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PEACE BE WITH YOU: 
HOLY ORDERS 

 
The Texts 

PEACE BE WITH YOU 
And he called to him his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to 
cast them out, and to heal every disease and every affliction. The names of the twelve 
apostles are these: first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the son 
of Zebedee, and John his brother; Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax 
collector; James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; Simon the Cananaean, and Judas 
Iscariot, who betrayed him.  These twelve Jesus sent out, instructing them, "Go nowhere 
among the Gentiles and enter no town of the Samaritans, but go rather to the lost sheep of 
the house of Israel.  And proclaim as you go, saying, 'The kingdom of heaven is at hand.'  
Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, cast out demons. You received without paying; 
give without pay.  Acquire no gold nor silver nor copper for your belts, no bag for your 
journey, nor two tunics nor sandals nor a staff, for the laborer deserves his food. And 
whatever town or village you enter, find out who is worthy in it and stay there until you 
depart. As you enter the house, greet it. And if the house is worthy, let your peace come 
upon it, but if it is not worthy, let your peace return to you.  And if anyone will not receive 
you or listen to your words, shake off the dust from your feet when you leave that house or 
town. Truly, I say to you, it will be more bearable on the day of judgment for the land of 
Sodom and Gomorrah than for that town.  "Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the 
midst of wolves, so be wise as serpents and innocent as doves. 
-Matthew 10:1-16 
 
And Jesus answered him, "Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not 
revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on 
this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. I will give 
you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven." 
-Matthew 16:17-18 
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"Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, that he might sift you like wheat, 
but I have prayed for you that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned again, 
strengthen your brothers." 
-Luke 22:31-32 
 
When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon, son of John, do you 
love me more than these?" He said to him, "Yes, Lord; you know that I love you." He said 
to him, "Feed my lambs." He said to him a second time, "Simon, son of John, do you love 
me?" He said to him, "Yes, Lord; you know that I love you." He said to him, "Tend my 
sheep." He said to him the third time, "Simon, son of John, do you love me?" Peter was 
grieved because he said to him the third time, "Do you love me?" and he said to him, "Lord, 
you know everything; you know that I love you." Jesus said to him, "Feed my sheep. Truly, 
truly, I say to you, when you were young, you used to dress yourself and walk wherever you 
wanted, but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another will dress you 
and carry you where you do not want to go." (This he said to show by what kind of death 
he was to glorify God.) And after saying this he said to him, "Follow me." 
-John 21:15-19 
 
On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the 
disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, 
"Peace be with you." When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then 
the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord.  Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with 
you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you." And when he had said this, he 
breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive the sins of any, 
they are forgiven them; if you withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld.” 
-John 20:19-23 
 
“You are those who have stayed with me in my trials, and I assign to you, as my Father 
assigned to me, a kingdom, that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom and sit 
on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.” 
-Luke 22:28-30 

TRADITIO LEGIS 
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ORDER IN THE NEW TESTAMENT 
So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, will you at this time restore the 
kingdom to Israel?" He said to them, "It is not for you to know times or seasons that the 
Father has fixed by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the end of the earth." 
-Acts 1:6-8 
 
So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went 
in and out among us, beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken 
up from us—one of these men must become with us a witness to his resurrection." And they 
put forward two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also called Justus, and Matthias.  And 
they prayed and said, "You, Lord, who know the hearts of all, show which one of these two 
you have chosen to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned 
aside to go to his own place."  And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias, and 
he was numbered with the eleven apostles. 
-Acts 1:21-26 
 
But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them: "Men of Judea 
and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give ear to my words. 
-Acts 2:14 
 
The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of overseer (επίσκοπον), he desires 
a noble task. Therefore an overseer must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, 
sober-minded, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not a drunkard, not 
violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. He must manage his own 
household well, with all dignity keeping his children submissive, for if someone does not 
know how to manage his own household, how will he care for God's church? He must not 
be a recent convert, or he may become puffed up with conceit and fall into the 
condemnation of the devil. Moreover, he must be well thought of by outsiders, so that he 
may not fall into disgrace, into a snare of the devil. Deacons (Διακόνους) likewise must be 
dignified, not double-tongued, not addicted to much wine, not greedy for dishonest gain. 
They must hold the mystery of the faith with a clear conscience. And let them also be 
tested first; then let them serve as deacons if they prove themselves blameless. Their wives 
likewise must be dignified, not slanderers, but sober-minded, faithful in all things. Let 
deacons each be the husband of one wife, managing their children and their own 
households well. For those who serve well as deacons gain a good standing for themselves 
and also great confidence in the faith that is in Christ Jesus. 
-1 Timothy 3:1-13 
 
