a choice to move away from God and his design for
our lives. Thankfully, that is not the end of the story! But before we look towards God
plan of redemption and the Savior who was sent for us, we must first admit that we
are fallen.

How do we understand the fact that we are not ok as human beings?  
We invite you to watch this short video below from wife, mother, and author Rachel
Bulman. 
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Questions for Reflection:

How do you understand sin from the actions of our ancestors, Adam and Eve?
How does freedom often lead to sin?
What is the only way to be healed from our sins and made new?

If you want to access all of Word on Fire’s videos:
1. Click on the video, and a Flocknote window will open with the newsletter.
2. Click the orange button under the video that says “Check them out.”
3. A Word on Fire window is going to open. Scroll down to select a video that you
like to watch.

 

JOIN US IN CELEBRATION
We are excited to invite all members of our vibrant community to come together and
celebrate our beloved Parish Feast Day! It is a day of fellowship for everyone,
especially families with young children. We joyously welcome you on Sunday,
October 1st, after the 10:00 a.m. Mass, to 1:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. We
have planned an array of activities that will delight the kids, snow cones,
hamburgers, hotdogs, popcorn, and much more.

Above all, our feast day celebration is about coming together as a parish family. It is
a chance to strengthen our bonds, make new friends, and create lasting memories.
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No registration is needed, first come, first serve. If you need further information,
please contact Lina Suarez at l.suarez@sttheresa.cc

 

FINAL DAYS OF OUR FOOD DRIVE 
Our food drive will go on until this, Sunday, September 17th. Please help us as a
community to collect the most needed items and positively impact the lives of those
in need. Let’s fill our pantry shelves and hearts with compassion.

The items they need most are tuna or canned chicken, tomato sauce, canned
vegetables (any type), instant coffee, peanut butter, baby formula, boxed cereal,
canned meat, canned fruit, can openers, and feminine pads.

These items can be conveniently delivered directly to the parish office. Donations
from other brands are also accepted. Thank you for your generosity.

Amazon Wish List

Any items purchased in-store can be dropped off directly at the parish office during
office hours until Sunday, September 17th, or bring your donations to any of the
Masses. If you have any questions about this food drive, please contact Lina
Suarez for more information at l.suarez@sttheresa.cc or 346-335-1840.

 

A BETTER FUTURE IS IN OUR HANDS 
Calling all young adults who are passionate about nature, sustainability, and our
beautiful green planet. We invite you to a special movie night featuring “The Letter -
A Message for Our Earth" on Tuesday, September 26th at 6:30 p.m. Join us in
the Fellowship Hall for an inspiring cinematic experience.
This event is part of the global movement for the Season of Creation, an annual
month-long season when Christian communities around the world come together to
pray and take action to protect our precious environment.
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If you're a nature enthusiast, an eco-warrior at heart, or simply curious about how we
can positively impact our planet, this movie night is for you. Let’s gather, be inspired,
and learn how we can contribute to a greener, more sustainable world.

For more information, please contact Tommy Cordova at
t.cordova@sttheresa.cc or 346-335-1816. To watch the trailer, please visit
theletterfilm.org.

 

CALLING ALL BOOK ENTHUSIASTS
Are you a retired librarian, an organizational wizard, or simply someone with a deep
love for books? We are on the lookout for passionate librarian organizers. Your
expertise or passion for books can make a difference in the parish. Help us create a
warm and welcoming space for our community to explore the world of literature and
faith. If you are ready to share your love for books and organize our library, we would
love to have you on board. Contact Lina Suarez today to learn more about this
exciting opportunity l.suarez@sttheresa.cc or call 346-335-1840.

 

ARE YOU A YOUNG ADULT LOOKING FOR A DEEPER AND FULLER REALITY
IN LIFE?
Join St. Theresa Young Adults Group, which offers you several opportunities each
month to engage in spiritual growth, service for our community, and fellowship as a
young adult community.

September Events

September 16th. St. Vincent de Paul Society Volunteer event
September 21st. Casa Juan Diego Meal Prep at 7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship
Hall
September 24th. Canyon Creek Dinner at 6:45 p.m. (after mass) at Canyon
Creek
September 27th. Trivia Night at McIntyre’s in the Heights at 7:00 p.m. 

