
Breaking Open the Word  

 
 

March 22, 2015 - Fifth Sunday of Lent Gospel Jn 12:20-33 

Some Greeks who had come to worship at the Passover Feast came to Philip, who was from 

Bethsaida in Galilee, and asked him, “Sir, we would like to see Jesus.” Philip went and told 

Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus answered them, “The hour has come 

for the Son of Man to be glorified. Amen, amen, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls to 

the ground and dies, it remains just a grain of wheat; but if it dies, it produces much fruit. 

Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will preserve it for 

eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there also will my servant be. 

The Father will honor whoever serves me. “I am troubled now. Yet what should I say? ‘Father, 

save me from this hour’? But it was for this purpose that I came to this hour. Father, glorify 

your name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it and will glorify it again.” The 

crowd there heard it and said it was thunder; but others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” 

Jesus answered and said, “This voice did not come for my sake but for yours. Now is the time of 

judgment on this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. And when I am lifted up 

from the earth, I will draw everyone to myself.” He said this indicating the kind of death he 

would die. 

 
Spiritual Reflection: At His birth, the Wise Men of the East came to His cradle; now the Greeks, 

who were the Wise Men of the West, came to the Cross.  Both the Magi of the East and the 

Magi of the West were to see a humiliation; in the first instance, God in the form of a Babe in 

Bethlehem, and in the latter, God in the form of a criminal on the Cross.  As a sign leading to an 

understanding of His Divinity, the Magi were given the star; the Greeks, a grain of wheat. – 

Archbishop Fulton Sheen. 

 
Spiritual Questions  

1. What is it that draws people to the Catholic Faith? 

2. How can you lay down your life for others today? 

3. How does sacrifice show love? 

4. How does Christ draw everything to himself? 

5. How does rejecting God’s will diminish our glory? 
 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/john/12:20

