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NEW YEAR’S BLESSINGS
As we approach the Feast of the Holy Family, Father Phil asks that we embrace the
variety of human nature, blessings for all, and the promise of new opportunities in
the coming year. 
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Share the gift of faith with those you love. Introduce them to Fr. Phil’s uplifting
messages on the In Touch playlist, available on our YouTube Channel. Together,
we can inspire and uplift each other on our spiritual journeys.

 

FIND WARMTH AND SPIRITUAL GROWTH IN OUR PARISH 
Take part in our dynamic community this weekend at our services. We invite you to
join St. Theresa’s services at 7:00 a.m. Monday - Friday, 6:30 p.m. on Thursdays,
5:00 p.m. on Saturdays, 10:00 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. on Sundays, with a Spanish Mass
on the last Sunday of the month at 1:00 p.m. (Spanish Mass canceled on Sunday,
December 31, 2023).
Discover a place where faith flourishes, and community embraces all.

MASS LIVE STREAM AND ON-DEMAND
Are you sick, or do you have a homebound family member? Watch our Live
Streamed Weekend Masses at sttheresa.cc/online-mass or on our YouTube
channel. In addition to the live stream of our services, watch the Homilies Playlist.

RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION)
Restore yourself to grace on Saturdays from 10:00 a.m. to 10:45 a.m., Thursdays
from 5:30 p.m. to 6:15 p.m., and by appointment, please call Fr. Phil at 346-335-
1803. 

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT WITH EXPOSITION
Thursdays from 7:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. in the main Sanctuary.

LET US KNOW HOW WE CAN HELP YOU
The parish office hours are Monday - Thursday from 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. and
Fridays from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. If you have any questions, please call 713-869-
3783 or email us at info@sttheresa.cc.

 

There is no better time to reconnect, reminisce, and celebrate the joy of Christmas
together. This year, we warmly invite everyone to join us at St. Theresa in Memorial
Park. It is an opportunity to return home, embrace the spirit of togetherness, and
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rekindle the bonds that tie us all.

Please find the lineup of our Holiday Mass schedule below:
Solemnity of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph
Saturday, December 30th, 5:00 p.m.
Sunday, December 31st, 10:00 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. (New Year’s Eve)

Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God (New Year’s Day)
Monday, January 1st, 12:10 p.m.

Reconciliation
On Thursday, January 4, 2024, Confessions are canceled.

Spanish Mass will be canceled on Sunday, December 31st.

The parish office will be closed on Monday, January 1st and Tuesday, January 2nd.
 

 

SANDWICH DELIVERY CANCELATION
Please note that there will be no sandwich delivery service due to the office closure
on Monday, January 1st, and Tuesday, January 2nd. We appreciate your
understanding. Regular sandwich deliveries will resume the following week, on
Monday, January 8th, and Tuesday, January 9th. For questions, please send an
email to Lina Suarez at l.suarez@sttheresa.cc.
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REFLECTING ON SIN
There are times in our lives when it is good for us to reflect on one of the elements of
our Christian faith that is hard for us to deal with, and that is sin. Deacon Larry
Vaclavik takes a different approach to dealing with sin, reflecting on the challenges
of our willfulness in our culture.

Renewed Podcast is available on:
YouTube: bit.ly/PlayRenewed
Anchor: anchor.fm/sttheresacatholicchurch
Spotify: open.spotify.com/show/2RxeS70XjwqIjKHsyEHIEX
Apple Podcast: podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/renewed/id1576557779

 

THE MYSTERY OF THE INCARNATION
Advent is all about preparing for the coming of Christ. As Bishop Barron explains,
there are three comings of Christ that we prepare our hearts for during Advent -
Christ's coming in history, in the present moment, and at the Second Coming.
Most often, it is Christ's historical coming that we focus on during Advent, as it is the
birth of Jesus that we celebrate during Christmas. This great event that divides time
itself is called the Incarnation.