So I exhort the elders (πρεσβυτέρουσ) among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the 
sufferings of Christ, as well as a partaker in the glory that is going to be revealed: shepherd 
the flock of God that is among you, exercising oversight, not under compulsion, but 
willingly, as God would have you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly; not domineering over 
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those in your charge, but being examples to the flock. And when the chief Shepherd 
appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory. 
-1 Peter 5:1-4 
 
Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as those 
who will have to give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, for that 
would be of no advantage to you. 
-Hebrews 13:17-18 
 
KEEPING THE PEACE: THE WITNESS OF THE FATHERS 
Now, the Gospel was given to the Apostles for us by the Lord Jesus Christ; and Jesus Christ 
was sent from God.  That is to say, Christ received His commission from God, and the 
Apostles theirs from Christ.  The order of these two events was in accordance with the will 
of God.  So thereafter, when the Apostles had been given their instructions, and all their 
doubts had been set at rest by the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ from the dead, they 
set out in the full assurance of the Holy Spirit to proclaim the coming of God’s kingdom.  
And as they went through the territories and townships preaching, they appointed their 
first converts—after testing them by the Spirit—to be bishops and deacons for the believers 
of the future. 
-Saint Clement of Rome, 1 Corinthians 42 (d. 96)  
 
Shun divisions, as the beginning of evils.  All of you follow the bishop, as Jesus Christ 
followed the Father, and the presbytery as the Apostles; respect the deacons as the 
ordinance of God.  Let no one do anything that pertains to the church apart from the 
bishop.  Let that be considered a valid Eucharist which is under the bishop or one whom 
he has delegated.  Wherever the bishop shall appear, there let the people be; just as 
wherever Christ Jesus be, there is the catholic Church.  It is not permitted to baptize or 
hold an agape independently of the bishop.  But whatever he approves, that is also well-
pleasing to God; that all your acts may be sure and valid. 
-Saint Ignatius of Antioch (d. 107), Letter to the Smyrnaens 8 
 
Equally, it is for the rest of you to hold the deacons in as great respect as Jesus Christ; just 
as you should also look on the bishop as a type of the Father, and the clergy as the 
Apostolic circle forming His council; for without these three orders no church has any 
right to the name. 
-Saint Ignatius of Antioch (d. 107), Letter to the Trallians 3 
 
Anyone who wishes to discern the truth may see in every church in the whole world the 
apostolic tradition clear and manifest.  We can enumerate those who were appointed as 
bishops in the churches by the apostles and their successors to our own day, who never 
knew and never taught anything resembling their foolish doctrine…by pointing out the 
apostolic tradition and faith announced to mankind, which has been brought down to our 
time by successions of bishops, in the greatest, most ancient and well-known church, 
founded and established by the two most glorious apostles, Peter and Paul, at Rome, we 
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can confound all who in any other way, either for self-pleasing or for vainglory, or by 
blindness or perversity, hold unauthorized meetings.  It is with this church, on account of 
her more powerful origin that it is necessary that every church should agree, that it is the 
faithful from all sides; where that which is the tradition from the apostles has been 
preserved always by those who are from all parts. 
-Saint Irenaeus of Lyons (d. 202), Against Heresies 3.3 
 
No one will refute them except the Holy Spirit handed down in the Church, whom the 
apostles first received and passed on to men of orthodox belief.  We are their successors, 
and share in the same gifts of high priesthood and teaching; we are numbered among the 
guardians of the Church, and for that reason we neither close our eyes nor keep silent as to 
the right teaching. 
-The Refutation of All Heresies (2nd/3rd c.), I, Pr. 
 