Join GroupMe at bit.ly/STYAGroupMe for more details, or email Kyle Sturgis at
young-adults@sttheresa.cc. For more information about this group, please go to
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sttheresa.cc/young-adults-group.

 

INVITATION FROM CARDINAL DANIEL DINARDO
Calling nature enthusiasts to share a beautiful evening at St. Theresa as we come
together to honor the gift of our planet Earth at a heartfelt Mass for the Care of
Creation, hosted on Tuesday, October 3rd, at 6:30 p.m.
This meaningful event, sponsored by the Archdiocesan Secretariat for Social
Concerns, is an opportunity to unite in gratitude and commitment to protect and
preserve our beautiful planet. Take this opportunity to make a difference through
faith and fellowship. Questions? Please get in touch with Tommy Cordova at
t.cordova@sttheresa.cc or 346-335-1816. 

 

REGISTER FOR OUR PROGRAM TODAY
We understand the daily juggling act you perform as a parent, managing work, kids’
extracurriculars, and the household. We also know how important it is to instill faith
and values in your children. 
Our Faith Formation and Sacrament Preparation program is tailored to fit your busy
schedule with classes that suit you and your kids’ schedules. 

Whether nurturing their faith or preparing for a sacrament, we have covered it. We
believe faith should be accessible and are here to make it easy for you. Let us help
you give your children the spiritual foundation they deserve without adding extra
stress to your week. Register today, and let’s embark on this faith-filled journey
together.

To learn more, please go to sttheresa.cc/faith-formation or reach out to Tommy
Cordova at 346-335-1816 or t.cordova@sttheresa.cc. 

Register Here
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COME AND DONATE THE GIFT OF LIFE
We invite you to make a difference and help save lives by donating blood. Gulf
Coast Regional Blood Center will hold its quarterly blood drive at St. Theresa on
Sunday, September 17, 2023, from 8:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. in the school gym. As
a special thank you, donors who give blood will receive a pair of socks.

One hour changes everything! Encourage friends and family to donate with you. For
any questions, please get in touch with Lina Suarez at l.suarez@sttheresa.cc, call
346-335-1840, or visit sttheresa.cc/blood-drive.

Schedule Appointment

 

ARE YOU CURIOUS ABOUT THE STORIES THAT HAVE SHAPED OUR
AMERICAN HISTORY?
Join us on Tuesday, September 19th, at 11:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall for
“The U.S. Civil War and the Myth of the Lost Cause” talk. Discover the realities
behind the myths as Roy Hughes examines the complexities of the U.S. Civil War.

RSVP Here

You will also be treated to a delicious lunch, and as the talk concludes, you can
engage in a question-and-answer session.
Mark your calendar and immerse yourself in a journey through history. For more
details about this event, please email Lina Suarez at l.suarez@sttheresa.cc or call
346-335-1840.
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NOW ENROLLING FOR 2024-2025
If you are looking for a new school home for your children, look no further; we are
excited to announce that enrollment for the 2024-2025 school year is now open for
kindergarten through 8th-grade students. Our school is committed to providing a
spiritual, nurturing, and academic environment where your children can thrive.
Join our vibrant community and give your kids the gifts of an outstanding education.
Secure their future today by contacting Kelly McCarty, Admissions Director, at
k.mccarty@sttheresa.cc or 346-335-1706. Find more information at
sttheresaschool.cc. Follow us on Instagram @sttheresasocial.

 

FTCM REGISTRATION FOR FALL 2023 IS OPEN
Join the Formation Toward Christian Ministry (FTCM) and strengthen your
commitment to Jesus. Experience authentic Catholic teachings led by qualified
instructors with Master’s or Doctoral degrees in theology. FTCM is a core program
by the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston, required for catechist, catechetical leader,
and youth ministry leader formation.

Christology, on Mondays, October 9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th, and November
6th.
Sacraments, on Mondays, November 13th, 20th, 27th, December 4th, and
11th.