While the Incarnation is a mystery of faith, that does not mean we can not know
anything about it. It simply means we can not know everything about it. It means we
can read about and study this truth every day and never fully plumb the depths of its
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meaning. This Advent, take some time to meditate on the mystery of the Incarnation.
Reflect on the truth that God became man in Jesus Christ. Think about how amazing
that is and what it means for you.  

Watch the short video below to hear Sr. Josephine reflect on the mystery of the
Incarnation. 

Questions for reflection:

What does love really mean? How have you experienced authentic love in your
life?
How can you better imitate Jesus and His love in your life?
If someone were to ask you about the Incarnation, how would you explain it to
them?

If you want to access all of Word on Fire’s videos:
1. Click on the video, and a Flocknote window will open with the newsletter.
2. Click the orange button under the video that says “Check them out.”
3. A Word on Fire window is going to open. Scroll down to select a video that you
like to watch.

 

FTCM REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN
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Join the Formation Toward Christian Ministry (FTCM) and strengthen your
commitment to Jesus. Experience authentic Catholic teachings led by qualified
instructors with Master’s or Doctoral degrees in theology. FTCM is a core program
by the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston, required for catechist, catechetical leader,
and youth ministry leader formation.

Morality on January 22th - February 19th 
Church History 1 (Resurrection to the Reformation) on February 26th -
April 8th
Church 2 ( Reformation to present day) on April 15th - May 13th
Day of Reflection (Missionary Spirituality) on April 27th 

Are you ready to take the next step in your faith journey? Take the opportunity to
deepen your spiritual growth and embrace your calling to serve. Click on this link
for a comprehensive step-by-step guide on registering and becoming part of this
program. For further details, please contact Tommy Cordova at
t.cordova@sttheresa.cc.

 

FAITH FORMATION
We understand the challenges of juggling a hectic school year schedule and have
the perfect solution for your family. Join us for our New Faith Formation Summer
Intensive Program from June 10 - 14, 2024. Designed specifically for current 1st -
5th graders who find it challenging to attend classes during the regular school year.
Registration will open after Easter 2024, so mark your calendars and stay tuned for
more details. Let’s make this summer a time of spiritual growth and joyful connection
for your children. 

To learn more, please reach out to Josephine Balgos Le at
j.balgosle@sttheresa.cc.
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SCUBA - DIVING INTO FRIENDSHIP WITH GOD
Take your child deep into a fantastic undersea adventure where they will experience
the ever-flowing, never-ending Love of God. At Scuba VBS, kids will be immersed in
the Word and discover what living water is really all about! Save the date for July
15 - 19, 2024.

If you need additional information about this program, please email Josephine
Balgos Le at j.balgosle@sttheresa.cc, call 346-335-1808, or
visit sttheresa.cc/vacation-bible-school.

 

SAVE THE DATE FOR HEART OF WORSHIP 2024
St. Theresa in Memorial Park is thrilled to announce the second edition of Heart of
Worship (HOW). This is your chance to be part of something truly special, so mark
your calendars and get ready to join us for an unforgettable experience of spiritual
fulfillment. Save the Date on Saturday, September 28, 2024. Stay tuned for more
details, and make sure to reserve this date for the second edition of an extraordinary
encounter with the divine. To obtain more details, please reach out to Lina Suarez
at l.suarez@sttheresa.cc.
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RECEIVE COMMUNION AT HOME 
If you are unable to attend Mass in person due to illness or currently watch via live
stream, enhance your experience by having a dedicated Eucharistic Minister bring
Communion to your home. St. Theresa’s Parish is blessed with a team of Eucharistic
Ministers for the Homebound who make visits to those parishioners who are unable
to attend Mass in person. If you would like to receive home Communion visits,
please call the Church Office at 713-869-3783 or send an email to
info@sttheresa.cc.

 

JOB POSITION OPEN
St. Theresa has an hourly position open, approximately 10 hours per week. This is
an ideal paid position for someone with a few hours to spare during the week. Job
duties include but are not limited to: Inserting data into our ParishSoft system,
adding batches, reconciling entries, and correcting posting errors. Applicants must
be detail-oriented and have an accounting background. Please send resumes to
Enrique Benitez at e.benitez@sttheresa.cc.

