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World Without End: 
Christian hopE and hEavEn 

The Texts 

 
a statEd BEliEf... 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
I look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
-The Nicene Creed 
 
…he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in...the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen. 
-The Apostles’ Creed 
 
talking aBout thE rEality of Christ... 
I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. 
-Galatians 2:20 
 
For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
-Romans 6:23 
 
For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life 
appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 
-Colossians 3:3-4 
 
 



2 
 

talk of a kingdom… 
From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 
-Matthew 4:17 
 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
-Matthew 6:10  
 
Then the King will say to those on his right, “Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.” 
-Matthew 25:34 
 
Whenever you enter a town and they receive you, eat what is set before you. Heal the sick in it and 
say to them, 'The kingdom of God has come near to you.' 
-Mark 10:8-9 
 
Being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, he answered them, "The 
kingdom of God is not coming with signs to be observed, nor will they say, 'Look, here it is!' or 
'There!' for behold, the kingdom of God is in the midst of you.” 
-Luke 17:20-21 
 
thE rEsurrECtion…a proCEss? 
And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has given me, but 
raise it up on the last day. For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who looks on the Son 
and believes in him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day. 
-John 6:39-40 
 
And God raised the Lord and will also raise us up by his power. Do you not know that your bodies 
are members of Christ? 
-1 Corinthians 6:14-15 
 
But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first-fruits of those who have fallen asleep. 
For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam 
all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. But each in his own order: Christ the first-fruits, 
then at his coming those who belong to Christ. Then comes the end, when he delivers the 
kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and every authority and power. For he must 
reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is death. For 
"God has put all things in subjection under his feet." But when it says, "all things are put in 
subjection," it is plain that he is excepted who put all things in subjection under him. When all 
things are subjected to him, then the Son himself will also be subjected to him who put all things 
in subjection under him, that God may be all in all. 
-1 Corinthians 15:20-28 
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parousia and JudgmEnt 
Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not 
give its light, and the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 
Then will appear in heaven the sign of the Son of Man, and then all the tribes of the earth will 
mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great 
glory. And he will send out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from 
the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. 
-Matthew 24:29-31 
 
When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on his 
glorious throne. Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one from 
another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. And he will place the sheep on his right, 
but the goats on the left. 
-Matthew 25:31-33 
 
O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How 
often would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, 
and you would not! 
-Matthew 23:37 
 
He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. But to all who did receive him, who 
believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, who were born, not of blood 
nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 
-John 1:11-13 
 
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal life. 
-John 3:16  
 
Then he will say to those on his left, “Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared 
for the devil and his angels. For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave 
me no drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick 
and in prison and you did not visit me.” 
-Matthew 25:41-43 
 
Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me 
food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and 
you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.' 
-Matthew 25:34-36 
 
And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life. 
-Matthew 25:46 
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Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his presence earth and sky 
fled away, and no place was found for them. And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before 
the throne, and books were opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book of life. 
And the dead were judged by what was written in the books, according to what they had done. 
And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead who were in 
them, and they were judged, each one of them, according to what they had done. Then Death and 
Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. And if anyone’s 
name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire. 
-Revelation 20:11-15 
 
But WhEn? 
But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its 
light, and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. And 
then they will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory. And then he will 
send out the angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the 
ends of heaven. From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts 
out its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you 
know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away until 
all these things take place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. But 
concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but 
only the Father. Be on guard, keep awake. For you do not know when the time will come. It is like 
a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his servants in charge, each with his 
work, and commands the doorkeeper to stay awake. Therefore stay awake—for you do not know 
when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, 
or in the morning— lest he come suddenly and find you asleep. And what I say to you I say to all: 
Stay awake. 
-Mark 13:24-37 
 
Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no need to have anything written to 
you. For you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 
While people are saying, "There is peace and security," then sudden destruction will come upon 
them as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. But you are not in 
darkness, brothers, for that day to surprise you like a thief. For you are all children of light, 
children of the day. We are not of the night or of the darkness. So then let us not sleep, as others 
do, but let us keep awake and be sober. 
-1 Thessalonians 5:1-6 
 