All courses occur in the Fellowship Hall from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Are you ready to take the next step in your faith journey? Take the opportunity to
deepen your spiritual growth and embrace your calling to serve. Visit
archgh.org/oec/ftcm/registrationguide for a comprehensive step-by-step guide on
registering and becoming part of this program. 

For more information, please contact Tommy Cordova at t.cordova@sttheresa.cc
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FLU CLINIC: PROTECT YOUR FAMILY THIS SEASON
Join us at St. Theresa’s free flu vaccine clinic brought to you by Walgreens on
Sunday, September 24th, from 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. in the Blue Room for a
convenient opportunity to get your family’s flu shots. Safeguard your loved ones and
ensure a healthy season ahead. Take this chance to prioritize your family’s well-
being. For any questions, please email Lina Suarez at l.suarez@sttheresa.cc or
find more information at sttheresa.cc/flu 

 

SUPPORT OUR PARISH MISSION
In the Gospel of Luke, he says, “Who is my neighbor?” As a faith community, we
continue to walk in solidarity with our brothers and sisters in need. Thank you for
responding faithfully and generously to our neighbors in need. St. Theresa Parish is
a special place because of the people who care, the people who give, and the
people who share in life and worship.

Support our Church today using your debit or credit card, checking, or savings
account. Click the button to get started.

Online Giving/Mass
Collection

 

SEPTEMBER 16TH - 17TH
St. Theresa will have a second collection at all masses benefiting Covenant House,
a faith-based organization committed to giving homeless youth a safe haven,
absolute respect, unconditional love, and a path to lasting independence. In
partnership with the community, we are the voice for homeless youth. Please use the
yellow envelopes on the collection boxes. Go to their webpage to find out more
information about this organization covenanthousetx.org.
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Give Here

 

READING THE WORD OF GOD
Lectors proclaim the Word of God at Mass. This ministry is essential because it
brings alive the scriptures in the hearts of the faithful. St. Theresa Catholic Church is
actively recruiting lectors. If you feel called to proclaim the word through the lector
ministry, please email liturgicalministries@sttheresa.cc

This week, the following parishioners will be reading at mass:
Saturday, September 16th, 2023, 5:00 p.m.
Stuart Seger (1)
Lotis Batan (2)

Sunday, September 17th, 2023, 10:00 a.m.
Chris Burke (1)
Maria Briseno (2)

Sunday, September 17th, 2023, 5:30 p.m.
Lauren Simpson (1)
Confirmation Group (2)

 

WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 16TH - SEPTEMBER 22ND

Saturday, September 16th
5:00 p.m. 
† Nunzie and Jeanette Loria
† Michael Poncio
† Larry Bollich
† Tony Mandola Jr.

Monday, September 18th
7:00 a.m. 
Peace for Anne

Tuesday, September 19th
7:00 a.m.
Communion Service
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Sunday, September 17th
10:00 a.m. 
Pro Populo
5:30 p.m. 
† Mary Ann Kokes
† Tony Mandola Jr.
Lucia Walters (L)

Wednesday, September 20th
7:00 a.m.
Communion Service
8:05 a.m.
Communion Service

Thursday, September 21st
7:00 a.m.
† Mercedes Mosquera
6:30 p.m. 
† Vidaurre and Rojas Family
† Neil Kerrigan

Friday, September 22nd
7:00 a.m. 
† Bob and Artie

If you would like to request a mass intention, please go to
secure.qgiv.com/for/sthe/event/781517 

 

BRING BLOSSOMS OF GRACE, PRAYER, AND VIRTUE TO THE ALTAR 

The flowers on the altar are in loving memory of Angeline and Joe
Saragusa by Suzanne Hardman. 

St. Theresa’s Altar flowers depend upon donors who sponsor the flowers. Please
consider sponsoring an arrangement with a donation of $75 in memory of a loved
one, a celebration of an anniversary, a First Holy Communion or Confirmation, a
birthday, or any special event. Please get in touch with Mary-Ann Virgilio at 352-
212-2961 or maryann.virgilio@sttheresa.cc to place your request two weeks in
advance. Our webpage is sttheresa.cc/flower-guild.
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BE PART OF OUR WELCOMING HOSPITALITY MINISTRY 
Do you enjoy socializing and being part of a welcoming community? We have just
the opportunity for you.