 

COME AND DONATE THE GIFT OF LIFE
We invite you to make a difference and help save lives by donating blood. Gulf
Coast Regional Blood Center will hold its first quarterly blood drive of the year at St.
Theresa on Sunday, January 14, 2024, from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. in the school
gym. There are many spots still available. As a special thank you, donors who give
blood will receive a limited edition hoodie.

Remember that one hour can change many lives! Encourage friends and family to
donate with you. For any questions, please get in touch with Lina Suarez at
l.suarez@sttheresa.cc.
To find out more information or details, please visit sttheresa.cc/blood-drive.
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Schedule Your Appointment

 

EXPLORING THE MODERN MIDDLE EAST
Join us on Tuesday, January 23rd, at 11:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall for “The
History of the Modern Middle East from World War One to the Present”. Roy Hughes
will talk about the impact of religion, nationalism, and the Cold War on this strategic
area of the world.

You will also be treated to a delicious lunch, and as the talk concludes, you can
engage in a question-and-answer session. Mark your calendar and immerse yourself
in a journey through history. For more details about this event, please email Lina
Suarez at l.suarez@sttheresa.cc.

RSVP Here

 

SUPPORT OUR PARISH MISSION
Discover how Colossians 3:23 guides our involvement in Church ministries and how
each task becomes an opportunity to serve the Lord wholeheartedly. We invite you
to be part of our journey, embracing the message of this powerful scripture. In the
spirit of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, we encourage everyone to give with all their
hearts, just as they generously share their love with us. Your contributions, whether
weekly, monthly, or one-time gifts, play a crucial role in bringing the love of God to
our world and to each other. Let’s work for the Lord with all our hearts. May our labor
of love bring forth abundant fruits in the lives of those we serve. Together, we create
unity, joy, and purpose within our parish community.

Support our parish today using your debit or credit card, checking, or savings
account. Click the button to get started.
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Online Giving/Mass
Collection

 

REGISTER NOW
Join the St. Theresa School Team on Saturday, February 10, 2024, for its annual
5K Fun Run and Family Walk Tradition. Registration fees and donations directly
benefit the students of St. Theresa Catholic School.
For questions, please get in touch with the Steps for Students Committee at
steps4students@sttheresa.cc.

For registrations and donations, please go to runsignup.com/st_theresa_houston.

 

ST. THERESA CATHOLIC SCHOOL GALA 2024
Purchase tickets for the St. Theresa Catholic School Gala and Auction or become an
underwriter. Underwriting opportunities start at $300. All table sponsors and
underwriters will be recognized on our social media, in the auction catalog, and on
event signage.

DONATIONS NEEDED FOR THE 2024 GALA AUCTION
The Auction Committee is in search of items for this year’s auction. Are you an
Astros, Texans, Dynamo, Rockets, theater, ballet, or opera season ticket holder? Do
you have a vacation home, frequent flyer miles, or hotel points? Or perhaps you
would like to host a dinner or underwrite an event. Visit our gala site to submit a
donation form online, or stop by the church or school office to pick up a form.
sttheresaschool.cc/2024gala. 
Auction Items can be dropped off at the school office.
For any inquiries, please feel free to contact the School Gala Committee at
auction@sttheresa.cc.
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READING THE WORD OF GOD
Lectors proclaim the Word of God at Mass. This ministry is essential because it
brings alive the scriptures in the hearts of the faithful. St. Theresa Catholic Church is
actively recruiting lectors. If you feel called to proclaim the word through the lector
ministry, please email liturgicalministries@sttheresa.cc.

