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SO THAT YOU MAY BELIEVE: 
SCRIPTURE, TRADITION, REVELATION I 

 
The Texts 

 
SO WHAT IS SCRIPTURE FOR? 
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this 
book; but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and 
that by believing you may have life in his name.  
-John 20:30-31 
 
But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from whom 
you learned it and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which 
are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is breathed out 
by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 
that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every good work.  
-2 Timothy 3:14-16 
 
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who 
believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from 
faith for faith, as it is written, "The righteous shall live by faith."  
-Romans 1:16-17 
 
That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, 
which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life—the life was 
made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, which 
was with the Father and was made manifest to us—that which we have seen and heard we proclaim 
also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the 
Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. And we are writing these things so that our joy may be 
complete.  
-1 John 1:1-4 
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CHOOSE YOUR JESUS! 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
CHRIST…ACCORDING TO THE SCRIPTURES 
For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in 
accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in 
accordance with the Scriptures... 
-1 Corinthians 15:3-4 
 
The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in Isaiah the prophet, 
“Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way, the voice of one crying 
in the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,'" 
-Mark 1:1-3 
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And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the 
things concerning himself.  
-Luke 24:27 
 
For if you believed Moses, you would believe me; for he wrote of me.  
-John 5:46 
 
The principal purpose to which the plan of the old covenant was directed was to prepare for the 
coming of Christ, the redeemer of all and of the messianic kingdom, to announce this coming by 
prophecy (see Luke 24:44; John 5:39; 1 Peter 1:10), and to indicate its meaning through various 
types (see 1 Cor. 10:12). Now the books of the Old Testament, in accordance with the state of 
mankind before the time of salvation established by Christ, reveal to all men the knowledge of 
God and of man and the ways in which God, just and merciful, deals with men.  
-Vatican II, Dei Verbum 15 (1965) 
 
SHOWING US HOW TO LOVE… 
Suppose we were wanderers who could not live in blessedness except at home, miserable in our 
wandering and desiring to end it and to return to our native country. 
-Saint Augustine (354-430), On Christian Doctrine 1.4.4 
 
Moreover, since we are on a road which is not a road from place to place but a road of affections, 
which was blocked, as if by a thorny hedge, by the malice of our own past sins, what more liberal 
and merciful thing could He do when He wished to lay down Himself as a means for our return 
than to forgive all our sins, after we turn to Him, and to tear away the firmly fixed prohibitions 
preventing our return by being crucified for us? 
-Saint Augustine (354-430), On Christian Doctrine 1.10.10 
 
It is to be understood that the plenitude and the end of the Law and of all the sacred Scriptures is 
that love of Being which is to be enjoyed and of a being that can share that enjoyment with 
us…That we might know this and have the means to implement it, the whole temporal 
dispensation was made by divine Providence for our salvation. 
-Saint Augustine (354-430), On Christian Doctrine 1.35.39 
 
THE SCRIPTURAL CHRIST…THE TEMPORAL CHRIST… 
When we gather together everything which is reported about Jesus, we shall see that everything 
which was written about him is considered to be divine and worthy of wonder: his birth, his 
education, his power, his resurrection, all these took place not merely at the time indicated but are 
still working on us today. 
-Origen (185-254), Homilies on Luke 7.7 
 
The Father's self-communication made through his Word in the Holy Spirit, remains present and 
active in the Church… 
-Catechism of the Catholic Church 79 
 



4 
 

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.  
-Hebrews 13:8 
 
Make your own the mind of Christ Jesus... 
-Philippians 2:5 
 
BUT WHY DO WE NEED CHRIST SCRIPTURALLY? 
The scriptures employ no manner of speaking that is not in common human usage—they are, after 
all, speaking to human beings. 
-Saint Augustine (354-430), The Trinity 1.23 
 
The divine scriptures then are in the habit of making something like children’s toys out of things 
that occur in creation, by which to entice our sickly gaze and get us up step by step to seek as best 
we can the things that are above and forsake the things that are below. 
-Saint Augustine (354-430), The Trinity 1.2 
 
For the words of God, expressed in human language, have been made like human discourse, just 
as the word of the eternal Father, when He took to Himself the flesh of human weakness, was in 
every way made like men. 
-Vatican II, Dei Verbum 13 (1965) 
 
 
 
 
 


