
Prayer for the United States of America 
(Novena: June 21st to July 4th) 

 
Introduction 
God (+) come to my assistance.  Lord make haste to help 
me. 
 
Penitential Rite 
Lord, we have sinned against you: Lord, have mercy. Lord, 
have mercy. 
Lord, show us your mercy and love. And grant us your 
salvation. 
May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, 
and bring us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 
Scripture Reading : Proverbs 14:21-35 
A Reading from the Book of Proverbs.  He who despises his 
neighbor sins But happy is he who is gracious to the poor. 
Will they not go astray who devise evil? But kindness and 
truth will be to those who devise good. In all labor there is 
profit, But mere talk leads only to poverty. The crown of 
the wise is their riches, But the folly of fools is foolishness. 
A truthful witness saves lives, But he who utters lies is 
treacherous. In the fear of the Lord there is strong 
confidence, And his children will have refuge. The fear of 
the Lord is a fountain of life, That one may avoid the snares 
of death. In a multitude of people is a king’s glory, But in 
the dearth of people is a prince’s ruin. He who is slow to 
anger has great understanding, But he who is quick-
tempered exalts folly. A tranquil heart is life to the body, 
But passion is rottenness to the bones. He who oppresses 
the poor taunts his Maker, But he who is gracious to the 
needy honors Him. The wicked is thrust down by his 
wrongdoing, But the righteous has a refuge when he dies. 
Wisdom rests in the heart of one who has understanding, 
But in the hearts of fools it is made known. Righteousness 
exalts a nation, But sin is a disgrace to any people. The 
king’s favor is toward a servant who acts wisely, But his 
anger is toward him who acts shamefully.  The Word of the 
Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

Period of Quiet Reflection: Please reflect on one question 
per day. 
Day 1: What role should my faith play in my citizenship? 
 
Day 2:  How can I live out my faith in a way to make my 
neighborhood and country better? 
 
Day 3:  How can I be the best “me” possible and how is me 
being the best “me” possible good for both my Church and 
Nation? 
 
Day 4:  What is one small thing I can do to make the world 
a better place? 
 
Day 5:  What would life be like if I did not have freedom of 
religion?  Do I pray for those who are persecuted? 
 
Day 6:  Do I take my freedoms for granted?  How can I 
show my gratitude to God who has given me these 
freedoms?  Day 7:  How can I thank the men and women 
who serve our country and who have died protecting my 
freedom? 
 
Day 8:  How can I love those who disagree with me 
politically?   
 
Day 9:  What is God calling me to do? 

 
Prayers of the Faithful: The following petitions were 
written by the first Bishop of the United States – John 
Carroll. 

We pray, Thee O Almighty and Eternal God! Who 

through Jesus Christ hast revealed Thy glory to all 

nations, to preserve the works of Thy mercy that Thy 

Church, being spread through the whole world, may 

continue with unchanging faith in the confession of 

Thy Name. 

We pray Thee, who alone art good and holy, to endow 

with heavenly knowledge, sincere zeal, and sanctity of 

life, our chief bishop, Pope Francis., the Vicar of Our 

Lord Jesus Christ, in the government of his Church; 

our own archbishop, Carlson., all other bishops, 

prelates, and pastors of the Church; and especially 

those who are appointed to exercise amongst us the 

functions of the holy ministry, and conduct Thy people 

into the ways of salvation. 

 



We pray Thee O God of might, wisdom, and justice! 

Through whom authority is rightly administered, laws 

are enacted, and judgment decreed, assist with Thy 

Holy Spirit of counsel and fortitude the President of 

these United States, that his administration may be 

conducted in righteousness, and be eminently useful to 

Thy people over whom he presides; by encouraging 

due respect for virtue and religion; by a faithful 

execution of the laws in justice and mercy; and by 

restraining vice and immorality.  

Let the light of Thy divine wisdom direct the 

deliberations of Congress, and shine forth in all the 

proceedings and laws framed for our rule and 

government, so that they may tend to the preservation 

of peace, the promotion of national happiness, the 

increase of industry, sobriety, and useful knowledge; 

and may perpetuate to us the blessing of equal liberty. 

 

We pray for his Excellency, the governor of this state, 

for the members of the assembly, for all judges, 

magistrates, and other officers who are appointed to 

guard our political welfare, that they may be enabled, 

by Thy powerful protection, to discharge the duties of 

their respective stations with honesty and ability. 

 

We recommend likewise, to Thy unbounded mercy, all 

our brethren and fellow citizens throughout the United 

States, that they may be blessed in the knowledge and 

sanctified in the observance of Thy most holy law; that 

they may be preserved in union, and in that peace 

which the world cannot give; and after enjoying the 

blessings of this life, be admitted to those which are 

eternal. 

Finally, we pray to Thee, O Lord of mercy, to 

remember the souls of Thy servants departed who are 

gone before us with the sign of faith and repose in the 

sleep of peace; the souls of our parents, relatives, and 

friends; of those who, when living, were members of 

this congregation, and particularly of such as are lately 

deceased; of all benefactors who, by their donations or 

legacies to this Church, witnessed their zeal for the 

decency of divine worship and proved their claim to 

our grateful and charitable remembrance. To these, O 

Lord, and to all that rest in Christ, grant, we beseech 

Thee, a place of refreshment, light, and everlasting 

peace, through the same Jesus Christ, Our Lord and 

Savior. Amen 

. 

Closing Prayer: (Written by USSCCB) 
O  GOD OUR CREATOR, from your provident hand we have 
received our right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness. You have called us as your people and given us 
the right and the duty to worship you, the only true God, 
and your Son, Jesus Christ. Through the power and working 
of your Holy Spirit, you call us to live out our faith in the 
midst of the world, bringing the light and the saving truth 
of the Gospel to every corner of society. We ask you to 
bless us in our vigilance for the gift of religious liberty. Give 
us the strength of mind and heart to readily defend our 
freedoms when they are threatened; give us courage in 
making our voices heard on behalf of the rights of your 
Church  and the freedom of conscience of all people of 
faith. 
  
Grant, we pray, O heavenly Father, a clear and united voice 
to all your sons and daughters gathered in your Church in 
this decisive hour in the history of our nation, so that, with 
every trial withstood and every danger overcome— for the 
sake of our children, our grandchildren, and all who come 
after us— this great land will always be “one nation, under 
God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.” We ask this 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 