This week, the following parishioners will be reading at mass:
Saturday, December 30th, 2023, 5:00 p.m.
Richard McCarty (1)
Joseph LeBlanc (2)

Sunday, December 31st, 2023, 10:00 a.m.
Linda Williams (1)
Alero Waterhouse (2)

Sunday, December 31st, 2023, 5:30 p.m. 
Ana Schick (1)
Kyle Sturgis (2)

 

WEEK OF DECEMBER 30TH - JANUARY 5TH

Saturday, December 30rd
5:00 p.m. 
† Gustavo Pulido
† Jose Elvano Briceno
Cynthia Marks (L)

Sunday, December 31st
10:00 a.m. 
Pro Populo
5:30 p.m. 

Monday, January 1st
12:10 p.m. 
† Edwin and Mary Bloom

Tuesday, January 2nd
7:00 a.m.
† Anthony Mandola
† David B. Martin
Joseph Russo (L)

Wednesday, January 3rd
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Merwyn and Sharon Pinto
† Charles Vaclavik
† Rosaura Corona Covarrubias

7:00 a.m.
Communion Service

Thursday, January 4th
7:00 a.m.
Communion Service
6:30 p.m.
Communion Service

Friday, January 5th
7:00 a.m. 
Communion Service

If you would like to request a mass intention, please go to
secure.qgiv.com/for/sthe/event/781517.

 

BRING BLOSSOMS OF GRACE, PRAYER, AND VIRTUE TO THE ALTAR 

The flowers on the altar are in loving memory of John O. Washington and
Patricia Washington, and Trian and Carol Sass.

St. Theresa’s Altar flowers depend upon donors who sponsor them. Please consider
sponsoring an arrangement with a donation of $75 in memory of a loved one, a
celebration of an anniversary, a First Holy Communion or Confirmation, a birthday, or
any special event. The beautiful flower arrangements will remain in the sanctuary
after weekend masses throughout the entire week. 

Please get in touch with Mary-Ann Virgilio at 352-212-2961 or
maryann.virgilio@sttheresa.cc to place your request two weeks in advance. Our
webpage is sttheresa.cc/flower-guild.

 

EMPOWER YOUR JOURNEY TO SOBRIETY
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Join Women’s AA every Thursday at 6:30 a.m. in the Blue Room for a supportive
community addressing alcohol issues. These meetings are free, and there are no
restrictions based on age or educational background. Our non-judgmental
environment lets you share and connect with others facing similar challenges.
Together, we strive for healing, sobriety, and lasting recovery. You are not alone; we
are here for you.  

If you require more information, please visit our webpage at sttheresa.cc/womens-
aa.

 

COME AND JOIN US 
That Man is You! is an interactive men’s program that combines the latest findings of
modern science with the teachings of the Church and the wisdom of the saints to
develop authentic male leaders capable of transforming themselves, their families,
and the greater society. Join us for fellowship and faith. We will resume our meetings
on Thursday, January 4th, from 5:45 a.m. to 6:55 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.
Our sessions for January will include:

January 4th: The Three Spiritual Foods (Presenter: Steve Bollman)
January 11th: The Strength to Serve (Presenter: Jason Evert) 
January 18th: Initiators of Love (Presenter: Jason Evert) 
January 25th: Initiators of Life (Presenter: Jason Evert) 

For more information, please get in touch with Chris Favre at 713-256-0057 or
chrisfavre@gmail.com.

Learn more about That Man Is You at sttheresa.cc/that-man-is-you and
paradisusdei.org/that-man-is-you.

 

JOIN OUR MUSIC MINISTRY AND ENHANCE LITURGY 
The Saint Theresa Music Ministry supports our parish mission of All Are Welcome.
There are many opportunities for all to participate! The primary goal of our Music
Ministry is to enhance each liturgy with liturgical music, encouraging active
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participation among the gathered assembly and inspiring ministry beyond our
Church walls. 

If you are interested, please contact Stephen Schad at s.schad@sttheresa.cc.
To get additional details, please visit sttheresa.cc/music.

 

WELCOMING ALL: JOIN THE USHER MINISTRY 
Step into St. Theresa Catholic Church Usher Ministry, a space of warm hospitality
and welcome at our liturgical gatherings. Ushers fulfill various duties based on the
type of celebration and time of year, ensuring a smooth and comfortable experience
for all. All women, men, and students 14 and above can join us to be part of this
essential ministry. 