TEACH, SANCTIFY, RULE 
Thus the risen Christ, by giving the Holy Spirit to the apostles, entrusted to them his 
power of sanctifying: they became sacramental signs of Christ. By the power of the same 
Holy Spirit they entrusted this power to their successors. This "apostolic succession" 
structures the whole liturgical life of the Church and is itself sacramental, handed on by 
the sacrament of Holy Orders. 
-The Catechism of the Catholic Church 1087 
 
Holy Orders is the sacrament through which the mission entrusted by Christ to his 
apostles continues to be exercised in the Church until the end of time: thus it is the 
sacrament of apostolic ministry. It includes three degrees: episcopate, presbyterate, and 
diaconate. 
-The Catechism of the Catholic Church 1536 
 
"Episcopal consecration confers, together with the office of sanctifying, also the offices of 
teaching and ruling. . . . In fact . . . by the imposition of hands and through the words of 
the consecration, the grace of the Holy Spirit is given, and a sacred character is impressed 
in such wise that bishops, in an eminent and visible manner, take the place of Christ 
himself, teacher, shepherd, and priest, and act as his representative (in Eius persona agant)." 
"By virtue, therefore, of the Holy Spirit who has been given to them, bishops have been 
constituted true and authentic teachers of the faith and have been made pontiffs and 
pastors." 
-The Catechism of the Catholic Church 1558 
 
"Christ, whom the Father hallowed and sent into the world, has, through his apostles, 
made their successors, the bishops namely, sharers in his consecration and mission; and 
these, in their turn, duly entrusted in varying degrees various members of the Church with 
the office of their ministry." "The function of the bishops' ministry was handed over in a 
subordinate degree to priests so that they might be appointed in the order of the 
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priesthood and be co-workers of the episcopal order for the proper fulfillment of the apostolic 
mission that had been entrusted to it by Christ." 
-The Catechism of the Catholic Church 1562 
 
"Because it is joined with the episcopal order the office of priests shares in the authority by 
which Christ himself builds up and sanctifies and rules his Body…” 
-The Catechism of the Catholic Church 1563 
 
Deacons share in Christ's mission and grace in a special way. The sacrament of Holy 
Orders marks them with an imprint ("character") which cannot be removed and which 
configures them to Christ, who made himself the "deacon" or servant of all. Among other 
tasks, it is the task of deacons to assist the bishop and priests in the celebration of the 
divine mysteries, above all the Eucharist, in the distribution of Holy Communion, in 
assisting at and blessing marriages, in the proclamation of the Gospel and preaching, in 
presiding over funerals, and in dedicating themselves to the various ministries of charity. 
-The Catechism of the Catholic Church 1570 
 
This sacrament configures the recipient to Christ by a special grace of the Holy Spirit, so 
that he may serve as Christ's instrument for his Church. By ordination one is enabled to 
act as a representative of Christ, Head of the Church, in his triple office of priest, prophet, 
and king. 
-The Catechism of the Catholic Church 1581 
 
For the nurturing and constant growth of the People of God, Christ the Lord instituted in 
His Church a variety of ministries, which work for the good of the whole body. For those 
ministers, who are endowed with sacred power, serve their brethren, so that all who are of 
the People of God, and therefore enjoy a true Christian dignity, working toward a 
common goal freely and in an orderly way, may arrive at salvation. 
 
This Sacred Council, following closely in the footsteps of the First Vatican Council, with 
that Council teaches and declares that Jesus Christ, the eternal Shepherd, established His 
holy Church, having sent forth the apostles as He Himself had been sent by the Father; 
and He willed that their successors, namely the bishops, should be shepherds in His 
Church even to the consummation of the world. And in order that the episcopate itself 
might be one and undivided, He placed Blessed Peter over the other apostles, and 
instituted in him a permanent and visible source and foundation of unity of faith and 
communion. And all this teaching about the institution, the perpetuity, the meaning and 
reason for the sacred primacy of the Roman Pontiff and of his infallible magisterium, this 
Sacred Council again proposes to be firmly believed by all the faithful. Continuing in that 
same undertaking, this Council is resolved to declare and proclaim before all men the 
doctrine concerning bishops, the successors of the apostles, who together with the 
successor of Peter, the Vicar of Christ, the visible Head of the whole Church, govern the 
house of the living God. 
-Vatican II, Lumen Gentium 18 