This is now the second letter that I am writing to you, beloved. In both of them I am stirring up 
your sincere mind by way of reminder, that you should remember the predictions of the holy 
prophets and the commandment of the Lord and Savior through your apostles, knowing this first 
of all, that scoffers will come in the last days with scoffing, following their own sinful desires. They 
will say, "Where is the promise of his coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all things are 
continuing as they were from the beginning of creation." For they deliberately overlook this fact, 
that the heavens existed long ago, and the earth was formed out of water and through water by the 
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word of God, and that by means of these the world that then existed was deluged with water and 
perished. But by the same word the heavens and earth that now exist are stored up for fire, being 
kept until the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly. But do not overlook this one fact, 
beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. The 
Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not 
wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance. But the day of the Lord will 
come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be 
burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed. 
-2 Peter 3:1-10 
 
individual or soCial? 
For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor 
for me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. I am hard pressed between the two. My desire is to 
depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. 
-Philippians 1:21-23 
 
I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid 
up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on 
that Day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his appearing. 
-2 Timothy 4:7-8 
 
But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you may not 
grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, 
through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep. For this we declare to you by 
a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will not 
precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of 
command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the 
dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with 
them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. Therefore 
encourage one another with these words. 
-1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
 
For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. 
-1 Corinthians 15:22 
 
Though far removed and separated from one another, all form one single reality, since they are 
bound to the one God. So, according to the word of the apostle, all are embraced in a bond of 
harmony, in the unity of the Holy Spirit to be one love and one Spirit, thanks to the single hope to 
which they are called. And the bond of this splendor is the heavenly glory itself. 
-Saint Gregory the Great (540-604), Homily on The Song of Songs, 15 
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Already many of us stand in the vestibule and wait until the number of the brethren shall be full. 
They will not enter that holy house without us, the saints, not without the people belonging to 
them. 
-Saint Bernard of Clairvaux (1090-1153), Third Sermon for the Feast of All Saints 
 
In respect of his being our Head, Christ is glorified and impassible. But in respect of his body—in 
which all his members are knit—he is not yet fully glorified nor entirely impassible. The same thirst 
and longing that he had upon the rood-tree—that same desire, longing and thirst (if I see it right) 
was in him from without beginning; he hath the same now, and shall have, unto the time that the 
last soul to be saved shall have come up to his bliss. 
-Julian of Norwich (1342-1416), Revelations of Divine Love, 31 
 
Waiting and rEsting 
My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. 
-Philippians 1:23  
 
...all these souls, immediately (mox) after death and, in the case of those in need of purification, 
after the purification mentioned above, since the ascension of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ 
into heaven, already before they take up their bodies again and before the general judgment, have 
been, are and will be with Christ in heaven, in the heavenly kingdom and paradise, joined to the 
company of the holy angels. Since the passion and death of the Lord Jesus Christ, these souls have 
seen and see the divine essence with an intuitive vision and even face to face, without the 
mediation of any creature by way of object of vision; rather the divine essence immediately 
manifests itself to them, plainly, clearly and openly, and in this vision they enjoy the divine essence 
. Moreover, by this vision and enjoyment the souls of those who have already died are truly blessed 
and have eternal life and rest. Also the souls of those who will die in the future will see the same 
divine essence and will enjoy it before the general judgment... 
 
Moreover we define that according to the general disposition of God, the souls of those who die in 
actual mortal sin go down into hell immediately (mox) after death and there suffer the pain of hell. 
Nevertheless, on the day of judgment all men will appear with their bodies "before the judgment 
seat of Christ" to give an account of their personal deeds, "so that each one may receive good or 
evil, according to what he has done in the body" (2 Cor. 5.10). 
-Pope Benedict XII, Benedictus Deus (1336)  
 
until Christ BE formEd... purgatory and salvation 
All his sons and all his daughters rose up to comfort him, but he refused to be comforted and said, 
"No, I shall go down to Sheol to my son, mourning." Thus his father wept for him. 
-Genesis 35:37  
 
And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” 
-Luke 23:43 
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I tell you, my friends, do not fear those who kill the body, and after that have nothing more that 
they can do. But I will warn you whom to fear: fear him who, after he has killed, has authority to 
cast into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him! 
-Luke 12:4-5 
 
And whoever speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but whoever speaks against 
the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come. 
-Matthew 12:32 
 
Now if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw—each 
one’s work will become manifest, for the Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed by fire, and 
the fire will test what sort of work each one has done. If the work that anyone has built on the 
foundation survives, he will receive a reward. If anyone’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss, 
though he himself will be saved, but only as through fire. 
-1 Corinthians 3:12-15 
 