Contact Enrique Benitez at e.benitez@sttheresa.cc. Let’s extend Christ’s love as
we embrace the usher ministry. To find out more about the Usher Ministry or to be
part of this ministry, please visit sttheresa.cc/ushers.

 

GRATITUDE FOR SEASON OF HOPE DONATIONS
A heartfelt thank you to our generous community for making Season of Hope truly
special. Your donations have brought joy and warmth to those in need, making this
holiday season brighter for everyone. Your kindness and compassion reflect the
spirit of giving that defines our parish. May the blessings you have shared return to
you abundantly. Thank you for being the light that illuminates the path of hope and
compassion. 

Please find the accumulated totals that each organization collected:

Toiletries for Casa Juan Diego: $5,807.93
Essential items for Casa Esperanza de los Ninos: $3.330.66
Toys for CCSC: $2,301.41
Linens for Magnificat Houses: $6,843.46
Winter jackets for St. Joseph Social Ministry: $5,113.87
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Toys for Catholic Charities: $4,514.71

 

PROMOTING COMMUNITY HARMONY
We kindly request your cooperation in a matter that affects our neighbors and the
overall community. Some neighbors have expressed concerns about parishioners
parking in front of their houses.

To promote goodwill and neighborly relations, we kindly ask that parishioners refrain
from parking directly in front of residential homes. This small adjustment can go a
long way in fostering positive relationships with our neighbors. We appreciate your
understanding and cooperation in this matter.

 

GIVING BEYOND ST. THERESA 

GIVING AS A CATHOLIC BEYOND ST. THERESA
The following link contains some agencies worthy of support should you be looking
beyond the parish itself to share some of your financial blessings. For any questions
or further details, visit our webpage: sttheresa.cc/giving-beyond.
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HELP TO SAVE A LIFE

ARE YOU BETWEEN 18 - 40 YEARS?
For decades Sylvia and her husband Gordon Quan have served the Houston
community: teaching citizenship classes, helping to bring priests from China to
further their education, donating and helping to raise millions of dollars for projects
that assist underserved populations, and advocating for the community. Today they
are asking for your help.

In January 2023, Sylvia was diagnosed with Acute Myeloid Leukemia (AML) and
needs a Stem Cell Transplant by a matching donor, which can provide her the best
chance of a cure. Please register to be a potential donor; it is free. Order your Swab
kit for free online at my.bethematch.org, or give samples at a donor registration
drive. Text Swab4Sylvia to 61474 

To receive more information, please contact Gaytri Kapoor at 281-780-1379 or
gkapoor2@nmdp.org.

 

HEART OF WORSHIP AT ST. LAURENCE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

JOIN US IN WORSHIP
Come to St. Laurence on Saturday, February 10, for Heart of Worship 2024, an all-
day spiritual event featuring three inspiring talks on the Eucharist, outstanding
music, mass, Adoration, and dinner by Carrabba’s. This year’s speakers are Patty
Schneier, a Catholic author, radio show host, and podcaster, and Fr. David Michael
Moses, the dynamic and multitalented young priest from our own archdiocese. It is
held from 11:30 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. at St. Laurence Catholic Church (3100
Sweetwater Blvd, Sugar Land). Register by January 22nd, to take advantage of
Early Bird Pricing ($30). After that, the price goes up to $50, so register early! Open
to everyone 6th grade and older. Get more information and register in advance:
www.stlaurence.org/HOW 

 

HELPFUL WEBSITES 

Alcoholics Anonymous (AA): www.aa.org

American Red Cross: redcross.org

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention: www.cdc.gov
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Christian Community Service Center: www.ccschouston.org

Counseling (Grief, Family, etc.): www.catholiccharities.org

Domestic Violence: tbotw.org

Families of Addicts: al-anon.org

Houston Police: If you have a life-threatening emergency, call 911. Non Emergencies:
www.houstontx.gov/police