Join our Hospitality Ministry and be part of the team that makes our parish events
warm, and welcoming, and unforgettable. With your friendly smile and love for
connecting with others, you can help create an atmosphere of hospitality that makes
everyone feel at home. 

Whether it is assisting with refreshments, organizing events, or greeting newcomers,
your presence can make a world of difference. Come share your enthusiasm and
experience the joy of building meaningful connections within our parish family. To
participate in this ministry or for further details, please contact Lina Suarez at 346-
335-1840 or l.suarez@sttheresa.cc. Kindly visit sttheresa.cc/hospitality-ministry.

 

COMMUNION AT HOME
Our roster of ministers has shrunk due to home moves, so we are looking for current
parishioners who would like to join our team in visiting the homebound. No
experience is needed; training will be provided; you need only a loving heart. Time
commitment is only about two hours per month.

Our roster of homebound parishioners has grown. If you would like to become part
of this beautiful ministry, please call the parish office at 713-869-3783 or email
Info@sttheresa.cc.

To learn more, kindly visit https://sttheresa.cc/homebound-ministry

 

EMBRACE THE SPIRIT OF UNITY
Join us for the monthly Spanish Mass on the last Sunday of every month. The next
Service is on Sunday, September 24th at 1:00 p.m. let's celebrate our faith, culture,
and traditions together. As a member of this ministry, you can grow spiritually and
connect with other Spanish-speaking faithful. 
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Please contact Lina Suarez at 346-335-1840 or l.suarez@sttheresa.cc  to get
involved. For more information, please visit sttheresa.cc/ministeriohispano.

GIVING BEYOND ST. THERESA 

GIVING AS A CATHOLIC BEYOND ST. THERESA
The following link contains some agencies worthy of support should you be looking
beyond the parish itself to share some of your financial blessings.
sttheresa.cc/giving-beyond

FALL 2023 CLA VIRTUAL HAPPY HOURS

JOIN US FOR OUR HAPPY HOUR
Do you wish you were more involved with a community of Writers of Faith? If so, join
us for a social hour of introductions and camaraderie at one of CLA’s Fall Happy
Hours. Conducted via Zoom and moderated by Maura Harrison, the sessions will
invite participants to report on recent publications, upcoming calls for entries, and
opportunities for collaboration and/or critique. To get everyone talking, each Happy
Hour will have a general topic for discussion. Then we will see where the topics lead
us. This will take place on Friday, October 6th, at 7:00 p.m. CST. Please register at
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/fall-2023-cla-virtual-september-happy-hour-
tickets-682758317507?aff=oddtdtcreator

For more information, please visit: www.catholicliteraryarts.org

ANDREW DINNERS

AN EVENING OF PRAYERS AND GROUP SHARING
Join us on Friday, October 13 at St. Anthony of Padua, 7801 Bay Branch Dr. The
Woodlands, TX 77382, for the St. Andrew Discernment Dinner; a fantastic
opportunity for young high school men to explore the path of diocesan priesthood.
Hosted by the Office of Vocations and supported by several parishes across the
Archdiocese, this evening is designed for your teens to engage in meaningful
conversations with parish priests, discover the essence of diocesan priesthood, and
prayerful reflection. It is a valuable experience, and registration is free! We
encourage you to spread the word among teens and parents.
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Please register at archgh.swoogo.com/andrew/begin
For more information, please email vocations@archgh.org or call 713-652-8239 

HELPFUL WEBSITES 

Alcoholics Anonymous (AA): www.aa.org

American Red Cross: redcross.org

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention: www.cdc.gov

Christian Community Service Center: www.ccschouston.org

Counseling (Grief, Family, etc.): www.catholiccharities.org

Domestic Violence: tbotw.org

Families of Addicts: al-anon.org

Houston Police: If you have a life-threatening emergency, call 911. Non Emergencies:
www.houstontx.gov/police