WitnEssEs to purgatory 
That very night, this was shown to me in a vision: I Perpetua saw Dinocrates going out from a 
gloomy place, where also there were several others, and he was parched and very thirsty, with a 
filthy countenance and pallid color, and the wound on his face which he had when he died. This 
Dinocrates had been my brother after the flesh, seven years of age, who died miserably with 
disease....For him I had made my prayer, and between him and me there was a large interval, so 
that neither of us could approach to the other....and I knew that my brother was in suffering. But I 
trusted that my prayer would bring help to his suffering; and I prayed for him every day until we 
passed over into the prison of the camp, for we were to fight in the camp-show. Then....I made my 
prayer for my brother day and night, groaning and weeping that he might be granted to me. Then, 
on the day on which we remained in fetters, this was shown to me: I saw that the place which I 
had formerly observed to be in gloom was now bright; and Dinocrates, with a clean body well clad, 
was finding refreshment....And he went away from the water to play joyously, after the manner of 
children, and I awoke. Then I understood that he was translated from the place of punishment. 
-The Martyrdom of Perpetua and Felicity 2.3.4 (c.202) 
 
If a man distinguish in himself what is peculiarly human from that which is irrational, and if he be 
on the watch for a life of greater urbanity for himself, in this present life he will purify himself of 
any evil contracted, overcoming the irrational by reason. If he has inclined to the irrational 
pressure of the passions, using for the passions the cooperating hide of things irrational, he may 
afterward in a quite different manner be very much interested in what is better, when, after his 
departure out of the body, he gains knowledge of the difference between virtue and vice and finds 
that he is not able to partake of divinity until he has been purged of the filthy contagion in his soul 
by the purifying fire. 
-Saint Gregory of Nyssa (330-395), Sermon on the Dead, PG 13.445, 448  
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Let us help and commemorate them. If Job's sons were purified by their father's sacrifice, why 
would we doubt that our offerings for the dead bring them some consolation? Let us not hesitate 
to help those who have died and to offer our prayers for them. 
-Saint John Chrysostom (347-407), Homilies on First Corinthians, 41.5 
 
I answer that, Charity, which is the bond uniting the members of the Church, extends not only to 
the living, but also to the dead who die in charity. For charity which is the life of the soul, even as 
the soul is the life of the body, has no end: "Charity never falleth away" (1 Cor. 13:8)…we must not 
believe that the suffrages of the living profit them so as to change their state from unhappiness to 
happiness or "vice versa"; but they avail for the diminution of punishment or something of the 
kind that involves no change in the state of the dead. 
-Saint Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologiae Suppl., 71 a. 2 
 
Purgatory is not, as Tertullian thought, some kind of supra-worldly concentration camp where man 
is forced to undergo punishment in a more or less arbitrary fashion. Rather, it is the inwardly 
necessary process of transformation in which a person becomes capable of Christ, capable of God 
and thus capable of unity with the whole communion of saints. Simply to look at people with any 
degree of realism at all is to grasp the necessity of such a process. It does not replace grace by 
works, but allows the former to achieve its full victory precisely as grace. What actually saves is the 
full assent of faith. But in most of us, that basic option is buried under a great deal of wood, hay, 
and straw. Only with difficulty can it peer out from behind the latticework of an egoism we are 
powerless to pull down with our own hands. Man is the recipient of divine mercy, yet this does not 
exonerate him from the need to be transformed. Encounter with the Lord is this transformation. It 
is the fire that burns away our dross and re-forms us to be vessels of eternal joy. 
-Joseph Ratzinger (Benedict XVI), Eschatology, p. 230 
  
For all who are in Christ, having His Spirit, form one Church and cleave together in Him. 
Therefore the union of the wayfarers with the brethren who have gone to sleep in the peace of 
Christ is not in the least weakened or interrupted, but on the contrary, according to the perpetual 
faith of the Church, is strengthened by communication of spiritual goods. 
-Vatican II, Lumen Gentium, 49 
 
loving our Way to hEavEn 
However, it would be a long task to go on to discuss each of those epochs in detail. The important 
thing is that the seventh will be our Sabbath, whose end will not be an evening, but the Lord’s 
Day, an eighth day, as it were, which is to last for ever, a day consecrated by the resurrection of 
Christ, foreshadowing the eternal rest not only of the spirit but of the body also. There we shall be 
still and see; we shall see and we shall love; we shall love and we shall praise. Behold what will be, 
in the end, without end! For what is our end but to reach that kingdom which has no end? 
-Saint Augustine (354-430), City of God, 22.30 
 
 
 
 