Narcotics Anonymous (NA): na.org

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline Center: 988lifeline.org

Overeaters Anonymous (OA): oahouston.org

Sex Addicts Anonymous (SAA): saa-recovery.org

Texas Department of Family and Protective Services www.txabusehotline.org 
United Way of Greater Houston: www.unitedwayhouston.org

 

PARISH AND SCHOOL DIRECTORY 

Pastor
Fr. Phil Lloyd
britishbulldog@sttheresa.cc
Website
StTheresa.cc
Email
info@sttheresa.cc

Address
6622 Haskell St., Houston, TX 77007
Phone
713-869-3783

Deacons
Deacon Dwight Coles,
deacondwight@sttheresa.cc
Deacon Larry Vaclavik, 
deaconlarry@sttheresa.cc
Deacon Juan de Dios Perez
juandedios0308@yahoo.com

Guest Hospitality
Deandra Mackey
d.mackey@sttheresa.cc 
Mary Ann Virgilio
maryann.virgilio@sttheresa.cc
Connie Huch
c.huch@sttheresa.cc
Ann Cox
ann.cox@sttheresa.cc 

Parish Manager 
Enrique Benitez
e.benitez@sttheresa.cc

Capital Campaign
Johanna Bransford
j.bransford@sttheresa.cc

Parish Life
Lina Suarez
l.surarez@sttheresa.cc

Sacramental Records
Connie Huch
c.huch@sttheresa.cc

10:00 a.m. Mass Choir Director/Organist/Media
Ministry Coordinator
Stephen Schad
s.schad@sttheresa.cc

Director of Technology
Zach Wilson
zach.wilson@sttheresa.cc

Director of Maintenance
Andras Bandi
andras.bandi@sttheresa.cc 

St. Theresa School 
www.facebook.com/StTheresaCatholicSchool
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Accounting
Jeanette B. Deciderio
j.deciderio@sttheresa.cc 
Melissa Swanson
m.swanson@sttheresa.cc
Gaye Hablinski  
g.hablinski@sttheresa.cc

Director of Faith Formation
Tommy Cordova
t.cordova@sttheresa.cc

Elementary Faith Formation
Josephine Balgos Le
j.balgos@sttheresa.cc 

First Sacraments Coordinator
Kendall Solé
k.sole@sttheresa.cc

Pastoral Associate Matrimony/Annulment
App./Funerals
Patrick Miral
p.miral@sttheresa.cc

Communications
Veronica Benitez
v.benitez@sttheresa.cc
Chris Jones
c.jones@sttheresa.cc
Claudia Blanco
c.blanco@sttheresa.cc

Principal
Sarah Fox
sarah.fox@sttheresa.cc
Director of Admissions
Kelly McCarty
k.mccarty@sttheresa.cc 
School Accounting
Grant Goodland
grant.goodland@sttheresa.cc 
Flor Portillo
flor.portillo@sttheresa.cc
School Administrative Assistant
Rhonda Lastovica
r.lastovica@sttheresa.cc

Early Childhood Center 
facebook.com/steccmemorialpark
Director
Rae James
rae.james@sttheresa.cc
Director of Admissions 
Kelly McCarty
k.mccarty@sttheresa.cc

 

ST THERESA CATHOLIC CHURCH SOCIAL MEDIA 

Website
sttheresa.cc

Facebook
facebook.com/StTheresaMemorialPark

Instagram
instagram.com/stcchouston

Twitter
twitter.com/STCCHouston

YouTube

PODCAST RENEWED WITH DEACON LARRY
Anchor
anchor.fm/sttheresacatholicchurch

Spotify
open.spotify.com/show/2RxeS70XjwqIjKHsyEHIEX

Apple Podcasts
podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/
renewed/id1576557779
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youtube.com/c/StTheresaCatholicChurch 

Pinterest
pinterest.com/sttheresahouston

Parish Soft (Parish Registration)
galveston.parishsoftfamilysuite.com
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