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In the BegInnIng: 

Jesus of nazareth 

 
The Texts 

 
the form of ChrIst… 
“Since human nature is not capable of the comprehension of God, Scripture has set before 
us such symbols (paradeigmata) and such images (eikonas), so that we may understand from 
them, however slightly and obscurely, as much as is accessible to us.” 
-Saint Athanasius, Orations against the Arians 2.32 (295-373) 
 
But Christian theology has no stake in the myth of disinterested rationality: the church has 
no arguments for its faith more convincing than the form of Christ; enjoined by Christ to 
preach the gospel, Christians must proclaim, exhort, bear witness, persuade—before other 
forms of reason can be marshaled. 
-David Bentley Hart, The Beauty of the Infinite, 3 (2003) 
 
[I]f a man should wish to see God, who is invisible by nature and not seen at all, he may 
know and apprehend him from his works, so let him who fails to see Christ with his 
understanding at least apprehend him by the works of his body, and test whether they be 
human works or God’s works. 
-Saint Athanasius, On the Incarnation 54 (295-373) 
 

aCCordIng to sCrIpture… 
 

the passIon 
 
[T]his Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you 
crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. God raised him up… 
-Acts 2:23-24 
 
This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses. 
-Acts 2:32 
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“But who do you say that I am?” 
-Matthew 16:15 
 
 

Who do you say… 
 

son of man 
 
[W]hat is man that you are mindful of him, 
    and the son of man that you care for him? 
-Psalm 8:4 
 
“Son of man, stand on your feet, and I will speak with you.” 
-Ezekiel 2:3 
 
[A]nd behold, with the clouds of heaven 
    there came one like a son of man, 
and he came to the Ancient of Days 
    and was presented before him. 
And to him was given dominion 
    and glory and a kingdom, 
that all peoples, nations, and languages 
    should serve him; 
his dominion is an everlasting dominion, 
    which shall not pass away, 
and his kingdom one 
    that shall not be destroyed. 
-Daniel 7:13-14 
 
But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he said 
to the paralytic—“I say to you, rise…” 
-Mark 2:10-11 
 
For as the lightning flashes and lights up the sky from one side to the other, so will the Son 
of Man be in his day. 
-Luke 17:24 
 
As they were gathering in Galilee, Jesus said to them, “The Son of Man is about to be 
delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill him, and he will be raised on the third 
day.” And they were greatly distressed. 
-Matthew 17:22-23 
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servant 
 
The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our fathers, 
glorified his servant Jesus… 
-Acts 3:13 
 
[T]hough he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be 
grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of 
men. 
-Philippians 2:7 
 
He was despised and rejected by men; 
    a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; 
and as one from whom men hide their faces 
    he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 
Surely he has borne our griefs 
    and carried our sorrows; 
yet we esteemed him stricken, 
    smitten by God, and afflicted. 
But he was pierced for our transgressions; 
    he was crushed for our iniquities; 
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, 
    and with his wounds we are healed. 
-Isaiah 53:3-5 
 

teaCher 
 
Tax collectors also came to be baptized and said to him, “Teacher, what shall we do?” 
-Luke 3:12 
 
This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher 
come from God…” 
-John 3:2 
 

prophet 
 
In that same hour he rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth…” 
-Luke 10:21 
 
Fear seized them all, and they glorified God, saying, “A great prophet has arisen among 
us!” 
-Luke 7:16 
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And they took offense at him. But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor 
except in his hometown and in his own household.” And he did not do many mighty 
works there, because of their unbelief. 
-Matthew 13:57-58 
 
“The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your 
brothers—it is to him you shall listen…” 
-Deuteronomy 18:15 
 
Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out, that times of refreshing 
may come from the presence of the Lord, and that he may send the Christ appointed for 
you, Jesus, whom heaven must receive until the time for restoring all the things about 
which God spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets long ago. Moses said, ‘The Lord God 
will raise up for you a prophet like me from your brothers. You shall listen to him in 
whatever he tells you.’ 
-Acts 3:19-22 
 

Jesus 
 
And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name 
Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will 
give to him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob 
forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 
-Luke 1:31-33 
 

messIah/ChrIst 
 
He first found his own brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” 
(which means Christ). 
-John 1:41 
 
The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ). When 
he comes, he will tell us all things.” Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you am he.” 
-John 4:25-26 
 
Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 
-Matthew 16:16 
 
To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: Grace to you and peace 
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
-Romans 1:7 
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son of god 
 
Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, 
and Satan also came among them. 
-Job 1:6 
 
I will tell of the decree: 
The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; 
    today I have begotten you. 
-Psalm 2:7 
 
And behold, they cried out, “What have you to do with us, O Son of God? Have you come 
here to torment us before the time?” 
-Matthew 8:29 
 
When the centurion and those who were with him, keeping watch over Jesus, saw the 
earthquake and what took place, they were filled with awe and said, “Truly this was the 
Son of God!” 
-Matthew 27:54 
 
And the tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones 
to become loaves of bread.” 
-Matthew 4:3 
 
And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 
-Matthew 14:33 
 
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life.” 
-John 3:16 
 

Lord 
 
“Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord 
and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.” 
-Acts 2:36 
 
“The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we 
proclaim); because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your 
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 
-Romans 10:8-9 
 
Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every 
name,  so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and 
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under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father. 
-Philippians 2:9-11 
 

the Word 
 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 
was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him was 
not any thing made that was made. In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The 
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
-John 1:1-5 
 
“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven 
    and do not return there but water the earth, 
making it bring forth and sprout, 
    giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
 so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
    it shall not return to me empty, 
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
    and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.” 
-Isaiah 55:10-11 
 
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of 
the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
-John 1:14 
 