Narcotics Anonymous (NA): na.org

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline Center: 988lifeline.org

Overeaters Anonymous (OA): oahouston.org

Sex Addicts Anonymous (SAA): saa-recovery.org

Texas Department of Family and Protective Services www.txabusehotline.org 
United Way of Greater Houston: www.unitedwayhouston.org

PARISH AND SCHOOL DIRECTORY 

Pastor
Fr. Phil Lloyd
britishbulldog@sttheresa.cc
Website
StTheresa.cc
Email
info@sttheresa.cc

Address
6622 Haskell St., Houston, TX 77007
Phone
713-869-3783
Fax
713-869-3784

Deacons
Deacon Dwight Coles,
deacondwight@sttheresa.cc
Deacon Larry Vaclavik, 
deaconlarry@sttheresa.cc
Deacon Juan de Dios Perez
juandedios0308@yahoo.com

Receptionist/Clerical Assistant, Parish 

Parish Life
Lina Suarez
l.surarez@sttheresa.cc

Community Engagement 
Larry Payne
ljpayne06@aol.com

Sacramental Records
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Deandra Mackey
d.mackey@sttheresa.cc
Mary Ann Virgilio
maryann.virgilio@sttheresa.cc
Connie Huch
c.huch@sttheresa.cc
Ann Cox
ann.cox@sttheresa.cc

Parish Manager 
Enrique Benitez
e.benitez@sttheresa.cc

Capital Campaign
Johanna Bransford
j.bransford@sttheresa.cc

Accounting
Jeanette B. Deciderio
j.deciderio@sttheresa.cc
Melissa Swanson
m.swanson@sttheresa.cc
Gaye Hablinski
g.hablinski@sttheresa.cc

Director of Faith Formation
Tommy Cordova
t.cordova@sttheresa.cc

Elementary Faith Formation
Josephine Balgos Le
j.balgos@sttheresa.cc

Baptisms Coordinator
Kendall Solé
k.sole@sttheresa.cc

Pastoral Associate Matrimony/Annulment
App./Funerals
Patrick Miral
p.miral@sttheresa.cc

Communications
Veronica Benitez
v.benitez@sttheresa.cc
Chris Jones
c.jones@sttheresa.cc
Claudia Blanco
c.blanco@sttheresa.cc

Mary Bloom
m.bloom@sttheresa.cc

10:00 a.m. Mass Choir Director/Organist/Media
Ministry Coordinator
Stephen Schad
s.schad@sttheresa.cc

Director of Technology
Zach Wilson
zach.wilson@sttheresa.cc

Director of Maintenance
Andras Bandi
andras.bandi@sttheresa.cc 

St. Theresa School 
www.facebook.com/StTheresaCatholicSchool
Principal
Sarah Fox
sarah.fox@sttheresa.cc
Director of Admissions
Kelly McCarty
k.mccarty@sttheresa.cc
School Accounting
Grant Goodland
grant.goodland@sttheresa.cc 
Flor Portillo
flor.portillo@sttheresa.cc
School Administrative Assistant
Rhonda Lastovica
r.lastovica@sttheresa.cc

Early Childhood Center 
facebook.com/steccmemorialpark
Director
Rae James
rae.james@sttheresa.cc
Director of Admissions 
Kelly McCarty
k.mccarty@sttheresa.cc
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ST THERESA CATHOLIC CHURCH SOCIAL MEDIA 

Website
sttheresa.cc

Facebook
facebook.com/StTheresaMemorialPark

Instagram
instagram.com/stcchouston

Twitter
twitter.com/STCCHouston

YouTube
youtube.com/c/StTheresaCatholicChurch 

Pinterest
pinterest.com/sttheresahouston

Parish Soft (Parish Registration)
galveston.parishsoftfamilysuite.com

PODCAST RENEWED WITH DEACON LARRY
Anchor
anchor.fm/sttheresacatholicchurch

Spotify
open.spotify.com/show/2RxeS70XjwqIjKHsyEHIEX

Apple Podcasts
podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/
renewed/id1576557779
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