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THAT OUR JOY MAY BE COMPLETE: 
THE NEW TESTAMENT AND EARLY CHURCH 

 

The Texts 
 

THE CHURCH AT THE BEGINNING… 
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit… 
-Matthew 28:19 
 
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth. 
-Acts 1:8  
 
And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking 
of bread and the prayers. And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs 
were being done through the apostles. And all who believed were together and had all 
things in common. And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing 
the proceeds to all, as any had need. And day by day, attending the temple together and 
breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, 
praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number 
day by day those who were being saved. 
-Acts 2:42-47 
 
JOHN’S HOPE… 
That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our 
eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of 
life—the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you 
the eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest to us—that which we 
have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; 
and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. And we are 
writing these things so that our joy may be complete. 
-1 John 1:1-4 
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THE NEW CREATION 
For he who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one origin. That is why he is 
not ashamed to call them brothers, saying, "I will tell of your name to my brothers; in the 
midst of the congregation I will sing your praise.” 
-Hebrews 2:11-12 
 
I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. 
And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and 
gave himself for me.  
-Galatians 2:20 
 
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, 
the new has come. 
-2 Corinthians 5:17 
 
Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and 
his Bride has made herself ready; it was granted her to clothe herself with fine linen, bright 
and pure”—for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints. And the angel said to me, 
“Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.” 
-Revelation 19:7-9 
 
CALLED INTO JESUS: THE COSMIC AND THE MORAL 
 

THE COSMIC 
...having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which 
he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and what is 
the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the working 
of his great might that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated 
him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power 
and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the 
one to come. And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to 
the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.  
-Ephesians 1:18-23 
 
The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel. 
-Mark 1:15  
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come… 
-Matthew 6:9-10 
 
…for behold, the kingdom of God is in the midst of you. 
-Luke 17:21 
 
Then I saw a new heaven and new earth... 
-Revelation 21:1 
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For you have not come to what may be touched, a blazing fire and darkness and gloom and 
a tempest and the sound of a trumpet and a voice whose words made the hearers beg that 
no further messages be spoken to them. For they could not endure the order that was 
given, "If even a beast touches the mountain, it shall be stoned." Indeed, so terrifying was 
the sight that Moses said, "I tremble with fear." But you have come to Mount Zion and to 
the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal 
gathering, and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, 
the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, and to Jesus, the mediator 
of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of 
Abel. 
-Hebrews 12:18-24 
 

THE MORAL 
...now the life you have is hidden with Christ in God. 
-Colossians 3:3 
 
So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the 
Spirit, any affection and sympathy, complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the 
same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in 
humility count others more significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his 
own interests, but also to the interests of others. Have this mind among yourselves, which 
is yours in Christ Jesus…  
-Philippians 2:1-5 
 
Do not be surprised, brothers, that the world hates you. We know that we have passed out 
of death into life, because we love the brothers. Whoever does not love abides in death. 
Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal 
life abiding in him.  By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought 
to lay down our lives for the brothers. But if anyone has the world’s goods and sees his 
brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God’s love abide in him? Little 
children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth. 
-1 John 3:11-18 
 
…so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. 
-Romans 12:5 
 

CHRIST, THE CHURCH…THE WITNESS OF THE FATHERS 
Let us then make haste and get back to the state of tranquility which was set before us in 
the beginning as the mark for us to aim at.  Let us turn our eyes to the Father and Creator 
of the universe, and when we consider how precious and peerless are His gifts of peace, let 
us embrace them eagerly for ourselves.  Let us contemplate Him with understanding, 
noting with eyes of the Spirit the patient forbearance that is everywhere willed by Him, and 
the total absence of any friction that marks the ordering of his creation. 
-Saint Clement of Rome, (d. 92-100),The First Epistle to the Corinthians 19 
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For where the Church is, there is the Spirit of God; and where the Spirit of God is, there is 
the Church, and every kind of grace; but the Spirit is truth.  Those, therefore, who do not 
partake of Him, are neither nourished into life from the mother’s breasts, nor do they 
enjoy that most limpid fountain which issues from the body of Christ. 
-Saint Irenaeus of Lyons (d. 202), Against Heresies 3.24.1 
 
He who has abandoned the Church will not reap the rewards of Christ.  He is a stranger; 
he is profane; he is an enemy.  He cannot have God as a father who does not have the 
Church as a mother. 
-Saint Cyprian of Carthage (205-259), On the Unity of the Catholic Church 1.6 
 
Those immortal and blessed beings, who are established in dwellings in heaven, rejoice 
together in participation in their creator, and find in his eternity their stability, in his truth 
their assurance, and from his bounty derive their holiness.  They have such a 
compassionate love for us wretched mortals that their aim is for our immortality and 
blessedness; and therefore they wish us not to sacrifice to themselves, but to God; for they 
know that they themselves, together with us, are his sacrifice.  For with us they make one 
City of God, which is addressed in the words of the Psalm, ‘Most glorious things have been 
said about you City of God.’  Part of this City, the part which consists of us, is on 
pilgrimage; part of it, the part which consists of the angels, helps us on our way. 
-Saint Augustine (354-430), The City of God 10.7  
 
Out of many souls there will arise a city of people with a single soul and a single heart 
turned to God.  This perfection of our unity will come about after this pilgrimage, when 
no longer will anyone’s thoughts be hidden from another, and no longer will anyone be in 
conflict with anyone about anything. 
-Saint Augustine (354-430), The Excellence of Marriage 18.21  
 


